
4.5 Inventory and Assess Historic Resources

5 — 45 Points

Action Updates

This action has been revised for the current certification cycle. A version of this action from the prior

program year is available for comparison. Edits are highlighted in yellow. (Last update 2020)

Objective

Plan for, educate, and implement projects to protect your community's historic resources.

Complementary action:

Assess Climate Vulnerability

What to Do

If you collaborate with other municipalities or other stakeholders to implement this Action, please describe
the partnership in the “partners” box of your submission. Please also consult this guidance document to help
your municipality earn points for actions pursued in partnership. Regional collaboration and other forms of
partnership are highly encouraged.

Best practices for historic places can be found within the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Places.

The more you do, the more points you earn.

1. Inventory Resources (5 points). Identify priority historic assets within your community, and actions

required to sustain their long-term viability. Actions should be specific to each asset listed. Please
include a short description of each location, and note if the location is privately or municipally owned.
Assets may include: 

Historic buildings,

Parks,

Natural resources,

View-sheds,

Public spaces,

Stone walls,

Other

Submit: The list of priority historic resources and the list of actions required to sustain their long-term

viability. The State Historic Preservation Office can help pay for such services.

2. Assess Viability of Assets (10 points per asset, max 3 assets or 30 points). For one historic asset

included in your priority list, assess its viability and long-term health. Include in the assessment the
sustainability of each building present, possibility of energy retrofits, vulnerability to natural hazards and
climate change, etc. You may assess the viability for up to three different assets (10 points per asset).
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https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Archived_Actions/2020_UO_Actions/4.5.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/actions-certifications/actions/#open/action/34
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Municipal_Partner_Guidance--2020.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm
http://www.ct.gov/cct/cwp/view.asp?a=2127&q=293806


Submit: You may submit the conditions assessment, feasibility study, or long-term maintenance plan

that uses the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Places for each historic
resource listed in your inventory. The State Historic Preservation Office can help pay for such services.

3. Education (5 points). Sponsor or host an educational workshop or program to educate owners of

historic homes on how to manage their historic building(s) sustainably (for example, through energy
audits or energy efficiency upgrades). You may partner with neighboring communities to offer the
workshop.

Submit: A description of outreach (5 sentences maximum); and documentation of education

programming at least one example from among materials disseminated; and number of historic
buildings in municipality; and estimated number of property owners reached through education
program.

4. Achieve Recognition (5 points). Achieve “Certified Local Government” status. See the Certified Local

Government Program of the CT Department of Economic and Community Development website for
additional information on how to work towards your certification.

Submit: Proof of recognition from the National Park Service regarding attainment of Certified Local
Government status.

Credit for Past Action

For spring certification, count back from February 1st of the current year. For fall certification, count back from
August 1st of the current year. For further clarification on determining if your prior work is eligible to earn
points, click here.

Assessments must have been completed within the past 10 years, with proof of update prior to
application submission.

Educational workshops must have occurred within the past year.

Certified Local Government status may be included each time certification is sought.

Potential Municipal and Community Collaborators

Staff from the planning and zoning, parks and recreation, public works, and economic development
departments could be helpful in implementing this action. Your historic preservation commission, planning
and zoning commission, energy commission, local historic society, local art league, CT Department of
Economic and Community Development, Office of Culture and Tourism could help implement this action.

Funding

Below are potential funding sources specific to this Action. For a complete listing of potential funding
opportunities to assist with implementing Sustainable CT Actions, please visit the Sustainable CT Grants
Portal, which is searchable by Action. Please also visit the Sustainable CT Resources for Certification page for
opportunities for technical assistance and other supports.

Historic Restoration Fund Grants
Urban Act Grant Program
Municipal Grant Program (MGP)
2020 Sustainable CT Community Match Fund

Funding outlined below may be beneficial to creating the historic inventory and/or implementing action
items listed in your inventory.

Historic Restoration Fund Grant
Survey and Planning Grants for Historic Inventories
Planning and Pre-Development Grants
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https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm
http://www.ct.gov/cct/cwp/view.asp?a=2127&q=293806
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/Historic-Preservation/01_Programs_Services/Municipal-Programs/Certified-Local-Government-Program
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Credit_for_Past_Action_Document.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/funding/
https://sustainablect.org/resources-news-events/
https://sustainablect.org/funding/grants-portal/detail/?tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=10&tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&cHash=89865352030ebc4948c6da3a6b278b5c
https://sustainablect.org/funding/grants-portal/detail/?tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=95&tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&cHash=26b48e66187c344698ff787e0730067d
https://sustainablect.org/funding/grants-portal/detail/?tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=96&tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&cHash=fee9a6e9e893ad33a69f027ad81d1db4
https://sustainablect.org/funding/grants-portal/detail/?tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=104&tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&cHash=af17fd0f7c6614cf00257746113fdf1a
http://www.cultureandtourism.org/cct/cwp/view.asp?a=3933&q=317350
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/media/Content/For_resources/Planning/1._State_Historic_Preservation_Office.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/media/Content/For_resources/Planning/2._Planning_and_Predevelopment_Grants.pdf


Partners in Preservation Grant

Funding available to communities with Certified Local Government status:

Historic Preservation Enhancement Grants (HPEG)

Supplemental Certified Local Government Grants

Resources

Toolkits, Calculators, Guidance Documents

CT Trust for Historic Preservation, “Inventory of Local Historic Districts and Local Historic Properties,
Connecticut”

National Park Service, Technical Preservation Services, “Sustainability”

National Park Service, “NPS-28: Cultural Resource Management Guideline”

National Preservation Institute, “What are ‘Cultural Resources’?”

GSA

Certified Local Governments: CT Department of Economic and Community Development

National Park Service

National Park Service, "The Treatment of Historic Properties"

Energize CT

Sample Preservation Restriction/Easement

National Trust for Historic Preservation, “Climate and Culture”

National Park Service, “National Park Service Cultural Resources Climate Change Strategy”

New London Fire Department Headquarters Building, Conditions Assessment Report

The First Church of Christ Congregational East Haddam, Connecticut Conditions Assessment Report

Organizations and Relevant Programs

CT Trust For Historic Preservation

CT Main Street

CT Department of Community and Economic Development, Office of Culture and Tourism

CT Department of Community and Economic Development, State Historic Preservation Office

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

American Alliance of Museums

National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers

National Park Service 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 

National Endowment for the Humanities

Why This Matters

Historic resources can be buildings, monuments, art installations, traditional community practices,
archaeological sites, public spaces, stonewalls, etc.

Benefits

Historic resources perform a vital function in a community by:

Contributing to local community character,

Instilling attachment to place,

Attracting a talented workforce, and

Encouraging tourism.
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https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/media/Content/For_resources/Planning/3._Partners_in_Preservation.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/media/Content/For_resources/Planning/4._HPEG.pdf
http://www.cultureandtourism.org/cct/cwp/view.asp?a=3933&q=464434
http://lhdct.org/maps/inventory-overview
https://www.nps.gov/tps/sustainability.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/nps28/28intro.htm
https://www.npi.org/NEPA/what-are
https://www.gsa.gov/real-estate/historic-preservation/historic-preservation-policy-tools-re/preservation-tools-resources
http://www.cultureandtourism.org/cct/cwp/view.asp?a=3933&q=464434#SCLG
https://www.nps.gov/clg/become-clg.html
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm
https://www.energizect.com/your-home
http://www.cultureandtourism.org/cct/cwp/view.asp?a=2127&q=293852
https://savingplaces.org/climate-and-culture#.WejemFtSyM8
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1207/01-06-2017-cultural-resources-climate-change-strategy.htm
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Other/NEW_LONDON_FIRE_DEP__HQ_-_CONDITION_ASSESSMENT_-_FINAL_9-27-17__002_.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Other/FCC_Congo_East_Haddam_Condition_Assessment.pdf
http://www.cttrust.org/
http://ctmainstreet.org/
http://www.ct.gov/cct/cwp/view.asp?a=3948&q=464698
http://www.cultureandtourism.org/cct/cwp/view.asp?a=2127&q=293806
http://www.achp.gov/
http://www.aam-us.org/
http://ncshpo.org/
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.preservationnation.org/
http://www.neh.gov/


By protecting local historic resources from a host of threats, (for instance, climate change), you ensure that
present and future generations can enjoy these sites.

CT Success Stories

2018 Glastonbury - Extensive and Clear Submission

2018 Greenwich - Extensive and Clear Submission

2018 Hartford - Extensive and Clear Submission

2018 Milford - Extensive and Clear Submission

2018 New Haven - Extensive and Clear Submission

2018 New London - Extensive and Clear Submission

2018 New Milford - Extensive and Clear Submission

2018 Ridgefield - Extensive and Clear Submission

2018 Windham - Extensive and Clear Submission

2018 Woodbridge - Extensive and Clear Submission

Westport, CT: Historic District Commission
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https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=5&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=f34f1cdc728196324290919439ab3cce#cas110
https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=12&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=8799c4ea1b9d62bc98689e66727175b9#cas265
https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=6&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=37edef6f567cd4951a2b6f9078d7f807#cas134
https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=21&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=8a0d07a2439cefcd11c7e635fd7ede17#cas435
https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=23&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=0b1f4ae62ccc8b050b2df5d31022458d#cas485
https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=13&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=af07a020aa886f541b6dd34f25195cd9#cas291
https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=11&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=ff0ad791e4437d8099128044d768b2bb#cas243
https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=20&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=7b202302e206e27afb43859c5bc78021#cas415
https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=14&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=bbac6f655a2472eeef4304548f5afbf7#cas310
https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=7&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=2c1ad8e24c63a215dac1d4ffad2dc54f#cas158
http://www.westportct.gov/index.aspx?page=1097
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