Sustainable CT

Local Actions. Statewide Impact® &=

5.10 Plan and Implement Climate Resilience Strategies

5 — 85 Points

Action Updates

This action was added in 2026.

Objective

Plan for climate resilience measures in your community; educate residents on climate resilience; and implement
climate resilience measures.

Complementary Actions:

Implement Low Impact Development

Assess Climate Vulnerability

Plan for Long-Term Recovery

Participate in the National Flood Insurance Program’s Community Rating System
Plan and Prepare for Extreme Heat

What to Do

1.

Educate residents and/or businesses in your community about climate resilience. This may include
information on your municipal website or in other municipal communications channels, or an event sharing
information on climate resilience. Events must have taken place in the last three years. For science-based
informational resources, please see links below. (5 points)

Submit: An overview of your education program (5 sentences maximum), including target populations (if any),
and at least one example of materials disseminated in the last three years, which could include flyers, articles,
letters, newsletters, presentations, or digital communications. For websites, submit both a hyperlink and a
screenshot of the relevant webpage(s).

Develop and adopt a municipal plan focused on climate resilience. This may be a standalone plan or a portion
of another municipal plan. Regional plans are eligible for submission. (10 points)
The following elements are required in your climate resilience plan:
o Assessment of climate vulnerabilities and risks in your community (materials prepared for Action 5.4.1 may
fulfill this requirement);

o |dentification of specific strategies to help mitigate risks and adapt to a changing climate. Municipalities
are encouraged to pursue strategies beyond hard infrastructure (such as nature-based solutions) and to
evaluate them using the PERSISTS criteria (more details here).

o A plan for implementing the identified strategies, including cost estimates or funding strategies,
prioritization of strategies, and possible alternatives if needed.

o A timeline for regular plan re-evaluation and monitoring, allowing for future improvements, revisions, and
adaptive management.

Submit: A copy of your climate resilience plan (inclusion in your Plan of Conservation and Development is
acceptable); documentation of the plan adoption (such as meeting minutes, an internal memo, or similar
verification); and a completed worksheet 1. If your plan was adopted more than three years ago, also include a
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brief description of how it is still relevant and used by your municipality. This subaction is included in the
Sustainable CT Climate Leader Designation.

3. Implement climate resilience measures in your municipality. Projects must have been completed in the last
three years, and projects completed collaboratively with other municipalities are eligible for points. (15 points
per climate resilience project, up to 30 points)

Examples of climate resilience projects include, but are not limited to:

o Restore coastal ecosystems and habitats for flood mitigation

o Add stormwater management infrastructure to respond to increased precipitation

o Install shade structures and/or water features in public spaces to mitigate extreme heat

o Install backup generators at critical municipal facilities

o |dentify and upgrade undersized culverts

o Create a community resilience hub

Note: Projects submitted here may not be submitted under any other Sustainable CT action Projects that are

used to earn points toward this Action may not be used to earn points toward any other Sustainable CT
Action (i.e., no "double-counting").

Submit: A brief description of the climate resilience project or initiative, including completion date and the
role of your municipality; a brief statement explaining how the project supports climate resilience in your
community. This subaction is included in the Sustainable CT Climate Leader Designation.

4. Adopt a municipal policy or ordinance to support climate resilience in your community. (20 points, up to 40
points for two policies)

Examples of policies include, but are not limited to:

o Require stormwater capture through green infrastructure, vegetation, or permeable pavement
o Add or increase local freeboard requirements in the local zoning or flood ordinance

o Allow additional building height, beyond what is permitted in local zoning, to accommodate flood
resilient design

o Restrict sensitive uses (such as medical facilitates, long-term care facilities, etc.) from being newly
developed in high-risk areas

o Require planting or vegetation in new developments to improve stormwater management and to help
manage the urban heat island effect

Note: Policies submitted here may not be submitted under any other Sustainable CT action Projects that are
used to earn points toward this Action may not be used to earn points toward any other Sustainable CT
Action (i.e., no "double-counting").

Submit: A copy of the policy formally adopted by your municipal governing body; and documentation that
the policy has been adopted (such as meeting minutes, a copy of the municipal zoning regulations with
relevant portions highlighted, a link to municipal ordinances, or similar verification). This subaction is included
in the Sustainable CT Climate Leader Designation.

Engaging Partners

Sustainable CT encourages regional collaboration and other forms of partnership. For every action, please
complete the “Partners” box in your submission, indicating the name(s) of any municipalities and/or organizations
you partnered with (if any) and a brief description of your municipality’s role. If you collaborate with other
municipalities, each community will receive points. For additional information, please see the "Partners Cuidance
Document".

Potential Municipal and Community Collaborators
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Potential collaborators for this action include public works staff, planning and zoning commissions and/or staff,
parks and recreation staff, Inlands Wetlands Commissions, CT DEEP, the Long Island Sound Partnership, and the
Connecticut Institute for Resilience and Climate Adaptation (CIRCA).

Funding

If available, below are potential funding sources specific to this Action. For a complete listing of potential funding
opportunities to assist with implementing Sustainable CT Actions, please visit the Sustainable CT Grants Portal,
which is searchable by Action. Please also visit the Support for Your Town page for opportunities for technical
assistance and other supports.

® Fiscal Year 2024 & 2025 Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC)

e Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant Program

e CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP), Climate Resilience Fund

Resources

Toolkits, Calculators, Guidance Documents

Long Island Sound Partnership, Resilience Resource Hub

Long Island Sound Partnership, 2025 Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP)

CT DEEP, Flood Management

U.S. Climate Resilience Toolkit

Georgetown University Climate Center, Adaptation Clearinghouse

Connecticut Conference of Municipalities, A Study on Understanding and Addressing the Occurrence of Local

Flooding in Connecticut

e Connecticut Institute for Resilience and Climate Adaptation (CIRCA), CT DEEP, and University of Connecticut
Atmospheric Sciences Group, Connecticut Physical Climate Science Assessment Report (PCSAR)

e CT DEEP, Climate Change

e US. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Community Resilience Toolkit

e Mapping and Data Resources:

o CT ECO, Sea Level Rise Effects on Roads & Marshes

o Northeast Regional Climate Center (NRCC) and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Extreme
Precipitation in New York and New England

o CT Department of Transportation, Drainage Network Interactive Map

o Connecticut Institute for Resilience & Climate Adaptation (CIRCA), Climate Change Vulnerability Index

(CCVI) Viewer
o Climate Central, Coastal Risk Finder

Organizations and Relevant Programs

Long Island Sound Partnership, Sustainable and Resilient Communities

Connecticut Institute for Resilience & Climate Adaptation (CIRCA)

Connecticut Green Bank, Resilience & Climate Adaptation Offerings

Adapt CT
Northeast Regional Climate Center

Why This Matters

Climate resilience measures are increasingly important as climate change impacts are already being seen in
Connecticut. By taking a proactive approach to climate resilience, communities can move away from reacting to
effects and instead strengthen and prepare for impacts before they happen. Planning for climate resilience helps
strengthen communities before, during, and after the impacts of climate change are felt.

Benefits
Climate resilience strategies often provide multiple co-benefits for people, ecosystems, and the built

environment. A study from the World Resources Institute found that for every $1.00 invested in climate resilience
strategies, returns “$10.50 in benefits over a 10-year period.”
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CT Success Stories

e Westbrook - May 2026 Certification
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