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3.5 Create a Natural Resource and Wildlife Inventory

10 — 50 Points

Action Updates

This action was last updated in 2026. The previous version of this action is available for comparison. Edits are
highlighted in yellow.

Objective

Plan for and implement projects to protect and enhance natural resources and habitats.

Complementary Action:

e Develop an Open Space Plan

What to Do

1.

Develop a natural resource and wildlife (NRW) inventory. Inventories must be town wide and can be
completed with help from regional or local partners. Detailed wildlife inventories are not required, but are
encouraged. Your inventory must include maps, which may display data from local, regional, state or national
sources but should include information pertaining to the major categories listed in Appendix A (all data layers
are available from CT DEEP or CT ECO unless otherwise noted). (10 points)

Submit: A copy of your NRW inventory. Include all mapping and provide a description of what your inventory
includes. If your map is online, you may include a hyperlink and a screenshot of the relevant webpage(s). If
your NRW inventory was created more than three years ago, also include a brief description of how it is still
relevant and used by your municipality.

. Integrate your NRW inventory into municipal planning documents (such as your Plan of Conservation and

Development or Open Space Plan) and/or decision-making processes. (10 points)
Examples include (but are not limited to):

o A briefing or series of briefings on the NRI for your town'’s land use commissions (planning, zoning, inland
wetlands, conservation);

o Making maps available to the public by posting them online, whether as an interactive map viewer, static
PDFs, or both; or

o Developing and documenting a protocol whereby land use commissions refer to the NRI during their
decision-making process, such as planning commissions when reviewing subdivision applications and/or
conservation commissions using the NRI when considering open space acquisitions.

Submit: A description of how you integrated your natural resource and wildlife inventory into municipal
planning documents and decision-making processes. If this was done more than three years ago, also include
a brief description of how it is still relevant and used by your municipality.

Complete a project that supports natural resources and/or wildlife in your municipality. Projects must have
been completed within the last three years and should align with recommended actions in the 2025
Connecticut State Wildlife Action Plan. (15 points per project, up to 30 points)

For an additional 5 points per project, create a project entry in the Connecticut State Wildlife Action Plan


https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Archived_Actions/Fall_2025_Action_Updates/REVISED_3.5_Create_a_Natural_Resource_and_Wildlife_Inventory--2026.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/actions-certifications/actions/#open/action/4
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Action_Files/3.5/Action_3.5.1_Appendix_A.pdf
https://deepmaps.ct.gov/
http://www.cteco.uconn.edu/
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/wildlife/connecticut-wildlife-action-plan

Wildlife Action Tracker. A user guide for the Wildlife Action Tracker is available here. (5-10 points)

Examples of projects include, but are not limited to:

o Habitat projects intended to increase biodiversity or increase the population size and/or breeding success
of a specific species (such as woodland restoration for a specific species; planting host plants for a specific
invertebrate; or installing, monitoring, and maintaining nesting boxes)

o Wildlife road crossings and stream crossings (see DEEP Stream Crossing Guidelines for best practices)

o Dam removals
o Fish ladder installations
o Infrastructure-based site protection, such as fencing, signage, seasonal closures, or closures to specific uses

o Install and maintain monofilament collection receptacles at popular fishing spots

Note: Natural resources and wildlife projects may not receive credit for other Sustainable CT actions. Invasive
species management projects should be included in the Sustainable CT Action 3.10 Facilitate Invasive Species
Education and Management, rather than this Action. Watershed protection projects may be submitted in this
Action or in Sustainable CT Action 3.3 Engage in Watershed Protection and Restoration, but not both.

Submit: Documentation of the completed project, including the completion date and a plan for future
maintenance. If the project was completed by a partner organization, include how the municipality
supported the project. If you have added your project to ctactions.org, please include a screenshot of your
project listed on the website.

Engaging Partners

Sustainable CT encourages regional collaboration and other forms of partnership. For every action, please
complete the “Partners” box in your submission, indicating the name(s) of any municipalities and/or organizations
you partnered with (if any) and a brief description of your municipality’s role. If you collaborate with other
municipalities, each community will receive points. For additional information, please see the "Partners Cuidance
Document".

Potential Municipal and Community Collaborators

Staff from the planning department could be helpful in implementing this action. In addition, the planning and
zoning, conservation, and/or land use commissions, local council of governments, local conservation districts, and
local land trusts could help implement this action. Staff from the DEEP Bureau of Natural Resources coordinate
the development and implementation of Connecticut’'s Wildlife Action Plan and Forest Action Plan and can
provide technical assistance and resources.

Funding

If available, below are potential funding sources specific to this Action. For a complete listing of potential funding
opportunities to assist with implementing Sustainable CT Actions, please visit the Sustainable CT Grants Portal,
which is searchable by Action. Please also visit the Support for Your Town page for opportunities for technical
assistance and other supports.

e Urban Act Grant Program
e Sustainable CT Community Match Fund
e State Funding Readiness Project

Resources

Toolkits, Calculators, Guidance Documents

e CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Connecticut Wildlife Action Plan
e CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Connecticut State Wildlife Action Plan Wildlife
Action Tracker


https://ctactions.org/
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Action_Files/3.5/Connecticut_Conservation_Action_Tracker_User_Guide.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/fishing/restoration/StreamCrossingGuidelinespdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Partners_Guidance_Document--FINAL.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=95&cHash=468e1a2e451b07375c778a700c727ad9
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=104&cHash=3542a93d67486dcb557dfc15cb94b20f
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=390&cHash=a76a182f703dce5aaffd6ee74d710363
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/wildlife/connecticut-wildlife-action-plan
https://ctactions.org/

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, CIS Open Data

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Priority Conservation Actions for Everyone

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Priority Conservation Actions for Municipalities
CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Utilization of 100 Foot Buffer Zones to Protect
Riparian Areas in Connecticut

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Stream Crossing Cuidelines

Aquiifer Protection Area Interactive Map

Connecticut Environmental Conditions Online

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Natural Resources

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Endangered Species Maps

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Natural Diversity Data Base Maps

University of Connecticut, Map and Geographic Information Catalog

New Hampshire Natural Resource Inventory Guide

US Environmental Protection Agency, EnviroAtlas

Organizations and Relevant Programs

e CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Bureau of Natural Resources
® Connecticut Conservation Districts
e Northeast Conservation Planning Atlas

Why This Matters

Natural resources and habitats are vital to environmental and human health and wellness, and do not pay
attention to municipal boundaries. Landscape level effort are necessary to address the threats faced by wildlife
and natural resources, but these efforts begin with local action. The first step to maximizing those benefits is
understanding what and where the resources are located.

To plan for their protection, or prioritize development in a way that minimizes harm, your community must
identify and acknowledge its varied and rich natural resources and habitat types and engage the partners already
working within and near your community.

Benefits

A comprehensive review of the natural resources and habitat types located within your borders can help shape
all municipal planning and development activities.

Keeping the inventory updated will provide the most accurate picture possible to the towns and residents.
CT Success Stories

e Guilford - Oct 2022 Certification

e Windsor - Oct 2022 Certification

e Barkhamsted - May 2024 Certification

e Canaan (Falls Village) - Oct 2024 Certification

e Ridgefield - Oct 2024 Certification
e Guilford - Oct 2025 Certification

¢ Ridgefield - Oct 2025 Certification
e Torrington - Oct 2025 Certification
e Windsor - Oct 2025 Certification

e Branford - May 2026 Certification



https://deepmaps.ct.gov/
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Action_Files/3.5/CT_SWAP_Everyone_Handout_Draft_2.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Action_Files/3.5/CT_SWAP_Municipality_Handout_-_Print_Draft.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/deep/fishing/restoration/riparianpositionstatementpdf.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/deep/fishing/restoration/streamcrossingguidelinespdf.pdf
https://ctdeep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=6b33fc05fcce4c5286fafae1b2cccbfb
http://www.cteco.uconn.edu/
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/about/main/natural-resources
http://www.depdata.ct.gov/naturalresources/endangeredspecies/nddbpdfs.asp
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/nddb/natural-diversity-data-base-maps
http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/connecticut_data.html#geoscience
https://extension.unh.edu/nhnriguide
https://www.epa.gov/enviroatlas
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/about/main/natural-resources
http://www.conservect.org/
https://northeast-sa-fws.hub.arcgis.com/
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=134&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=ae66f94e6bbf117e9e3ecd8c4065c27a#cas3061
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=146&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=274abeb87a0be4e9d8923641a3e0f3c9#cas3379
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=165&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=44e469c44d971074e2199590e14b740e#cas3847
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=180&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=98eee2295f3dadbfcd9b749277d2e8cb#cas4199
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=195&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=9961892b493905f32f0de673acc30431#cas4644
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=214&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=623daeaeba375978e386248fc22b6e9c#cas5176
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=220&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=02b7a61f0e5103e069cdfd12616cb0a1#cas5412
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=225&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=c104644eba7597f180e2ec231b09e5dc#cas5546
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=229&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=b42465fe3571c270399c2ee6249ec67f#cas5656
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=234&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=e33cad7b8f6f7dcab593d56801f2df75#cas5786

