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 News in brief

SHOP LOCAL THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON. 
WE’LL HELP YOU. 
the Chronicle 

IN PRINT. 
theChronicle.com 

ONLINE.

Professional Realtors
1029 Storrs Rd., Storrs, CT 06268 Ph: 860-477-1500

Call Redbird Real Estate FIRST! Better *Local* Professional
Erica Molochnick, formerly from Chaplin, living and working 

here, now resides in nearby Scotland, CT.

Crystal Gebhardt, originally from Windham Center, has 
recently purchased a home in Chaplin and is in the process 

of making it her own with her family.

Susan Ouellet and Family are current Chaplin residents.
The Ouellet family has been ingrained in this community 

for many, many years and through generations.

Roberta Cardinal and family.  We bought our very fi rst home 
in Chaplin a small ranch house, then Mansfi eld and then 

built our latest & last home back here in Chaplin.

More than $750 million goes unspent every 
year from gift cards, and it’s a shame, because 
the unused balances could be used to do some 
good. Many charities will accept your unused 
cards from almost any retailer. They’ll either 
use the balance to buy much-needed items for 
their works — like clothing or food — or they’ll 
sell the gift cards to raise funds for their 
nonprofi t work. Take the time to rummage 
through your wallet, purse or junk drawer and 
give your unused gift cards away. Even a card 
with a few pennies left on it is better used than 
unused.

Weather Report
FORECAST
Tonight: Late snow showers. Low 20.
Thursday: AM clouds/PM sun. High 30.

Friday: Mostly cloudy. High 30.
Saturday: Partly cloudy. High 33.

Dump stickers available in Hampton/Scotland
HAMPTON/SCOTLAND — The 2016-17 vehicle stickers 

issued to Hampton and Scotland folks for the use of the joint 
transfer station have expired.

Residents can purchase 2017-18 stickers through the town 
clerk’s offices in each town. Stickers cost $25 per vehicle. 

For more information, call the Hampton Town Clerk’s office 
at 860-455-9312 or the Scotland town clerk at 860-423-9634. 
Scotland residents can purchase stickers online through the 
town clerk tab at www.scotlandct.org.

Coventry OKs purchase of new fire truck
By EKATERINE 

TCHELIDZE
Chronicle Staff Writer

COVENTRY — The North 
Coventry Volunteer Fire 
Department will soon have 
another new fire truck to sub-
stitute the department’s 27-
year-old engine tanker.

That’s because the Coventry 
Town Council has unani-
mously authorized the NCVD 
to lease-purchase a $350,000 
2017 pumper.

The previous town council 
put together a fire truck com-
mittee that worked to find 
a new truck for the NCVD 
when one of the engine tank-
ers blew its engine and the 
other’s engine started smok-
ing.

Since then, the fire truck 
committee found a 2017 
pumper that could be substi-
tuted for the smoking truck.

Ken Boutin, chairman of 
the truck committee and dep-
uty chief of the Coventry Vol-
unteer Fire Association, said 
because the truck is a demo 
model, which means it was 
used as a sample piece, it’s 
much cheaper.

The brand new truck has 
3,000 miles on it and all 
the equipment needed, along 
with a 1,000 gallon tank.

It also has $10,000 in allow-
ances in case the fire depart-
ment wants to add to it.

“We feel it would meet 
the needs of the town going 
forward,” Boutin said at last 
week’s council meeting. “It’s 
a well-built truck.”

Because purchasing the 
truck was on a first-come, 

first-serve basis, it was ini-
tially unknown if the town 
would get the truck, but all 
the paperwork was submit-
ted, Coventry Town Manager 
John Elsesser said. 

“If this is still available, 
I’m all in,” said Councilman 
Matthew O’Brien. “I mean 
let’s do it. It’s a great truck. 
It’s already equipped exactly 
the way we wanted.”

In the end, Coventry need-
n’t have worried. 

It got the truck.
Elsesser said he hopes the 

public understands why the 
town is buying a new truck.

According to national stan-
dards, the time frame for 

a front-line firetruck is 10 
years.

Then, the truck has to be 
constantly repaired to meet 
the standards and ensure saf-
ety. “You really shouldn’t 
use fire trucks older than 
20 years,” Elsesser said. “It’s 
dangerous to keep them much 
longer.”

The proposed demo truck 
will also save the town money 
in the long run because, gen-
erally, trucks like this cost up 
to $700,000. “It does look 
like a fantastic deal. It seems 
like a gift from above to fall in 
our lap,”  said Jonathan Hand, 
a councilman and chairman 
of the local emergency coor-

dinating committee. 
NCFD President Rick

Landry, who found the truck,
said this truck will last for
years to come and save on
maintenance costs.

According to Elsesser,
although completely coinci-
dental, the new fire truck is
red, unlike all the other fire
trucks in the NCVD, which
are all yellow. “We are start-
ing to blend,” Elsesser said. 
“It’s coincidental, but there 
will be a new red fire truck 
at the north end.”

The town should receive 
the truck next week.

In the meantime, Coventry
will sell the old truck.

Ekaterine Tchelidze | Staff
Coventry Volunteer Fire Association Deputy Chief Ken Boutin, left, and North Coventry 
Volunteer Fire Department Chief Ray Eldridge, right, talk to the town council about a new fire 
truck for the NCVD.

By LYNN STODDARD
Eastern Connecticut State University

WILLIMANTIC — Sustainable CT, a 
new initiative to support Connecticut’s 
cities and towns, launched late last month 
at the annual convention of Connecticut 
Conference of Municipalities.

The initiative, created by towns for 
towns, includes a detailed menu of 
sustainability best practices, tools and 
resources, peer learning and recogni-
tion.

The initiative was developed 
through the leadership of the Institute 
for Sustainable Energy at Eastern 
Connecticut State University in Willi-
mantic. It was done in partnership with 
the Connecticut Conference of Muni-
cipalities.

Three Connecticut philanthropic orga-
nizations — the Emily Hall Tremaine 
Foundation, the Hampshire Foundation 
and the Common Sense Fund — have 
supported the program’s development 
and launch.

“Sustainable CT provides support to 
help all of our communities achieve 
the shared values of health, economic 
development, cost savings and environ-
mental stewardship,” said Ted Shafer, 

first selectman of Burlington and chair-
man of the Sustainable CT Advisory 
Committee.

The Sustainable CT platform sup-
ports a broad range of actions, including 
improving watershed management; sup-
porting arts and creative culture; reduc-
ing energy use and increasing renew-
able energy; implementing “complete 
streets” (streets that meet the needs 
of walkers and bikers as well as cars); 
improving recycling programs; assess-
ing climate vulnerability; supporting 
local businesses; and providing efficient 
and diverse housing options.

There is no cost to participate and 
communities will voluntarily select 
actions that meet their unique, local 
character and long-term vision. 

After successful implementation of 
selected actions, municipalities will be 
eligible for Sustainable CT certifica-
tion. “Sustainable CT builds on many 
current success stories in our communi-
ties to create and support more great 
places to live, work and play,” said Lynn 
Stoddard, director of the Institute for 
Sustainable Energy. “This positive vision 
has inspired more than 200 municipal 
leaders, experts and community mem-

bers to work together for the past 18 
months to develop Sustainable CT. We 
are all very excited about launching the 
program. Lots of towns want to be the 
first to participate.”

“We are excited to partner with the 
Institute for Sustainable Energy on this 
initiative,” said Joe DeLong, executive 
director of the Connecticut Conference 
of Municipalities. “Sustainability ac-
tions, policies and investments deliver 
multiple benefits to all residents and 
help municipal leaders make efficient 
use of scarce resources and engage 
a wide cross-section of residents and 
businesses.”

Municipalities may now begin to par-
ticipate in the program and use its tools 
and resources. Residents, businesses, 
nonprofits, and colleges and universi-
ties are important partners and can 
play a role in supporting communities 
through the Sustainable CT platform. 
Additional regional launch events will 
provide information for all who are 
interested and will be held throughout 
the state in January. 

For more information and the sched-
ule of regional launch events, see www.
sustainablect.org.

ECSU key to state’s ‘Sustainable CT’ drive

Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

One yucky day
A day of cold rain and fog brings to mind only one word 
to describe it — ‘yucky.’ That was the case in the Thread 
City Tuesday. ABOVE: This light at foggy Windham Mills 
in Willimantic is shrouded in mist. LEFT: A view near 
the Willimantic River next to Windham Mills. BELOW: The 
Willimantic River was raging, swollen by rain and melting 
snow.


