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Calendar is published as a public service for the Chronicle’s readers.  
Listings are strictly for nonprofit groups (such as charity fundraisers, 
churches, schools, museums, libraries, etc.) to publicize their events within 
the Chronicle’s circulation area.  Organizations submitting requests should 
have no connection to businesses for profit or political affiliation.  Listings 
are limited to 40 words and should contain the name of the group, event, 
date/time, location and contact information.  Entry fees or prices will not 
be published.  Listings are subject to editing or rejection of copy and are 
published as space permits.

To submit:  Email at least two weeks in advance to: calendar@
thechronicle.com or mail to: 

Calendar/the Chronicle P.O. Box 229 Willimantic 06226

Thursday      Feb. 22

Friday      Feb. 23

Northeast Connecticut’s 
only K-8 magnet school, enrolling students 

from Windham and surrounding towns.

Fully enrolling Kindergarten classes for 
Fall 2018.

Applications for grades K-8 accepted.

State-of-the-art “green” facility on a 25-acre 
rural setting in North Windham, CT.

A rigorous focus on STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Mathematics), beginning in the 
earliest grades.

Modern technology and laboratories.

Outdoor learning spaces include vegetable, 
butterfly and sensory gardens.

Full-day Kindergarten.

Apply online at: 
cbs.windhamps.org

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS!

Northeast Connect

AL-ANON MEETING — MANSFIELD
Al-Anon meets at Natchaug Hospital, 189 Storrs Road 

at 7 p.m.

PRESIDENT’S DAY CRAFTING — WINDHAM
The Guilford Smith Memorial Library, 17 Main St., 

will host “President’s Day Crafting” at 6:30 p.m. For more 
information, call 860-423-5159.

STORY HOUR AND CRAFT — FRANKLIN
The Janet Carlson Calvert Library, 5 Tyler Drive, will 

host “Story Hour and Craft” at 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion, call 860-642-6207.

ART GALLERY — HAMPTON
The Fletcher Memorial Library’s Top Shelf Gallery will 

host “Images of the Quiet Corner,” photographs by Eleanor 
Linkkila, who specializes in nature photography during 
regular library hours at 257 Main St. Info: 860-455-1086.

ART GALLERY — WILLIMANTIC
The Art Gallery at Eastern Connecticut State University, 

83 Windham St., will host “Still/Live” in Room 112 of the 
Fine Arts Instructional Center on campus. The gallery is 
open from 1 to 7 p.m. Info: 860-465-5043.

LADIES SOCIAL — WILLIMANTIC 
Little Niko’s Pizzeria, 237 Willimantic Road, will host 

a Ladies Social from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Info: 860-942-1226 or 
email michelle.lamotte@bearingstar.com.

HISTORY PROGRAM — MANSFIELD
The Mansfield Public Library, 54 Warrenville Road, will 

host “Reviving 5,000 Years of Chinese Civilization” at 6:30 
p.m. in the Buchanan Auditorium. Info: 860-423-2501. 

AARP PROGRAM — MANSFIELD
The Mansfield Senior Center, 303 Maple Road, will 

host AARP Tax-Aide Assistance, a free program for 
seniors’ income tax returns, every Tuesday and Thursday 
until April. For an appointment, call 860-487-9870.

‘THE LION IN WINTER’ — WILLIMANTIC
The Windham Theatre Guild will present “The Lion in 

Winter” at 7:30 p.m. at the Burton Leavitt Theatre, 779 
Main St. This is a modern-day classic that features dun-
geons, adultery and sibling rivalry. Info: 860-423-2245.

JAZZ SHOWCASE — STORRS
The von der Mehden Recital Hall, 875 Coventry Road, 

University of Connecticut, will host “Jazz Showcase: 
Mixed Bag!” that will feature all of the student jazz groups 
at 8 p.m. For tickets, visit vdm.uconn.edu.

GRAND OPENING — STORRS
The Ballard Institute and Museum of Puppetry at the 

University of Connecticut, 1 Royce Circle, will present 
the grand opening of their new exhibit “American Puppet 
Modernism: The Early 20th Century,” at 6 p.m. For more 
information, call 860-486-8580.

BLOOD DRIVE — COVENTRY
The American Red Cross will take blood donations at 

the Presbyterian Church of Coventry, 55 Trowbridge Road, 
Coventry, from 1 to 6 p.m. For more information, call 800-
733-2767.

FRIDAY NIGHT BINGO — WILLIMANTIC 
The Ukrainian National Home, Route 6, will host Friday 

Night Bingo at 6:45 p.m. For more information, call 860-
423-9564.

FOLK PERFORMANCE — WILLINGTON
The Packing House, 156 River Road, will host Jeff 

Przech with Ashlee Paradis for a folk performance at 7:30 
p.m. Doors open at 7 p.m.  For more information, call 518-
791-9497.

‘THE ART OF SIT SPOT’ — HAMPTON
The Goodwin Conservation Education Center, 23 Potter 

Road, will host ‘The Art of Sit Spot’ from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Discover the lost art of sit spot. This observation tool 
increases awareness and calms the body and mind. For 
more information, call 860-455-9534.

FRESH FRIDAY LUNCHEON — MANSFIELD
The Mansfield Senior Center, 303 Maple Road, will host 

its Fresh Friday Luncheon at noon. Celebrate the Chinese 
New Year with chicken and broccoli, rice, stir-fry, veggies, 
egg rolls and sherbet. Info: 860-487-9870.

‘THE LION IN WINTER’ — WILLIMANTIC
The Windham Theatre Guild will present “The Lion in 

Winter” at 7:30 p.m. at the Burton Leavitt Theatre, 779 
Main St. This is a modern-day classic that features dun-
geons, adultery and sibling rivalry. Info: 860-423-2245.

CLAUDE DEBUSSY TRIBUTE — WILLIMANTIC
Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham St., 

will host an hour-long tribute to Claude Debussy in recog-
nition of the 100th anniversary of his death at noon in the 
Fine Arts Instructional Center Concert Hall. Debussy was a 
20th-century French composer. For more information, call 
860-465-5043.

By MICHELLE FIRESTONE
Chronicle Staff Writer

COVENTRY — The town council has 
recently demonstrated its commitment to 
municipal sustainability by approving an 
application to Sustainable CT.

Sustainable CT is a statewide, action-ori-
ented volunteer certification program through 
the Institute for Sustainable Energy at Eastern 
Connecticut State University.

It is designed to boost local economies, help 
municipal operations become more efficient, 
reduce operating costs and provide grants and 
additional support to municipalities.

Councilmen voted 7-0 to apply to the pro-
gram Feb. 5.

Coventry Town Manager John Elsesser said 
a preliminary application has to be in by May 
1 to be considered this year.

According to the Sustainable CT website, 
final applications are due by Sept. 7.

The website indicates final decisions are 
expected on certification levels by Oct. 26 
and there will be an awards ceremony in 
November at the Connecticut Conference of 
Municipalities Annual Convention.

According to the Sustainable CT website, 
there are 13 communities registered for the 
program, none of which are certified.

The Mansfield Town Council recently 
approved an application to participate in the 
program, but Mansfield is not included in the 
list of registered communities yet.

Municipalities must complete at least one 

action in each of the nine action categories 
and successfully complete actions totaling 
200 or more points for bronze certification.

To achieve silver certification, municipali-
ties must complete at least one action in each 
category and successfully complete actions 
totaling 400 or more points.

The nine categories are: thriving local 
economies; well-stewarded land and natu-
ral resources; vibrant and creative cultural 
ecosystems; dynamic and resilient planning; 
clean and diverse transportation systems and 
choices; efficient physical infrastructure and 
operations; strategic and inclusive public ser-
vices; healthy, efficient and diverse hous-
ing; and inclusive and equitable community 
impacts.

According to Coventry’s resolution, the 
first meeting of a Sustainability Team will be 
held within 30 days of the resolution passing 
and will meet as frequently as needed, but no 
less than quarterly.

That team is comprised of the: director of 
planning and development, director of parks 
and recreation, public works director, town 
engineer, director of library services and the 
town manager.

The team will work with and update several 
town and land-use boards and commissions.

The resolution also indicates the team will 
work with citizen volunteers on tasks.

“That was a way of, instead of having to 
have a bunch of other people appointed, they 
could just come and help,” said Elsesser.

Coventry seeks sustainability status

Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

In remembrance
Flags were at half-staff for the Florida shooting victims Monday at the Mansfield Hollow Dam. 
One day after a snowfall, temperatures rose to mild levels and the winds picked up.

Lebanon 
unveils 
an early 
ed budget

By MICHELLE 
FIRESTONE

Chronicle Staff Writer

LEBANON — Board of 
education members have ap-
proved a 2018-19 proposed 
budget to submit to the town, 
one that entails an increase of 
1.29 percent over the current 
budget.

The proposed 2018-19 bud-
get is $19,299,476, an increase 
of $245,539, or 1.29 percent, 
over the current budget.

That was approved by a vote 
of 7-1, with Keith Wentworth 
opposed.

The board of finance is 
expected to review the board 
of education operating and 
capital budgets, as well as 
the school district’s projected 
revenues, during a March 6 
special meeting.

A public hearing will be 
held regarding the town and 
school budgets on Monday, 
April 16 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the auditorium at Lyman 
Memorial High School, 917 
Exeter Road. 

Residents will vote on the 
budgets during an annual 
town meeting May 7 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Lyman Memorial 
High School auditorium. 

The only adjustment board 
of education members made 
to the budget was adding 
$55,000 into the spending 
plan that had been taken 
out for contracted facilities 
management services from 
EMCOR.

EMCOR has offices in New 
London and Vernon, among 
others.

When Lebanon Superinten-
dent of Schools Robert Angeli 
initially proposed the budget 
to the school board’s finance 
committee, he proposed a 
budget 5 percent larger than 
current spending.

Committee members, 
though, asked him to lower 
that to a 1-percent increase.

When Angeli lowered the 
budget, he took out $55,000, 
per conversations with the 
committee. Angeli said the 
$55,000 is an estimate of 
what the district would save 
if it ended its contract with 
EMCOR. “I had to look at 
everything,” he said.

The district utilizes two 
employees from EMCOR: the 
district’s facilities manager, 
Kevin French, and a mainte-
nance worker, Brad Porter.

EMCOR also provides a 
vehicle, according to Angeli.

“There have been no com-
plaints with the EMCOR ser-
vice,” said Angeli. “The two 
people we have in the district 
from EMCOR have been very 
responsive to our needs.”

Several school board mem-
bers indicated with EMCOR 
handling maintenance servic-
es, work has gotten done in 
the district that wasn’t done 
previously.

Board member Albert 
Vertefeuille, a former Leban-
on superintendent, said he 
worked in the system for 
many years and there were 
maintenance problems that 
existed for many years. He 
said EMCOR did a good job.

Board member William 
Meese was also in favor of 
retaining EMCOR rather 
than the district having its 
own facilities management 
employees. “I would not want 
to see the condition of the 
schools deteriorate,” he said.

On another note, Wentworth 
initially motioned to remove 
the curriculum director and 
high school assistant princi-
pal positions from the budget 
in hopes of discussing the 
positions. He, later, withdrew 
his motion.

“We’re top-heavy,” Went-
worth said, noting there 
are less than 400 students 
at Lyman Memorial High 
School. 

The latest enrollment shows 
359 students attend Lyman.


