
6.3 Achieve High Energy Performance for Individual Buildings

5 — 140 Points

Action Updates

This action has been revised for the current certification cycle. A version of this action from the prior

program year is available for comparison. Edits are highlighted in yellow. (Last update 2018)

Objective

Reduce energy use in individual municipal buildings or unique facilities (water and wastewater facilities).

What to Do

If you collaborate with other municipalities or other stakeholders to implement this Action, please describe
the partnership in the “partners” box of your submission. Please also consult this guidance document to help
your municipality earn points for actions pursued in partnership. Regional collaboration and other forms of
partnership are highly encouraged.

The more you do, the more points you earn.

Achieve an Energy Efficiency or High Performance Target in Buildings (Up to 50 points for 1 and 2; plus up

to 40 points for 3)

1. Achieve a score of 75 or above for at least one municipal/Board of Education building in ENERGYSTAR
Portfolio Manager and achieve Energy Star certification by the US Environmental Protection Agency. (5

points per building)

Submit: Proof of ENERGY STAR Building certification by uploading one of the following: 1) the SCT

Portfolio Manager data request; 2) documentation from a Licensed Professional confirming Energy Star
building certification for each building (showing building name, address, year of certification, and
Energy Star score); 3) link to URL for your building on ENERGY STAR Labeled Buildings and Plants
webpage; or 4) equivalent documentation.

Note: Buildings certified under the Energy Star Program must be current within three years to the year
seeking certification.

OR

2. Achieve LEED Silver (or higher) certification for at least one municipal/Board or Education building. (5

points per building)

Submit: Proof of LEED Silver (or higher) status by uploading one of the following: 1) documentation

from the US Green Building Council confirming LEED silver (or higher) status (showing building name,
location, certification date, certification level); 2) link to URL for your building on US Green Building
Council Projects website; or 3) equivalent documentation.

Note: LEED Silver (or higher) buildings may be submitted each time certification is sought.

OR
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https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Archived_Actions/Fall_2018_Action_Updates/6.3_2018_1.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Municipal_Partner_Guidance--2020.pdf
https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/reports/dataRequest/accept/a3cc24bb-8faf-4d42-a354-f368f99eea9f
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=labeled_buildings.locator
https://www.usgbc.org/projects/list


3. Achieve LEED Zero status for at least one municipal/Board of Education building, demonstrating one or
more any one of the following: net zero carbon emissions, net zero energy use, net zero water use, or
net zero waste. (20 points per building)

Submit: Proof of LEED Zero status by uploading one of the following: 1) documentation from the US

Green Building Council confirming LEED Zero status (showing building name, location, certification
date, certification level); 2) link to URL for your building on US Green Building Council Projects website;
or 3) equivalent documentation.

Note: LEED Zero buildings may be submitted each time certification is sought.

Credit for Past Action

For spring certification, count back from February 1st of the current year. For fall certification, count back from
August 1st of the current year. For further clarification on determining if your prior work is eligible to earn
points, click here.

Buildings certified under the Energy Star Program must be current within the past 3 years.

LEED Silver (or greater) buildings can be submitted for points each time certification is sought.

Water/wastewater reduction data must be updated and calculated to the most recent, complete year
for each time certification is sought.

Potential Municipal and Community Collaborators

Staff from the planning, building, public works, water/wastewater, purchasing departments, and
representatives from the planning and zoning, and energy commissions could be helpful in implementing
this action.

Funding

Below are potential funding sources specific to this Action. For a complete listing of potential funding
opportunities to assist with implementing Sustainable CT Actions, please visit the Sustainable CT Grants
Portal, which is searchable by Action. Please also visit the Sustainable CT Resources for Certification page for
opportunities for technical assistance and other supports.

Urban Act Grant Program
Municipal Grant Program (MGP)
2020 Sustainable CT Community Match Fund

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Energy Saving Performance
Contracting Program

Resources

Toolkits, Calculators, Guidance Documents, General Information

LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design), US Green Building Council

The Advanced Energy Design Guide—Achieving Zero Energy series

Map of CT LEED Certified Buildings - The Connecticut Green Building Council

Visit ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager and use the “Licensed Professional Finder” (box on right) to find
professionals that provide certification for Energy Star buildings (some provide free verification)

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, “Energy Efficiency"

US Environmental Protection Agency, "Energy Efficiency in Water and Wastewater Facilities"

US Environmental Protection Agency, "Energy Efficiency for Water Utilities"
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https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Credit_for_Past_Action_Document.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/funding/
https://sustainablect.org/resources-news-events/
https://sustainablect.org/funding/grants-portal/detail/?tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=95&tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&cHash=26b48e66187c344698ff787e0730067d
https://sustainablect.org/funding/grants-portal/detail/?tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=96&tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&cHash=fee9a6e9e893ad33a69f027ad81d1db4
https://sustainablect.org/funding/grants-portal/detail/?tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=104&tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&cHash=af17fd0f7c6614cf00257746113fdf1a
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=4405&Q=513642
https://www.usgbc.org/help/what-leed
https://www.ashrae.org/technical-resources/aedgs
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1KIRHadQoLhid10r27wP2o0onMksKJKjE&ll=41.501028203838196%2C-72.77561299999996&z=9
https://ctgbc.org/
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager?testEnv=falsehttps://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager?testEnv=false
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=4405&Q=513716
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/media/Content/For_resources/Physical_Inf/1._DEEP.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-water-infrastructure/energy-efficiency-water-utilities


Acadia Center, "Community Energy Vision, Action Guide for Connecticut"

Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnership, "Zero Energy Schools Toolkit"

Common energy efficiency measures that can be implemented to help individual buildings achieve
certification and recognition include, but are not limited to, LED lighting and lighting controls, high
efficiency HVAC equipment and controls, building envelop improvements to reduce air infiltration and
improve insulation, plug load controls, renewable generation or co-generation, and energy efficient
appliances and equipment.

Common energy efficiency measures that can be implemented to help water or wastewater treatment
facilities include, but are not limited to: High efficiency pumps, motors, and blowers as well as controls;
Efficient operations (for example: set aeration pumps and compressors to variable speed and ensure
plant sensors are accurate and set to optimal levels); SCADA System to improve process operation;
Operational improvements; and Modifications to facility buildings as noted above.

Organizations and Relevant Programs

Energize CT

Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund

American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy (ACEEE)

ENERGY STAR

CT Green Building Council

US Green Building Council, LEED

Why This Matters

This action enables you to earn Sustainable CT points for energy efficiency reductions in:

Individual buildings (as opposed to the Reduce Energy Use Across All Municipal Buildings Action which
rewards energy use reductions across the entire municipal building stock), or

Municipal water treatment facilities, which are typically measured by different metrics than other
municipal buildings and have been excluded from the Reduce Energy Use Across All Municipal
Buildings Action. Water and wastewater treatment plants are typically energy intensive, with 24/7
operations, and in many municipalities are the single largest energy users.

Benefits

Through this action, you can:

Lower your municipality’s energy, operations, and maintenance costs;

Reduce your municipality’s harmful emissions;

Improve working conditions, indoor and outdoor air quality, and public health through reducing
greenhouse gases and criteria pollutants;

Extend the useful life of your municipal infrastructure; and

Reduce your community’s reliance on finite natural resources.

You can also shift focus to individual certified buildings, which may enhance their desirability as venues
for events and meetings.

CT Success Stories

2018 Bristol - Clearly Defined Data

2018 Milford - Clearly Defined Data
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https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/media/Content/For_resources/Other/Acadia-Center_Community-EnergyVision_Action-Guide_CT.pdf
https://neep.org/sites/default/files/resources/Zero Energy Schools Toolkit FINAL.pdf
https://www.energizect.com/your-town
https://www.energizect.com/about
http://aceee.org/
https://www.energystar.gov/
http://ctgbc.org/index.php?bypassCookie=1
https://new.usgbc.org/leed
https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=3&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=034f4d7f2799985c61ba76cfa3a42df0#cas68
https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=21&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=8a0d07a2439cefcd11c7e635fd7ede17#cas440


2018 New Haven - Clearly Defined Data

Milford, CT: “Two Milford Municipal Buildings Receive ENERGY STAR® Certification”
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https://sustainablect.org/communities-partners-impact/participating-communities/certification-report/?tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=23&tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=0b1f4ae62ccc8b050b2df5d31022458d#cas490
https://www.energizect.com/two-milford-municipal-buildings-receive-energy-star%C2%AE-certification
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