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BRETT DONOVAN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

STORRS — Saturday’s ugly incident in which a state 
trooper was hit in the face with a can of beer at a wild 
Carriage House bash brought to mind past revelry at 
the infamous apartments.

Nonetheless, state police offi-
cials said the incident was more 
isolated in nature rather than rep-
resenting a return to the complex’s 
past as a hub for the University of 
Connecticut’s party culture.

Last Saturday, a 21-year-old 
tossed a can of beer into a massive 
crowd, estimated at around 1,000 
people, at an off-campus student 
party as state police arrived to 
break up the bash.

Carmine Pannizzo, of New Fair-
field, was charged with second-degree reckless endan-
germent and assault on a public safety officer for alleg-
edly striking the trooper in the head with the beer can, 
according to a state police report.

The suspect posted a $1,500 surety bond and is 
scheduled to appear in Rockville Superior Court Oct. 
24, according to state police.

State police responded to the large gathering at the 
Carriage House apartments on Hunting Lodge Road in 
Mansfield at 2:56 p.m. following multiple complaints, 
according to state police.

However, the drinking festivities actually began on 
campus that day before relocating to the complex — an 
area one known for wild, out-of-control, student-led 
parties.

A notable incident at the complex in recent years 
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Honors for sustainability

Mini boater
David Tourigny of Willimantic takes his radio-controlled speedboat for a spin in the water at 
Alex Caisse Park in Willimantic Tuesday afternoon. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Hebron, Windham and Coventry each received awarded bronze 
‘Sustainable CT’ certifications for commitments to sustainability. 
Hebron, left, was honored for many projects, including a beautified 
center of town that includes this walkway near the Douglas Library. 
Examples of Coventry’s work, above, include solar panels that were 
installed on top of its town hall. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Far from a mandate, achieving 
“Sustainable CT” status is a desired des-
ignation for municipalities because it 
rewards community improvements that 
help the town and environment.

And, locally, three towns — Windham, 
Coventry and Hebron — have achieved 
just that.

The trio of towns was recently awarded 
bronze “Sustainable CT” certifications in 
recognition of municipal commitments to 
sustainability.

The awards will be given out dur-
ing the annual Connecticut Conference 

of Municipalities Conference Oct. 30 at 
Foxwoods Resort Casino.

Like the other towns, Hebron Town 
Manager Andrew Tierney said his com-
munity will be able to use the “Sustainable 
CT” logo on the town website, a badge of 
honor for any municipality. 

“We’re really ecstatic,” said Tierney. 
“They give you points for everything you 
do to make the town better and the com-
munity better. We’re very happy.”

According to a press release from the 
Institute for Sustainable Energy at Eastern 
Connecticut State University, which ad-
ministers the program, 22 Connecticut 
municipalities in the state were certified, 

including 17 that achieved “bronze” sta-
tus.

Currently, silver is the highest certifica-
tion level, followed by bronze.

Windham Town Manager James Rivers
said 92 percent of the projects Windham 
submitted were eligible for consideration.

He said Windham has been doing many 
good things that keep the town sustain-
able.

“It’s not just about the environment,” 
Rivers said.

Sustainable CT was started last year
and the Institute for Sustainable Energy 
announced the certifications this week.

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

LEBANON — Two weeks after a 
nasty and damaging rainstorm Sept. 
25, Lebanon officials are still assessing 
road and bridge damage.

Some of the work may be subcontract-
ed in an attempt to relieve public works 
employees, Lebanon First Selectman 
Betsy Petrie told town leaders during a 
special selectmen meeting Tuesday. 

The storm caused significant damage 

in the New London County town, which 
received about 7 inches of rain that day.

The town’s emergency operations cen-
ter, which is at the fire safety complex, 
was open the evening of the Sept. 25 
storm. 

Petrie said the rain finally stopped at 
about 11 p.m. that evening.

Public works staff were called in to 
work during the storm.

Some of the damage includes a bridge 
wash-out on Smith Road along with sig-

nificant erosion on Route 207 (Exeter 
Road) between Mack and North roads 
and on Randall Road, where there was 
also significant damage to the bridge. 

“We are in the process of installing 
turnarounds at both of those roads,” 
Petrie said, referring to Randall and 
Smith roads.

A turnaround allows traffic traveling 
in one direction on a road to efficiently 
make a U-turn without backing up or 

Damage still being assessed in Lebanon

DAMAGE, Page 4

Three local towns certifi ed for environmental improvements
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Off-campus
parties have
toned down
State police say incident at
Carriage House is isolated

Pannizzo

INCIDENT, Page 4

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — In an era where STEM is a 
common educational buzzword, school officials said 
they are full STEAM ahead for an enhanced and 
improved Windham High School.

Members of the Windham community received an 
update on the $79 million Windham High School 
renovate-as-new project this week.

The information session, which took place at WHS, 
was hosted by the Windham High School Renovate 
as New Building Committee, the Windham Board of 
Education School Planning and Design Committee 
and Windham Public Schools Tuesday evening.

District representatives reviewed the goals and 
overview of the project, design process and a 21st 
century high school program.

The event was intended to be the first in a series 
of community information and engagement events 
about the high school renovation project.

Windham school officials said the new high school 
project will allow educators to expand on the science, 
technology, engineering and math concepts seen as 
vital to modern education.

It’s full STEAM
ahead on WHS
renovation plan

FULL STEAM AHEAD, Page 4
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Obituaries

Carolyn F. Kokoska

WILLIMANTIC
Carolyn F. Kokoska of Wil-

limantic passed away on Sat-
urday, October 6 at Hartford 
Hospital after a brief resi-
dence at Avon Health Center. 
She was born on February 
10, 1933 in New Haven, the 
youngest daughter of the late 
Michael and Florence (Breen) 
McKeon of West Haven. 

Carolyn was a 1951 Grad-
uate of West Haven High 
School and she received 
her nursing degree from the 
Hospital of Saint Raphael in 
1953 and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence from Eastern Connecti-
cut State University in 1985. 
Carolyn began her career as 
a surgical nurse and married 
her beloved husband, Stan 
Kokoska in 1956 upon his 
discharge from U.S. army. 
The couple moved to east-
ern Connecticut when Stan 
enrolled at UConn under the 
GI bill. Carolyn worked as 
a nurse at Windham Hospi-
tal, leaving to raise their four 
children. 

She became active in local 
women’s organizations while 
Stan served his term as may-
or of Willimantic in 1969. 
She returned to her career in 
1980 as a school nurse and 
was well loved by a genera-
tion of children at Sweeney 
School, collecting clothing to 
keep them warm and feeding 
them cereal when they were 
hungry. 

She was a devoted and lov-
ing grandmother to her four 
grandchildren, faithfully at-
tending their athletic events 
and visiting often. 

In her later years Carolyn 
enjoyed travelling in Eu-
rope with her sister, Therese 
McKeon of Manchester 
and dining in restaurants in 
Connecticut with her group 
of retired friends from the 
Windham school system. She 
enjoyed her Friday night bin-
go at her beloved St. Joseph 
church where she served as a 
volunteer for many years. 

During her last years, Caro-
lyn inspired all who knew her 
as she courageously fought 
her physical challenges, con-
tinuing to go out with her 
walker and wheelchair for as 
long as she was able; her zest 
for life to the end was memo-
rable to us all. 

Carolyn is predeceased 
by her husband, Stanley R. 
Kokoska; her youngest son, 
Ethan Kokoska; her two sis-
ters, Margaret Whiteman of 
West Yarmouth, Massachu-
setts and Therese McKeon of 
Manchester; and a nephew, 
Rory Whiteman of West Yar-
mouth. 

She is survived by her 
daughter, Stephanie Duch-
esneau of Farmington; sons, 
Richard Kokoska of Wil-
limantic and Thomas Ko-
koska of New Haven; grand-
children, Claire and Sophie 
Kokoska, Kirk Duchesneau, 
and Cory Duchesneau and 
his wife, Kourtney Spauld-
ing of Oxford, Ohio. She 
also leaves nieces, Carole 
Van Bree of Florida, Laurie 
Whiteman of Virginia, Di-
ane Moudouris and husband, 
Georgis of West Yarmouth, 
and numerous grandnieces 
and grandnephews. 

Calling hours will be on 
Thursday, October 11, 2018 
at the Potter Funeral Home, 
456 Jackson St. Willimantic 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

The Funeral Mass will be 
held 10 a.m. Friday, Octo-
ber 12, 2018 at St. Josephs 
Church, 99 Jackson St., Wil-
limantic, followed by burial 
at St. Josephs Cemetery, Club 
Rd., North Windham. 

Donations may be made to 
St. Josephs Church.

making dangerous move-
ments in the midst of traffic. 

Those are being utilized 
because, due to the damage 
on Smith and Randall roads, 
drivers cannot travel their 
normal routes there.

Petrie said she is estimat-
ing between $650,000 and 
$750,000 in repairs for just 
the two bridges.

She is in the process 
of investigating wheth-

state must have at least $6 
million in damage from the 
same storm to qualify for 
FEMA funding.

For now, the town may 
need to seek a budget trans-
fer for the repairs and that 
may require a town meeting.

The board of finance, 
Petrie said, has been apprised 
of the situation and she will 
be updating the board during 
its meeting Tuesday, which 
begins at 7 p.m. at Lebanon 
Town Hall.

“I don’t think we have to 
have the funding set aside 

of the work to relieve public 
works employees. 

Selectman Glen Coutu 
suggested, instead of “drag-
ging someone all over town” 
to get estimates for the work, 
the town get a daily or hourly 
rate.

He expressed concern 
about the magnitude of the 
work that needs to be done.

“Between now and snow 
flying, I just don’t think we’re 
going to be able to do it in-
house,” Coutu said.

Selectman John Bendoraitis 

Since the storm, public
works employees have been
making repairs on local road-
ways.

As a safety precaution, 
Petrie has limited the times
public works employees are 
out so they aren’t working
when it is really dark out. 

There are currently nine
employees in the public
works department and Petrie
said one is ill and some are 
currently on vacation, so the 
department is currently down 
a few staff members. 

“Congratulations to our 
2018 certified Sustainable 
CT communities,” Lynn 
Stoddard, executive direc-
tor of the Institute for 
Sustainability, said in a press 
release. “We are inspired by 
your leadership and eager to 
share your accomplishments 
in building efficient, thriving 
and resilient communities.”

Certifications are awarded 
in nine areas: thriving local 
economies; well-stewarded 
land and natural resources; 
vibrant and creative cul-
tural ecosystems; dynamic 
and resilient planning; clean 
and diverse transportation 
systems and choices; effi-
cient physical infrastructure 

and operations; strategic and 
inclusive public services; 
healthy, efficient and diverse 
housing; inclusive and equi-
table community impacts; 
and innovation action.

“The committee of three 
worked extremely hard for 
the bronze certification,” 
said Windham Town Council 
member Dawn Niles, chair-
man of the committee that 
worked on the application, 
in a release. “The work was 
made easier by the amount of 
work that this community has 
already done toward making 
us a sustainable community. 
We are extremely happy to be 
recognized for our efforts.”

Sustainable projects 
Windham has been involved 
with over the years include 

installing a microgrid at 
Windham Middle School, 
installing LEED bulbs in 
street lights and taking water 
quality control measures.

Rivers said, while the certi-
fication program recognizes 
what the town is currently 
doing, it also inspires the 
town to do more.

He said the town is striv-
ing to get silver certification 
next, with one possibility 
toward that being improve-
ments to affordable housing.

“We have a lot of things 
that we are working on that, I 
think, will get us points in the 
future,” said Rivers.

Coventry Town Manager 
John Elsesser said the certi-
fication is an “honor.” 

“It is an outside measure-

ment of our achievement and 
it also allows us to know 
what areas to concentrate on, 
to look at the whole area of 
sustainability,” he said.

Recently completed sustain-
ability projects in Coventry 
include evaluating the impact 
of solar power (Coventry 
Town Hall has solar pan-
els on its roof); improving 
affordable housing, a goal 
outlined in the plan of con-
servation and development; 
and increasing building effi-
ciency by converting town 
facilities to natural gas.

Elsesser said 200 points 
were needed for bronze 
and at 340 points for silver. 
Coventry was 60 points away 
from getting silver.

He said one area in which 

improvements can be made 
is creating more opportuni-
ties for the public to provide 
input about town projects.

“It’s a process and not just 
a one-time thing, so we’re 
looking forward to the feed-
back,” Elsesser said.

Hebron’s Tierney said the 
application required a “lot of 
hard work,” noting staff and 
volunteers, including mem-
bers of the green committee, 
contributed.

“It’s a great award,” he said. 
“It’s a benchmark that shows 
Hebron is moving in the right 
direction and congratulations 
to all the other towns that 
received this award.”

Tierney said the Hebron 
Green Committee is active 
in town and was involved in 

organizing a personal docu-
ment shredding event that 
will be held Saturday, Nov.
17, from 10 a.m. to noon
in the RHAM High School 
parking lot.

He also mentioned the
town updated its plan of con-
servation and development, 
which was finished a couple 
years ago, and revised zoning
regulations last year.

Tierney said staying on top 
of policies and procedures 
“helped us achieve the bronze
status award.”

Chronicle staff writer Traci
Hastings also contributed to 
this report.

For more information, visit 
www.sustainablect.org.

Follow Michelle Firestone
on Twitter - @mfirestonetc.

involved two former uni-
versity students committing 
arson on an apartment build-
ing and multiple vehicles in 
October 2015.

Carriage House, in addi-
tion to Celeron Square, be-
came infamously known as 
the scene of wild, destruc-
tive parties during the annual 
“Spring Weekend” celebra-
tions taking place the week-
end before the final week of 
spring semester classes.

Since the death of a student 
in 2010 and a subsequent 
crackdown, those rowdy cel-
ebrations have faded in recent 
years.

While partying college 

Timme said. “We would
head in there and be fac-
ing between 5,000 and 6,000 
people partying.”

He said all of the party-
ing at UConn now occurs 
off-campus at rental houses 
in residential neighborhoods, 
with state police typically
responding to house parties 
of about 200 to 300 people.

Timme said he believes the 
university party culture’s shift 
to a less-crazy atmosphere is 
the result of state police and 
the town identifying the issue 
and actively combating it.

“We’ve since been trying 
to eliminate that and put a 
dent in the underage drinking 
epidemic,” Timme said. 

As a result, the high school 
will be designed as a STEAM 
school, which adds “arts” to 
the mix, creating the STEAM 
acronym. 

“The end result is that 
we will have students that 
embrace collaboration,”
Windham Superintendent
Patricia Garcia said. “These 
are the innovators, leaders 
and learners of the 21st cen-
tury.”

Committee chairman 
Michael Callahan said the 
main goal of the project is 
to create an educational cen-
ter that meets the 21st-cen-
tury educational needs of 
Windham’s students.

“What are the teachers and 
administrators trying to do in 
this school?” Callahan asked. 
“We don’t want to build a 
building for a building’s sake. 
We’ve got to build a building 
to support the educational 
process.”

When work is complete, 
the building will house the 
high school, the early child-
hood education center and 
the district’s administrative
offices.

Callahan said disruptions 
to students will be kept to a 
minimum. 

Two summers will be taken 
advantage of to complete the 
most disruptive and hazard-
ous work.

Construction is expected to 

begin next fall.
Bob Roach, vice president 

of Friar Architecture out of 
Farmington, said older build-
ings are more likely to con-
tain hazardous materials like 
asbestos compared to newer 
buildings. 

Roach said students will 
not be exposed to any haz-
ardous materials.

The Windham High School 
building is approximately 45 
years old.

A large part of the project 
will be bringing the building 
up to fire and safety codes.

Last year, taxpayers 
approved $112.3 million for 
the renovation project. But, 
the state said the project 
is only reimbursable up to 

$78,613,738.
In June, the town council

approved limiting the project 
to that figure.

Windham Board of Educa-
tion Chairman Lynne Ide
again thanked the community 
for approving the referendum 
and supporting education.

“I want to thank the com-
munity at large for support-
ing this project,” Ide said. 
“It’s very nice to see it com-
ing in to reality.”

Community members
will have the opportunity to 
participate in an online sur-
vey and forum events in the 
future.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.
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PANAMA CITY, Fla. 
— Michael’s leading edge
careened onto northwest
Florida’s white-sand beaches 
as a still-growing Category 4 
hurricane this morning, lash-
ing the coast with tropical 
storm-force winds and rain 
and pushing a storm surge 
that could cause catastrophic 
damage well inland once it 
makes landfall.

The unexpected brute 
quickly sprang from a week-
end tropical depression and 
grew to top winds of 145 
mph, the most powerful hur-
ricane in recorded history for 
this stretch of the Florida 
coast.

The sheriff in Panama City’s 
Bay County issued a shelter-
in-place order before dawn 
today and Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott tweeted that for people 
in the hurricane’s path, “the 
time to evacuate has come 
and gone … SEEK REFUGE 
IMMEDIATELY.”

At 8 a.m., Michael’s eye was 
about 90 miles from Panama 
City and Apalachicola, mov-
ing relatively fast at 13 mph. 
Tropical-storm force winds, 
extending 185 miles from
the center, were already lash-

ing the coast, and hurricane-
force winds reached out 45 
miles from the center.

The storm now appears so 
powerful — with a central 
pressure dropping to 933 mil-
libars — that it is expected 
to remain a hurricane as it 
moves over central Georgia 
early Thursday, and unleash 
damaging winds all the way 
into the Carolinas. Rainfall 
could reach up to a foot and 
the life-threatening storm 
surge could swell to 14 feet.

“We are in new territory,” 
National Hurricane Center 
Meteorologist Dennis Feltgen 
wrote in a Facebook post

this morning. “The historical 
record, going back to 1851, 
finds no Category 4 hurri-
cane ever hitting the Florida 
panhandle.”

Florida officials said more 
than 375,000 people up and 
down the Gulf Coast had been 
urged or ordered to evacuate.

Only a skeleton staff re-
mained at Tyndall Air Force 
Base, which is located on 
a peninsula just south of 
Panama City. The home to 
the 325th Fighter Wing and 
some 600 military families 
appeared squarely targeted 
for the worst of the storm’s 
fury, and leaders declared 

“HURCON 1” status, order-
ing all but essential person-
nel to evacuate. The base’s 
aircraft, which include F-22 
Raptors, were flown hun-
dreds of miles away as a 
precaution, a spokesman said
in a statement.

Evacuations spanned 22
counties from the Florida
Panhandle into north central 
Florida. But civilians don’t
have to follow orders and 
authorities fear many failed 
to heed their calls to get out
of the way as the hard-charg-
ing storm intensified over 
84-degree Gulf of Mexico
water.

“I guess it’s the worst-
case scenario. I don’t think 
anyone would have experi-
enced this in the Panhandle,”
meteorologist Ryan Maue of
weathermodels.com told the 
Associated Press. “This is
going to have structure-dam-
aging winds along the coast 
and hurricane force winds
inland.”

Maue and other meteorolo-
gists watched in real time as
a new government satellite 
showed the hurricane’s eye
tightening, surrounded by
lightning that lit it up “like a
Christmas tree.”

Hurricane Michael is a monster

A person photographs the surf from encroaching 
Hurricane Michael, which is expected to make landfall 
today, in Panama City Beach, Fla. AP
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