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Sustainable Procurement Roadmap

Step 1: Foundation Building
Step 2: Creating an EPP
Step 3: Implementing an EPP
Step 4: Training, Goal Setting 
and Measuring Impact



Foundation Building

Resources Available
- Cooperative 

Purchasing 
Organizations 

- Sustainable Purchasing 
Organizations & 
Networks

- Third Party 
Certifications

- Sustainable Purchasing 
101



Creating an EPP

Resources Available
- Model Purchasing 

Guides and Toolkits for 
Policy creation

- Model City and State 
Policies

- Webinars on Model 
Policies



Implementing an EPP
Resources Available
- Procurement Guides 

and Specifications
o Building Products, 

flooring, and more.
o Childcare
o Cleaning Products
o Electronics
o Food Service
o Furniture
o Pest management
o Product Packaging 
- Sources for multiple 

specs.



Training, Goal Setting 
and Measuring Impact

Resources Available
- Webinar Based 

Training Programs.
- Tools for measuring 

impact and examples of 
evaluation from other 
cities and states



What’s Next? 

- Technical Assistance in Policy Development and 
Implementation for local and state governments

* On the ground help in several states
- Ongoing updates and improvements to the Roadmap
- Metrics and goals development for non-toxic EPPs
- Interactive training module on implementing an EPP 

coming Summer 2020 



THANK YOU!

Contact: 
Rebecca Meuninck
734-369-9278
Rebecca@ecocenter.org

https://www.ecocenter.org/sustainable-procurement-policies-roadmap

mailto:Rebecca@ecocenter.org


Firefighting Foam
Aqueous film-forming foam (AFFF) 
- Synthetic class B foam used to extinguish flammable 

liquids (i.e. gasoline, oil, and jet fuel)
- Contains PFAS (PFOA and PFOS)

Alternative: Fluorine-free, non-persistent foams (F3) 
- Firefighting efficiency and cost comparable to AFFF
- Similar cost
- No contaminated water to treat
- Can bio-degrade



Furniture

Hexavalent Chromium -
Chrome plating or colors 

PVCs – Additives for 
flexibility and resistance 
to heat and UV light 

PFAS – Water and stain 
proofing chemicals 

Flame Retardants –
Chemicals in plastics, 
textiles, and coatings  

Antimicrobials – Chemicals in 
furniture fabrics and surfaces 

VOCs – Adhesives and 
coatings, like formaldehyde 

Phthalates – Make cushions 
and upholstery flexible

Heavy Metals – Flame 
retardants and protective 
finishes like antimony, lead, 
mercury, and cadmium



Furniture – Resources 

• Healthier Buildings Guide - bit.ly/2PDhTWh
• Healthier Hospitals Guidance for Healthy Interiors - bit.ly/38TCFbX
• NASPO Guide for Environmentally Preferable Furniture - bit.ly/36Vo2mS

https://bit.ly/2PDhTWh
https://bit.ly/38TCFbX
https://bit.ly/36Vo2mS


Foodware

• PFAS (PFOA and PFOS): molded recycled paper; coated bowls or 
plates; food trays; take-out containers; pizza or pastry boxes; 
wrappers and liners 

• Phthalates: paper/ foil/ plastic laminate beverage carton; foil-lined 
pouch; cling film; paper and board-packaging material; printing inks 
and adhesives; PVC gloves 

• Alternatives: making paper and paperboard 
grease-resistant by compressing fibers; 
uncoated paper plates; polylactic acid (PLA) 
compostable plastic made from corn; bamboo; 
palm leaves; clay coatings; Bio-Wax; 
reusables, compostables, and recyclables 



Foodware - Resources

• CEH healthier food serviceware choices factsheet - https://bit.ly/35EwsPh
• Purchasing Safer Compostable Food Serviceware - https://bit.ly/36TqKJr
• Purchaser’s Guide to Safer Foodware - https://bit.ly/2EGsutf
• SF Approved - https://bit.ly/2PVRFNG

https://bit.ly/35EwsPh
https://bit.ly/36TqKJr
https://bit.ly/2EGsutf
https://bit.ly/2PVRFNG


Flooring

Alternatives: natural fibers, wool, latex or jute 
backing, hemp, cotton, undyed, no flame retardants or 
treatment chemicals, seagrass, sisal, natural rubber 
padding; Look for The Carpet and Rug Institute's 
(CRI) Green Label Plus or Greenguard-certified

PFAS (PFOA and PFOS): stain-resistant polymers, 
water repellant, stain blocker; also found in floor wax

Phthalates: plasticizer in 
PVC backing, UV absorber

Flame Retardants: polyurethane 
and latex backings

Heavy Metals: PVC backing, arsenic, mercury, lead, and 
formaldehyde in PVC backing and dye fixing agents



Flooring - Resources

• HomeFree Flooring Database - https://bit.ly/2EAQvlO
• Healthier Buildings Guide - https://bit.ly/2PDhTWh
• SF Approved - https://bit.ly/2PVRFNG
• Home Guide - https://bit.ly/36Il6ds
• SF Approved - https://bit.ly/2PVRFNG

https://bit.ly/2EAQvlO
https://bit.ly/2PDhTWh
https://bit.ly/2PVRFNG
https://bit.ly/36Il6ds
https://bit.ly/2PVRFNG
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