Sustainable CT

Local Actions. Stafewide Impacl* &

3.13 Promote Dark Skies

5 — 40 Points

Action Updates

This action was last updated in 2025. The previous version of this action is available for comparison. Edits are
highlighted in yellow.

Objective

Adopt measures to reduce light pollution to promote human health, provide environmentally sensitive lighting
for wildlife protection, ensure adequate light for safety in your municipality, and increase the visibility of stars
against a night sky.

Complementary Action:

e |nstall Efficient Exterior Lighting

What to Do

The more you do, the more points you earn.

1. Conduct public education and outreach related to light pollution and the importance of dark skies for local
businesses, institutions, and residences. (5 points)

Implement a light pollution outreach program in your town that includes, but is not limited to, one or all of
the following:

o Presentations or workshops on the impacts (both local and global) of light pollution;

o A searchable, navigable space on the municipal website for light pollution awareness and education and
associated social media outreach; and/or

o Educational materials on light pollution and its impacts disseminated in public spaces of your
municipality.

Submit: A brief overview of outreach (suggested 5 sentences maximum), including target populations (if any);
dates of events (if any); and at least one example of educational materials disseminated in the last three years,
which could include flyers, articles, letters, newsletters, presentations, or digital communications. For websites,
submit both a hyperlink and a screenshot of the relevant webpage(s).

2. Adopt departmental procedures to analyze lighting needs at municipal facilities, reduce unnecessary lighting,
and to replace and install municipal outdoor lighting with products that have the IDA Fixture Seal of Approval
(or equivalent), including shielded lighting (where permitted), motion sensor activated lighting, and
downward- rather than upward-directing lighting. (15 points)

Submit: A copy of your policy and documentation to prove that your municipality utilizes IDA approved
lighting products (e.g., procurement contract, a list of installations). If using an equivalent standard, please
describe how it qualifies as a dark skies compliant or otherwise light pollution reducing product standard.

3. Adopt a municipal dark skies ordinance or incorporate dark skies concepts into your municipal code to better
manage nighttime lighting and limit light pollution. The Model Outdoor Lighting Regulations for Connecticut

can be used as a template or guide, and it may be adopted in full or only in sections relevant to your


https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Archived_Actions/Fall_2024_Action_Updates/REVISED_3.13_Promote_Dark_Skies--2025.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/actions-certifications/actions/#open/action/31
https://www.lightsoutct.org/model-municipal-lighting-policy-for-connecticut

municipality. (20 points)

Submit: A copy of the code or ordinance formally adopted by your governing body: documentation that the
regulations have been adopted (such as meeting minutes, a copy of the municipal zoning regulations with
relevant portions highlighted, a link to municipal ordinances, or similar verification).

Engaging Partners

Sustainable CT encourages regional collaboration and other forms of partnership. For every action, please
complete the “Partners” box in your submission, indicating the name(s) of any municipalities and/or organizations
you partnered with (if any) and a brief description of your municipality’s role. If you collaborate with other
municipalities, each community will receive points. For additional information, please see the "Partners Cuidance
Document".

Potential Municipal and Community Collaborators

Staff from the planning, building, public works, and purchasing departments could be helpful in implementing
this action. In addition, the planning and zoning, conservation, energy, and/or land use commissions, local council
of governments, local utility companies, local conservation districts, and local land trusts could help implement
this action.

Funding

If available, below are potential funding sources specific to this Action. For a complete listing of potential funding
opportunities to assist with implementing Sustainable CT Actions, please visit the Sustainable CT Grants Portal,
which is searchable by Action. Please also visit the Support for Your Town page for opportunities for technical
assistance and other supports.

Urban Act Grant Program
Sustainable CT Community Match Fund
State Funding Readiness Project

If applied to Sustainable CT action Conduct Health Impact Assessments: Connecticut Health Foundation

Resources

Toolkits, Calculators, Guidance Documents

Lights Out Connecticut, Model Outdoor Lighting Regulations for Connecticut

DarkSky International Connecticut Chapter, Checklist for Dark-Sky Compliant OQutdoor Lighting
The Last Green Valley's Cherish the Night Sky Report

DarkSky International Qutdoor Lighting Basics

DarkSky International, Light Pollution

DarkSky Approved Program

Light Pollution Laws—Connecticut General Assembly

Connecticut Light Pollution Map

International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) Resource Page

Organizations and Relevant Programs

Lights Out CT
The Last Green Valley

The International Dark Skies Association
Clear Dark Sky

Why This Matters

Light pollution is caused by excessive, misdirected and/or misused outdoor lighting that has the potential to
harm human health and safety, wildlife, and the environment. Although light pollution is most prevalent in larger
cities, even relatively small amounts of light and excess lighting in smaller towns can be noticed and create


https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Partners_Guidance_Document--FINAL.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=95&cHash=468e1a2e451b07375c778a700c727ad9
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=104&cHash=3542a93d67486dcb557dfc15cb94b20f
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=390&cHash=a76a182f703dce5aaffd6ee74d710363
https://sustainablect.org/actions-certifications/actions/#open/action/52
https://www.cthealth.org/
https://www.lightsoutct.org/model-municipal-lighting-policy-for-connecticut
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Action_Files/3.13/Dark_Sky_Compliant_Outdoor_Lighting_Checklist.pdf
https://thelastgreenvalley.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/LTGVar2019web2.pdf
https://www.darksky.org/our-work/lighting/lighting-for-citizens/lighting-basics/
https://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/
https://darksky.org/what-we-do/darksky-approved/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2017/rpt/2017-R-0258.htm
http://www.cleardarksky.com/lp/CSPCTlp.html
https://www.iccsafe.org/advocacy/international-energy-conservation-code-resource-page/
https://www.lightsoutct.org/
https://thelastgreenvalley.org/
https://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/light-pollution-solutions/
http://www.cleardarksky.com/csk/prov/Connecticut_charts.html

problems in rural areas.

Light pollution is the silent threat to wildlife and ecosystems. Excess light disrupts the reproduction patterns of
many animals, alters migration patterns, and increase deaths by drawing animals away from their habitats and
exposing them to predators. Light pollution also threatens aquatic ecosystems by increasing harmful algae
blooms. For humans, mismanaged and misdirected lighting can impact quality of life by limiting our ability to
view beautiful night skies and disrupting our natural circadian rhythm. However, the needs of the community
may be balanced by employing adequate, well-directed lighting to uphold public safety.

Benefits

By mitigating light pollution, residents of municipalities will experience both health and safety benefits.
According to the International Dark Skies Association, wildlife in and around your municipality may experience
benefits in reproduction, nourishment, sleep and protection from predators and may experience fewer
deaths/losses to their populations.

Light pollution reduction produces several co-benefits in addition to improving outcomes for wildlife, ecosystems,
and human health and safety. Mitigating light pollution can help reduce carbon dioxide emissions through
saving energy—the less and/or more efficiently we light our towns, the less energy is used and the more we are
able to reduce the production of harmful greenhouse gases. Additionally, towns may save money on energy bills
by removing or upgrading streetlights or by introducing part-night lighting, dimming measures, and lower-
energy lighting.

CT Success Stories

e Goshen - Oct 2022 Certification

o Fairfield - Oct 2024 Certification

e Milford - Oct 2024 Cetrtification

e West Hartford - Oct 2024 Certification
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