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3.10 Facilitate Invasive Species Education and Management

5 — 45 Points

Action Updates

This action has been revised for the current certification cycle. A version of this action from the prior program
year is available for comparison. Edits are highlighted in yellow. (Last updated 2024)

Objective
Educate on, plan for, and implement projects to effectively manage invasive species.
What to Do

The more you do, the more points you earn.

1. Promote Invasive Species Management
The more you do, the more points you earn.

a. Examine your regulations to ensure that your municipality is not unintentionally supporting the use of
invasive species, including aquatic invasive species. Eliminate all invasive species from lists of acceptable
plants (include a review of subdivision guides” approved planting lists). (10 points)

Note: You must at least review your Zoning Subdivision Regulations.

Submit: A description of your regulation review process, including which regulations you reviewed and how
you amended them (if applicable); a list of approved plant species used by your municipality and subdivisions
within your municipality. If your regulation review was completed more than three years ago, also include a
brief description of how it is still relevant and used by your municipality.

b. Create a plan to embed invasive species management practices into your grounds maintenance and
maintenance of waterbodies, watercourses, and wetlands (if applicable). Invasive species management
practices should be environmentally-sound, as opposed to widespread application of herbicides and
pesticides. (10 points)

Submit: Your community’s plan for invasive species treatments and a description of how you have embedded

invasive species management (practices) into your grounds maintenance practices or water management (if
applicable). Plans may be informed by sources from other organizations but must be specifically adapted for
your municipality. If your plan was adopted more than three years ago, also include a brief description of how
it is still relevant and used by your municipality.

c. Train municipal grounds keeping staff on invasive species management practices utilized by your
municipality. Note: See action Implement Green Grounds and Maintenance Program for resources on how to
eliminate the use of inorganic fertilizers and chemical pesticides, including fungicides and herbicides, in favor
of ecologically preferable materials in invasive species management. The training must have taken place in
the last three years. (5 points)

Submit: The names and titles of the individuals who attended the training, date of attendance, the
organization that provided the training, and an agenda or brief description of the content covered.


https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Archived_Actions/Fall_2023_Action_Updates/REVISED_3.10_Facilitate_Invasive_Species_Education_and_Management--2024.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/actions-certifications/actions#open/action/10

2. Municipal Management: Engage in invasive species management practices on municipal properties and in
local waterbodies. To be eligible for points, invasive species management practices must have been employed
in the last three years. (15 points)

Submit: A description of the invasive species management practices currently being employed on your
municipal properties. Include before and after photos (if possible), as well as detailed information about the
area treated, when and how it was treated.

3. Educate Residents on Invasive Species (5 points)
All elements must be completed to receive credit.

a. On your municipal website, post invasive species education resources. Provide links to sources (may be
external) outlining invasive species identification and removal techniques.

Submit: A screenshot of the website and a hyperlink to the invasive species education resources on your
municipal website.

b. Host or sponsor an educational workshop for residents about invasive species and management processes.
In addition to general education for all residents, you may enhance chances for adoption of new land
stewardship and water management practices by targeting specific groups, like gardening clubs or fishing
and boating clubs. The workshop must have taken place in the last three years.

Submit: A brief overview of outreach (suggested 5 sentences maximum), including target populations (if any);
date of event; and at least one example of educational materials disseminated, which could include flyers,
articles, letters, newsletters, presentations, or digital communications. For websites, submit both a hyperlink
and a screenshot of the relevant webpage(s).

Engaging Partners

Sustainable CT encourages regional collaboration and other forms of partnership. For every action, please
complete the “Partners” box in your submission, indicating the name(s) of any municipalities and/or organizations
you partnered with (if any) and a brief description of your municipality’s role. If you collaborate with other
municipalities, each community will receive points. For additional information, please see the "Partners Cuidance
Document”.

Potential Municipal and Community Collaborators

Staff from your public works, and parks and recreation departments could be helpful in implementing this
action.

In addition, the following committees, community groups or agencies could help implement this action:
conservation commission, local garden clubs, watershed organizations, etc.

Funding

For a complete listing of potential funding opportunities to assist with implementing Sustainable CT Actions,
please visit the Sustainable CT CGrants Portal, which is searchable by Action. Please also visit the [Sustainable CT
Support For Your Town](https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town _blank) page for opportunities for
technical assistance and other supports.

Urban Act Grant Program

Municipal Grant Program (MGP)
Sustainable CT Community Match Fund
Urban Forest Equity Grant Program

Resources

Toolkits, Calculators, Guidance Documents


https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Partners_Guidance_Document--FINAL.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=95&cHash=468e1a2e451b07375c778a700c727ad9
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=96&cHash=abf4e0b5d5328392dbea5d08fca9606f
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=104&cHash=3542a93d67486dcb557dfc15cb94b20f
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=337&cHash=7845750cd99d7f1703cada6a017f00d1

Invasive Plant Atlas of New England (IPANE)

UConn Extension, Connecticut Native Plant and Landscaping Guide

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, “Invasive Species”

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, "Invasive Aquatic Plant Program
CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, ["Aquatic Invasive
Species']https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/General-Information/Aquatic-Invasive-Species)
US Department of Agriculture, “Plants”

US Department of Agriculture, “CT State Resources”

CT Audubon, ‘/Remove Invasive Plants"

Connecticut River Coastal Conservation District, "Invasive Plants in Your Backyard"

Organizations and Relevant Programs

UConn Extension

CT Invasive Plant Work Group

US Fish & Wildlife Service, Invasive Species

US Fish & Wildlife Service, Aquatic Invasive Species
The Nature Conservancy CT

Why This Matters

Invasive species are non-native plants, animals and other organisms that cause harm or are likely to cause harm
in the ecosystem where they are introduced, by outcompeting or displacing native species. They oftentimes are
fast growing and can spread quickly, so their management requires and all-hands-on-deck approach by
municipal staff and residential property owners looking out for and managing invasive species wherever possible.
Examples of invasive plants in Connecticut include Oriental Bittersweet, Multiflora Rose and Winged
Euonymus/Burning Bush. Invasive aquatics include Zebra Mussels and Curly Leaf Pond Weed. Insects such as the
Asian Long Horned Beetle and the Emerald Ash Borer can also cause serious problems to name a few.

Public education and management of invasive species are equally critical elements of a comprehensive plan
aimed at protecting native species and their habitats, leading to healthier, fully-functioning ecosystems. The
dollar cost to not properly managing invasive species can be quite high, as invasive species may impact
commercial fisheries, agricultural operations, and more.

Benefits

By inspiring the community to shift their land management plans, you will facilitate the establishment of small
sanctuaries of native species.

Ultimately, this benefits everyone in the community by promoting cleaner air, clean and fully functioning
waterways, etc.

CT Success Stories

e Chester - Nov 2021 Certification

e Ridgefield - Nov 2021 Certification

e Glastonbury - Nov 2021 Certification
e Greenwich - Nov 2021 Certification
e Hartford - Nov 2021 Certification

¢ New Milford - Nov 2021 Certification
e Lyme - May 2022 Certification

e Darien - Oct 2022 Certification

e Deep River - Oct 2022 Certification
e Vernon - Oct 2022 Certification

e Montville - Jun 2023 Certification



https://www.eddmaps.org/ipane/
https://ipm.cahnr.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/3216/2023/06/UConn-Native-and-Sustainable-Plant-Guide.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2702&q=323494&deepNav_GID=1641%20
https://portal.ct.gov/CAES/Invasive-Aquatic-Plant-Program/IAPP/Aquatic-Plant-Survey-Program-for-Connecticut-Lakes
https://www.usda.gov/topics/plants
https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/unitedstates/ct.shtml
http://ct.audubon.org/remove-invasive-plants
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Action_Files/2.10/Invasives_guide_2016_web.pdf
https://cahnr.uconn.edu/extension/
http://cipwg.uconn.edu/about/
https://www.fws.gov/initiative/invasive-species
https://www.fws.gov/program/aquatic-invasive-species
https://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/connecticut/index.htm?src=sea.AWP.prnone.crv1&gclid=Cj0KEQjwyZjKBRDu--WG9ayT_ZEBEiQApZBFuEg3HK3Jy_ccj7V4Bt5TADVc4QfcYd7KumfbkqSAbewaAqxa8P8HAQ
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=95&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=b0c14f5e997ae1e3a4a5ed672a772dec#cas2107
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=100&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=538530a9b6c19066745182910bc9c92d#cas2205
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=106&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=a1a32d5b1c6c26c1805acaec096d4762#cas2348
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=107&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=386ce58d35e486fe7d3b051323310337#cas2387
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=109&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=e980a35f241cb508e740765d224c8cb5#cas2451
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=112&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=ab174c3b7db76ee5ee36390631913926#cas2547
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=122&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=8ca7f17b8c4b03c670b0a0a606353ae0#cas2786
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=128&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=8a07b2b0039495b8565465059b6e422e#cas2932
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=129&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=9f9c1119ff0eced13343e2a8d8cc8acf#cas2959
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=142&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=e226238d163f6f80f2c1dab3a39c19c9#cas3268
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=147&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=86a735c75a5bebf61659bffa4c996dee#cas3406

