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3.11 Implement Green Grounds and Maintenance Programs

Action Updates

This action was last updated in 2026. A version of this action from the prior program year is available for
comparison. Edits are highlighted in yellow.

Objective

Engage best management practices at the municipal level related to ground treatments, irrigation, and/or
landscaping practices.

For low impact development or green infrastructure activities that help manage stormwater runoff, please see
Action 3.8 Implement Low Impact Development.

What to Do

The more you do, the more points you earn.

1. Complete the hyperlinked inventory for properties maintained by your municipality. (10 points)

Submit: A copy of the completed inventory (please complete all columns). If your inventory was created more
than three years ago, also include a brief statement that it is still accurate and used by your municipality.

2. Ground Treatment Best Management Practices (BMPs): Utilize an Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
Standard. IPM uses a combination of biological, cultural, physical/mechanical, and chemical management
tools to solve pest problems while minimizing risks to people and the environment. Although every IPM
program is different, successful programs use the same four-tiered approach, according to the U.S
Environmental Protection Agency: 1) set action thresholds; 2) monitor and identify pests; 3) prevent or remove
conditions that attract pests; and 4) control (Integrated Pest Management Fact Sheet. National Service Center
for Environmental Publications. 2010). (15 points)

Submit: A copy of the IPM standard utilized with a description of how it is currently implemented.

3. lrrigation BMPs:

a. Assess annual irrigation patterns and identify opportunities for reduction: Assess your annual irrigation
schedules. Identify opportunities to limit irrigation when possible, for example: by creating a responsive plan
that stops irrigation if it's raining or the ground is saturated, and limits irrigation in times of drought. (10
points)

Submit: A copy of your irrigation assessment with a description of the efficient irrigation practices
implemented and amount by which this plan reduced irrigation (if available). If your irrigation assessment was
created more than three years ago, also include a brief description of how it is still relevant and used by your
municipality.

b. Implement water-efficient practices such as installing an automatic irrigation system that allows for timing
adjustments, and has a rain shut-off device and soil moisture sensor. Utilize low-flow irrigation equipment
where appropriate. Irrigate in the early mornings, when possible. Water-efficient irrigation practices must have
been implemented in the last three years and/or be currently used at the time of submission. (15 points)


https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Archived_Actions/Fall_2025_Action_Updates/REVISED_3.11_Implement_Green_Grounds_and_Maintenance_Programs_2026.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/actions-certifications/actions#open/action/8
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Action_Files/2021_Action_Worksheets/3.11/3.11_GreenGrounds_Inventory.xlsx
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Action_Files/2021_Action_Worksheets/3.11/3.11_GreenGrounds_Inventory.xlsx

Submit: A brief description of the practices implemented; documentation of practices (such as receipt or
purchase order for new equipment, new irrigation schedule, etc.); and date(s) of implementation.

4. Native Planting and Pruning: Create native planting and pruning procedures that prioritize planting of only
native species by your municipality. Establish efficient pruning practices to enhance plant success. (10 points)

Submit: A description of your native planting and pruning procedures and a list of approved plant species
used by your municipality. If there are exceptions to your native planting procedures, please include an
explanation.

5. Electric Equipment: Increase the use of electric lawn care and landscaping equipment by adopting the
following as your municipality’s standard operating procedure: (10 points)

o Replace gas-powered equipment with electric upon scheduled or unscheduled replacement;
o When purchasing new equipment, opt for electric as a first choice;

o If contracting with lawn care and landscaping providers, stipulate in service agreements that they should
use electric equipment whenever possible.

Submit: Documentation that your municipality utilizes electric lawn care and landscaping equipment (e.g.,
procurement contract, service contract from landscaping company, memo from relevant municipal
department or staff) as part of its standard operating procedure.

6. Education Program: Sponsor or host an education program for private property owners and commercial
landscapers, sharing both the benefits of the best management practices outlined in this action and the
impacts of conventional grounds maintenance practices. You may highlight one specific best management
practice or cover multiple practices in one education program. (5 points)

Submit: A brief overview of outreach (suggested 5 sentences maximum), including target populations (if any);
date of event; and at least one example of educational materials disseminated in the last three years, which
could include flyers, articles, letters, newsletters, presentations, or digital communications. For websites,
submit both a hyperlink and a screenshot of the relevant webpage(s).

Engaging Partners

Sustainable CT encourages regional collaboration and other forms of partnership. For every action, please
complete the “Partners” box in your submission, indicating the name(s) of any municipalities and/or organizations
you partnered with (if any) and a brief description of your municipality’s role. If you collaborate with other
municipalities, each community will receive points. For additional information, please see the "Partners Cuidance
Document".

Potential Municipal and Community Collaborators

Staff from the public works, parks and recreation, planning, and engineering departments could be helpful in
implementing this action.

In addition, the facilities/maintenance managers could help implement this action.

Funding

If available, below are potential funding sources specific to this Action. For a complete listing of potential funding
opportunities to assist with implementing Sustainable CT Actions, please visit the Sustainable CT Grants Portal

which is searchable by Action. Please also visit the Support for Your Town page for opportunities for technical
assistance and other supports.

e Urban Act Grant Program
e Sustainable CT Community Match Fund

e State Funding Readiness Project

Resources


https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Partners_Guidance_Document--FINAL.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=95&cHash=468e1a2e451b07375c778a700c727ad9
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=104&cHash=3542a93d67486dcb557dfc15cb94b20f
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=390&cHash=a76a182f703dce5aaffd6ee74d710363

Toolkits, Calculators, Guidance Documents, General Information

e Pesticide, Fertilizer, and Integrated Pest Management Resources:

o UConn College of Agriculture, Health and Natural Sources, Best Management Practices for Pesticide-Free
Connecticut School Landscapes

o UConn College of Agriculture, Health and Natural Sources, Best Management Practices for Pesticide-Free

Cool-Season Athletic Fields

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Pesticide Management Program

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Integrated Pest Management

Connecticut General Assembly, "An Act Banning Pesticide Use on School Grounds (Public Act No. 07-168)""
o CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, IPM Cuidance

e |rrigation Resources:

o Environmental Protection Agency, WaterSense: Outdoors

o Environmental Protection Agency, WaterSense Labeled Irrigation Controllers

o Environmental Protection Agency, WaterSense, Your Grass Can Be Greener: Water-Efficient Landscapes
Start With Certified Irrigation Professionals

o American Society of Landscape Architects, Sustainable Residential Design: Improving Water Management

o American Society of Landscape Architects, Improving Water Efficiency: Residential Drip Irrigation

Electric EQuipment:

o People's Action for Clean Energy, Case Study: Gas-Powered Lawn Equipment Buy-Back in Ridgefield

o Massachusetts Operational Services Division, Reasons to Consider Battery-Powered Landscaping
Equipment

o CoPIRG Foundation, Lawn care goes electric

o New York State Energy Research and Development Authority, Electric Yard Equipment Buyer's Guide

Native Planting and Pruning:

o UConn Extension, Connecticut Native Plant & Sustainable Landscaping Guide

o UConn College of Agriculture, Health and Natural Sources, Connecticut Native Perennial, Tree, & Shrub
Availability List

o UConn Extension, 2025 Connecticut Native Tree, Shrub, and Perennial Availability List

General Resources:

o CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Sustainable Practices and Resources for the

Landscaping and Lawn Care Industry
o CT Nonpoint Education for Municipal Officials (NEMO) Developing a Sustainable Community, A Cuide to

Help Connecticut Communities Craft Plans and Regulations that Protect Water Quality

Organizations and Relevant Programs

o O o

® |ong Island Sound Study

® Connecticut Conservation Districts

e Connecticut River Watershed Partnership

® Environment & Human Health, Inc.

e |nternational Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM)
e Society for Organic Urban Landcare (SOUL)

e Xeriscape

Why This Matters

The types of grounds a municipality manages can vary, and each location within a community may require a
unique maintenance plan. How your city or town manages its properties, however diverse, can have a large
impact on the health and safety of neighborhoods and neighborhood habitats. For instance, fertilizer, insecticide,
and herbicide cause negative impacts on human and animal health and on the environment. During rain events,
these chemicals runoff from lawns, playing fields, and parks, and make their way to the Sound, where they can
lead to hypoxia (low oxygen) - a deadly habitat condition for fish and lobster.

Overwatering can lead to wasted money, and a wasted resource - especially in times of drought.
Benefits

Reducing or limiting the amount of fertilizer, herbicide, and insecticide will lead to:


https://ipm.cahnr.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/3216/2023/05/UConn-School-Landscapes-Best-Management-Practices.pdf
https://ipm.cahnr.uconn.edu/best-management-practices-for-pesticide-free-cool-season-athletic-fields/
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/pesticides/pesticide-management-program
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/pesticides/integrated-pest-management/integrated-pest-management
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2007/ACT/PA/2007PA-00168-R00HB-05234-PA.htm
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/pesticides/integrated-pest-management/ipm-guidance#GeneralGuidance
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoors
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Action_Files/3.11/ws-products-factsheet-irrigation-controllers.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Action_Files/3.11/ws_grassgreener508.pdf
https://www.asla.org/waterefficiency.aspx
https://www.asla.org/dripirrigation.aspx
https://www.pacecleanenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Campaign-Case-Study-Ridgefield-buy-back-campaign.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/news/reasons-to-consider-battery-powered-landscaping-equipment
https://pirg.org/colorado/foundation/resources/lawn-care-goes-electric/
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Featured-Stories/Electric-Yard-Equipment-Buyers-Guide
https://ipm.cahnr.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/3216/2023/06/UConn-Native-and-Sustainable-Plant-Guide.pdf
https://ipm.cahnr.uconn.edu/connecticut-native-availability/
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/deep/wildlife/pdf_files/habitat/native-plant-availability-list.pdf?rev=c0883bb15df7471d9573be4386ed7001&hash=24C981A643D25342036C9E47700061BC
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/p2/industry/sustainable-practices-and-resources-for-the-landscaping-and-lawn-care-industry
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/media/Content/For_resources/LNR/2._NEMO.pdf
http://longislandsoundstudy.net/
http://www.conservect.org/
https://www.friendsofconte.org/
http://www.ehhi.org/about-us.php
https://www.ifoam.bio/en/what-we-do-1
https://organiclandcare.ca/
http://xeriscape.sustainablesources.com/

e Reducing and filtering the stormwater runoff from your municipal properties, which:
o Protects your local aquatic habitats, and
o Increases your resilience to possible flooding events.

e Preventing weeds and unwanted pests without as many harmful repercussions,

o Lower grounds maintenance expenses for your city or town due to using less water and fewer chemical
ground treatments, and

o Reduced harm to the natural environment, including a healthier Long Island Sound,
o Healthier soils and healthier plants
e Safer places for residents to work and play:

e |mproved health conditions for everyone who uses or maintains those grounds.

Electric landscaping and lawn care equipment have reduced greenhouse gas emissions and noise pollution,
compared to gas-powered counterparts. Their use provides air quality benefits and health benefits to equipment
operators.

Native planting and pruning practices help prevent the spread of harmful invasive species. Native plant species
have also adapted to local conditions, making them suitable to the local climate, and in some cases, reducing the
need for frequent watering. Native plant species help contribute to a healthy local ecosystem of both plants and
wildlife.

CT Success Stories

e Darien - Oct 2022 Certification

e Guilford - Oct 2022 Certification

e Vernon - Oct 2022 Certification

e Glastonbury - Oct 2024 Certification
e Groton - Oct 2024 Certification

e Darien - Oct 2025 Cetrtification

e Hamden - Oct 2025 Cetrtification



http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=128&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=8a07b2b0039495b8565465059b6e422e#cas2933
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=134&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=ae66f94e6bbf117e9e3ecd8c4065c27a#cas3064
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=142&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=e226238d163f6f80f2c1dab3a39c19c9#cas3269
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=183&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=242790b29bd598b337c1c5d78e4a1b0d#cas4293
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=185&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=3b9b0b1b02f9734c0d62c8ca83294640#cas4384
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=211&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=ac107d5f6d0b81a4a13c1d6c7a7d9eed#cas5081
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=216&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=bca804913ab220ebdda9650e6d18ebf4#cas5260

