Sustainable CT

Local Actions. Stafewide Impacl* &

1.1 Optimize for Equity — REQUIRED

Action Updates

This action has been revised for the current certification cycle. A version of this action from the prior program
year is available for comparison. Edits are highlighted in yellow. (Last updated 2020)

Objective
Build and strengthen municipal processes to be more inclusive, cohesive, and representative of all community
members, now and in the future. These system-wide, structural changes are an important step in creating open

and equitable communities.

Resources and assistance are available for this action. Visit our "Equity Resources" page for more information.

What to Do

You may complete the Sustainable CT Equity Toolkit for up to five Sustainable CT actions. (10 points per
application)

1. Complete the Sustainable CT Equity Toolkit in its entirety for any new Sustainable CT action of your choice. We
suggest that you allow at least three to six months to complete this action, along with the action to which you
will apply it.

Submit: Apply the Sustainable CT Equity Toolkit to one or more actions in your submission and submit a
narrative that includes the submission requirements outlined on page 13. Please note: You must also submit
for the new action(s) to which the Toolkit was applied in the corresponding submission page(s).

Timeframe for Credit: Eligible for new action credit. This action falls under the action type "Implementation
Projects" (see ‘Timeframe for Credit” Cuidance Document for submission requirements).

For Bronze Certification, you must complete the Sustainable CT Equity Toolkit for one Sustainable CT action
that you are submitting for certification.

For Silver Certification, you must complete the Sustainable CT Equity Toolkit for at least three Sustainable
CT actions that you are submitting for certification.

Timeframe for Credit
Actions can either be “New” or considered for “Rolling Credit.”

New Action Credit. Any action completed within the past three years (from January 1 of the year seeking
certification) is eligible for potential certification points. If you are applying for recertification in your year of
expiration, you may not claim New Action Credit for items that previously received credit.

Rolling Credit. For any action older than three years (from January 1 of the year seeking certification), you must
demonstrate ongoing, currently relevant, and meaningful impact in your community to be considered for
certification points. If you are applying for recertification in your year of expiration, you must apply for Rolling
Credit for any item that previously received credit, even if it was completed within the past three years.


https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Archived_Actions/Fall_2020_Action_Updates/1.1_Optimize_for_Equity.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/equitysupport/
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/SCT_Equity_Toolkit_2021.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/SCT_Equity_Toolkit_2021.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Timeframe_for_Credit_Guidance_Document-FINAL.pdf

View the ‘Timeframe for Credit” Guidance Document for detailed submission requirements.

Engaging Partners

Sustainable CT encourages regional collaboration and other forms of partnership. For every action, please
complete the “Partners” box in your submission, indicating the name(s) of any municipalities and/or organizations
you partnered with (if any) and a brief description of your municipality’s role. If you collaborate with other
municipalities, each community will receive points. For additional information, please see the "Partners Cuidance
Document".

Potential Municipal and Community Collaborators

Municipal staff from all departments as well as representatives from existing local commissions, committees, or
community organizations; civic leaders, representatives from neighborhood organizations, seniors and youth; and
community members who rely on or are impacted by public services and amenities, including transportation,
built infrastructure, local municipal operations, planning, natural resources, land conservation, economic
development and retention, housing, arts and culture, food systems, public health, community engagement,
equity, etc. may be helpful in implementing this action.

Funding

If available, below are potential funding sources specific to this Action. For a complete listing of potential funding
opportunities to assist with implementing Sustainable CT Actions, please visit the Sustainable CT Grants Portal,
which is searchable by Action. Please also visit the Support for Your Town page for opportunities for technical
assistance and other supports.

e Urban Act Grant Program
e Municipal Grant Program (MGP)
e 2022 Sustainable CT Community Match Fund

e |f applied to Sustainable CT Action Conduct Health Impact Assessments: Connecticut Health Foundation

Resources

Messaging Resources

Interaction Institute for Social Change, "lllustrating Equality VS Equity"

The Praxis Project, "Developing an Equity Impact Statement, A Tool for Policy Making"

Center for Social Inclusion, "Talking About Race Toolkit"

Frameworks Institute, "Mixing It Up: Reframing Neighborhood Socioeconomic Diversity"

The Annie E. Casey Foundation, "It's Time To Talk: How to Start Conversations About Racial Inequities
The Aspen Institute, "Ten Lessons for Taking Leadership on Racial Equity"

Engagement Resources

e Lidiya Girma, "Community Engagement Planning"

Data Resources

Connecticut Data Collaborative

Connecticut Town Equity Reports

American FactFinder (US Census Bureau)

US Census Quick Facts

CDC WONDER (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
National Equity Atlas

General Resources

e Seattle Race and Social Justice Initiative, "Racial Equity Toolkit"
e City of Portland, "Racial Equity Toolkit"
e Covernment Alliance on Race & Equity, "Racial Equity Toolkit"



https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Timeframe_for_Credit_Guidance_Document-FINAL.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Partners_Guidance_Document--FINAL.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=95&cHash=468e1a2e451b07375c778a700c727ad9
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=96&cHash=abf4e0b5d5328392dbea5d08fca9606f
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=104&cHash=3542a93d67486dcb557dfc15cb94b20f
https://sustainablect.org/actions-certifications/actions#open/action/52
https://www.cthealth.org/
http://interactioninstitute.org/illustrating-equality-vs-equity/
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/Developing_an_Equity_Impact_Statement__1_.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/CSI-Talking-About-Race-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.frameworksinstitute.org/publication/mixing-it-up-reframing-neighborhood-socioeconomic-diversity/
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/AECF-ItsTimetoTalk-2015.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/Lessons_final.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/CommunityEngagementPlanningGuide.pdf
http://ctdata.org/
https://www.ctdatahaven.org/reports/connecticut-town-equity-reports
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
https://wonder.cdc.gov/
http://nationalequityatlas.org/
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/Seattle_Racial_Equity_Toolkit_FINAL_August2012__1_.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/City_of_Portland_Racial_Equity_Toolkit_Final_9_23_16.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/GARE-Racial_Equity_Toolkit.pdf

Government Alliance on Race & Equity, "Advancing Racial Equity and Transforming Government"

Commission on Equity and Opportunity

PolicyLink
Multnomah County, Office of Diversity and Equity, "Social Determinants Framework"

PolicyLink, All-in Cities Policy Toolkit

PolicyLink, "Equity: The Soul of Collective Impact"

University of Southern California, Program for Environmental and Regional Equity, "Diversity and Inclusion for
the 21st Century Economy: An Imperative for Chambers of Commerce"

e WK Kellogg Foundation, "Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation Implementation Cuidebook"

Why This Matters

Building inclusive and equitable communities is a process that recognizes the intrinsic value of each member of
a community and the need to connect; and is achieved when social, economic, and political opportunities are
not predicted based upon a person's race, gender, age, or sexual identity. To build communities that embrace
equity, Sustainable CT cities and towns will create a table where diverse relationships are welcomed and valued,
where decisions are made collectively, and where success will be measured by having a variety of perspectives
and experiences represented. Sustainable CT encourages cities and towns to include marginalized voices in their
decision making processes, and to specifically identify barriers to access for marginalized residents in order to
identify and respond to community priorities.

CT Success Stories

e Bethany - Oct 2019 Certification

e Coventry - Oct 2019 Certification

e East Hartford - Oct 2019 Certification
e Norwich - Oct 2019 Certification

e Bristol - Oct 2020 Certification

e Killingly - Oct 2020 Certification

e New Canaan - Oct 2020 Cetrtification
e Old Lyme - Oct 2020 Certification

e Waterbury - Oct 2020 Certification

e Windsor Locks - Oct 2020 Certification
e Milford - Jun 2021 Certification

e Glastonbury - Nov 2021 Certification

e Hartford - Nov 2021 Certification

e Milford - Nov 2021 Certification

¢ New Milford - Nov 2021 Certification

e Old Lyme - Nov 2021 Cetrtification

e Portland - Nov 2021 Certification

o West Hartford - Nov 2021 Certification



https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/GARE-Resource_Guide.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_023h.htm
https://www.policylink.org/
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/Social_Determinants_Framework.pdf
http://allincities.org/toolkit
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/Collective_Impact_10-21-15f.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/DiversityInclusion_Benner_Pastor_ACCE_2017.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Equity_Action_PDFs/RWJ_Truth_Racial_Healing_Transformation_ImplementationGuide__1_.pdf
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=30&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=ef910fc7bb6750da467cb6e7b584ad82#cas636
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=35&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=23afa2c49b498a2d492427b2cbf61b0c#cas727
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=37&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=6d1641c29bca9ae534cbde3337e7791d#cas759
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=50&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=d3c21081b0ed85531578b74856387a76#cas1067
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=70&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=2233fb69fa2f14a3a2479fb18efe6dd8#cas1599
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=71&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=7f5e68bde031b08a38f11eb08b3bffd8#cas1614
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=74&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=eb08b62a465b3f8a19b03609dc9803cf#cas1667
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=77&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=1f93e5df3a9df049b3677b4c12c4598f#cas1718
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=82&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=3af2d2a6a674b3be1044b48d6605d571#cas1818
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=84&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=c9241085ed16d7406276d40c75c176b5#cas1854
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=91&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=a48b83eaef28f9058cb496789fcdebe0#cas2031
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=106&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=a1a32d5b1c6c26c1805acaec096d4762#cas2340
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=109&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=e980a35f241cb508e740765d224c8cb5#cas2444
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=111&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=aea34aee50743fbebe4608409fa17740#cas2503
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=112&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=ab174c3b7db76ee5ee36390631913926#cas2536
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=113&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=4456b615401bec70316fc516a20085a6#cas2576
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=114&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=d12e7511eb3eaa841568cc36157f9e6a#cas2601
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=115&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=894edbb336bf6ae7bad404881aa56581#cas2624

