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Calendar is published as a public service for the Chronicle’s readers.  
Listings are strictly for nonprofi t groups (such as charity fundraisers, 
churches, schools, museums, libraries, etc.) to publicize their events within 
the Chronicle’s circulation area.  Organizations submitting requests should 
have no connection to businesses for profi t or political affi liation.  Listings 
are limited to 40 words and should contain the name of the group, event, 
date/time, location and contact information.  Entry fees or prices will not 
be published.  Listings are subject to editing or rejection of copy and are 
published as space permits.

To submit:  Email at least two weeks in advance to: calendar@
thechronicle.com or mail to: 

Calendar/the Chronicle P.O. Box 229 Willimantic 06226

Wednesday      Aug.  29

Readers’ Choice Awards
Look for ballot’s starting August 31
Voting ends September 19, 2018. Watch for it in:

   the Chronicle /

CAST YOUR

The Name You Know
The Care You Deserve

456 Jackson St (Rte 195)
Willimantic, CT 06226

860-423-2211
www.potterfuneralhome.com

A new Coventry Academy
Above, Jason Jasulavic of MJ Daly, an Arden Building Co., of Waterbury works on 
installing the HVAC system for the a newly renovated Coventry Academy outside 
Coventry High School recently. Below, Beth Giller, director of pupil and staff support 
services for Coventry schools, points out where new technology will be in the new 
academy. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Windham 
mulls 
housing 
concerns

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM/WILLIMAN-
TIC — The Windham Town 
Council is continuing to 
discuss affordable housing 
options for Windham and 
Willimantic residents.

Last week, the Partnership
For Strong Communities pre-
sented Windham housing data
at a town council meeting.

The Partnership is a state-
wide program dedicated to
ending homelessness and cre-
ating more affordable housing
options.

The presentation occurred
as part of Windham’s effort 
to earn Sustainable CT certi-
fication.

Councilor Dawn Niles said 
Windham has a chance to
win a bronze award in the 
Sustainable CT program.

The statewide program does 
not only focus on sustainabil-
ity and energy effectiveness,
but also community-wide 
issues like education, afford-
able housing and more.

The presentation comes 
at a time when Windham
town leaders are working to
address homelessness issues 
in Willimantic and Windham. 

For example, town leaders
are considering an ordinance 
to ban sleeping in public and 
private spaces, but are also 
working to offer other places
for homeless people to stay.

Charles Patton, the Partner-
ship’s senior policy analyst,
presented the council with 
data points that compare 
Windham to other towns in
Connecticut.

Windham is on the lower 
median housing income level. 
Windham’s median house-
hold income of $41,398 ranks
164th among Connecticut’s 
169 municipalities.

According to the data, 59
percent of the town’s renters 
and 36 percent of its hom-
eowners spend 30 percent or 
more of their income on hous-
ing, according to Patton.

Spending 30 percent or
more on housing reduces a
family’s opportunity to spend 
on other important items, 
such as transportation and 
education.

Off-campus Eastern Con-
necticut State University and 
University of Connecticut stu-
dents also create a challenge.
These age groups increase 
demand for rental housing.

“It seems to have been a
challenge to our community 
having off-campus housing,”
Councilman Thomas DeVivo 
said. Students can save money
when they live off-campus,
according to DeVivo.

“But it displaces our resi-
dents, our working families 
and it compromises their 
housing because there’s com-
petition,” Councilor Rose 
Reyes said.

Reyes recommended sup-
portive housing, which in-
cludes social services for 
people in need. 

Expensive housing is a bar-
rier to homeless populations.
In Windham, for example,
the necessary hourly wage to 
afford a typical two-bedroom
apartment is $18.06.

“Now I’m very concerned
because I’m looking at your
housing rate, and Connecticut
can’t even pass a $15 living 
wage,” Niles said. “How do 
we do all this?”

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

Sunday  Sept. 2

Thursday Aug. 30

Friday Aug. 31

Saturday Sept. 1

STEAK DINNER — ANDOVER
The Andover Volunteer Fire Department’s annual steak 
dinner runs from 5 to 7 p.m. at 11 School Road. Tickets: 
860-706-3074. Costs: $15 for adults, $10 for seniors, $7 for 
children 12 and under.

COSLAA — WILLIMANTIC
Augustine Family Group (COSLAA) is an anonymous 12-
step group for family, friends and signifi cant others affected 
by the behaviors of a sex and love addict. Meetings are 
held from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the second-fl oor library, First 
Congregational Church, 199 Valley St..

AL-ANON — MANSFIELD
Al-Anon meetings will be held at United Methodist Church, 
29 Puddin Lane, at 7:30 p.m.

BINGO — NORTH WINDHAM
The Ukranian National Home at 93 Boston Post Road will 
host bingo on Friday at 6:45 p.m. Info: 860-423-9564.

HEALTHY BRAINS — WILLIMANTIC
The Hartford HealthCare Center for Healthy Aging will 
hold a presentation on “Be Positive: Find a Purpose” from 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at Windham Community Memorial 
Hospital, 112 Mansifi eld Ave., as part of a fi ve-part series 
on maintaining a healthy brain. Info: 855-442-4373.

AL-ANON — MANSFIELD
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held at Natchaug 
Hospital on Route 195 at 7 p.m.

BINGO — COVENTRY
The Coventry-Mansfi eld American Legion is offering bingo 
at the First Congregational Church, 1171 Main St., from 6 
to 7 p.m. Admission is 50 cents. Info: 860-541-1840.

FREE CONCERT — WINDHAM
A free concert will be held from 2 to 8 p.m at 187 Windham 
Center Road. Info: 860-377-4026. 

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS — WILLMANTIC
Overeaters Anonymous meets in the Johnson Room at 
Windham Community Memorial Hospital, 112 Mansfi eld 
Ave., at 10 a.m. Info: 860-455-9782.

WALDO OPEN HOUSE — SCOTLAND
The Scotland Historical Society will host an open house of 
the 1715 Waldo House from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 96 Waldo 
Road. Information: 860-423-1547.

OPEN HOUSE — SCOTLAND
The Huntington Homestead House, 36 Huntington Road, 
will hold an open house from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call 860-
423-1547 for more information. 

RAILROAD DAY — WILLIMANTIC
Connecticut Eastern Railroad Museum. 55 Bridge St., will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with Railroad Day activities 
and events scheduled from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Live music, 
food, demonstrations, historical displays, hand car rides, 
train rides, photo opportunities.  

RENSAISSANCE FAIRE — LEBANON
Lebanon residents are invited to attend the annual fair at 
the Lebanon Country Fairgrounds. General admission 
will be free today only to Lebanon residents with proper 
ID. Advance tickets are available at ctfaire.com. For more 
information, call 860-478-5954. 

FARMERS MARKET — COVENTRY
The Coventry Farmers Market, 2299 South St., runs every 
Sunday through October, rain or shine, from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Info: www.coventryfarmersmarket.org.

FARMERS MARKET — ASHFORD
The Ashford Farmers Market will be held at Pompey Hollow 
Road across the street from the town hall. Begins at 10 a.m. 
For information, email birdeye123@charter.net.

RENSAISSANCE FAIRE — LEBANON
Lebanon residents are invited to attend the annual fair at 
the Lebanon Country Fairgrounds. Advance tickets are 
available at ctfaire.com. For more information, call 860-
478-5954. Cost: $15 for adults, $10 for children (7-15). 
Children 6 and under are admitted at no cost. 

Monday  Sept. 3

PROTEST RE-ENACTMENT — WILLMANTIC
The Windham Textile & History Museum, 411 Main St., will 
host its annual Labor Day strike re-enactment beginning at 
5 p.m. Call 860-456-2178 for more information. 


