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You are Leaders in Sustainability



Visualize Success!
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Certification Review Team

• 50 trained, volunteer expert reviewers 
representing 30 organizations

• Every action submission read twice
oQuality control review by Sustainable CT staff

oReviewers will receive feedback on their reviews

• Action improvement and refinement for 2020 
embedded in process

• No action revisions for 2019



Pre-Application Information

• Actions marked “completed” as of pre-application submission deadline were reviewed

• By close of business tomorrow (June 5): applications unlocked and comments released



Pre-Application Information

• “Approved” if points received, even if fewer than requested

• Action status set to “approved” or “must revise”

• E-mail info@sustainablect.org to unlock “approved” actions for editing

mailto:info@sustainablect.org


Pre-Application Statistics

• 39 municipalities participated in pre-application review
• Population over 25,000: 12

• Population 10,000-24,999: 13

• Population below 10,000: 14

• Average approval rate: 46%

• Average number of categories approved: 3 of 9

• Number of equity toolkits approved: 0

• Stronger pre-application statistics than 2018



Optimize for Equity

• Building an inclusive process

• Apply to a new Sustainable CT action 
(initiated on or after August 1, 2018)

• Two separate action submissions
oOptimize for Equity

oAction it was applied to  

• Requirement for certification

• More information coming soon on equity 
workshops this summer



Supports: Sustainable CT Equity Coaches

• No-cost consultative support 
to complete “Optimize for 
Equity” action

• Contact Jess LeClair at 
leclairj@easternct.edu

• Requests accepted on first-
come, first-serve basis until 
July 1, 2019

mailto:leclairj@easternct.edu


Supports: Sustainable CT Fellows

• 15 Sustainable CT 
Fellows to support 
you in your 
application process

• Contact your council 
of government to 
connect



Supports: COG Question and Answer Sessions

• Register (https://tinyurl.com/y4gbegby) 
for your date and location; we’ll contact 
you to schedule a 1-hour, one-on-one 
appointment

• Attend any session that’s most 
convenient

• Open to all; priority to applicants for 
2019 certification

• Informal review of select actions for 
near-complete applications

https://tinyurl.com/y4gbegby


Feedback Available on Municipal Dashboard



How to Access Archived Comments

• Access town 
application

• Click “Details 
and History”

• Then click 
“Archived 
Comments”



Strengthening for Final Submission: Example

• Describes components applying for, how many points and date of work

• Date of activity/implementation/update, not date of upload



Strengthening for Final Submission: Example



Strengthening for Final Submission: Example



Strengthening for Final Submission: Example



Strengthening for Final Submission: Examples



Strengthening for Final Submission: Examples



Collaborating with Partners on Actions

• When collaborating with other 
municipalities, each municipality 
submits documents and earns points

• When collaborating with other 
stakeholders, describe the municipality’s 
role in implementation

• Examples of partners: schools, health 
districts, COGs, public utilities, state 
agencies, nonprofits, academic 
institutions, businesses



Credit for Past Action

Count back from August 1, 2019



Submission Clean-up: Example Needing Improvement



Website as Peer Leaning Tool



2019 Certification Requirements

• Bronze Certification

• Complete at least 1 action in each of 
categories 1-9

• Complete 1 Equity Toolkit in action 9.1 
Optimize for Equity

• Successfully complete actions totaling 
200 or more points

• Silver Certification

• Complete at least 1 action in each of 
categories 1-9

• Complete 3 Equity Toolkits in action 9.1 
Optimize for Equity

• Successfully complete actions totaling 
400 or more points



Important Tips

• No double-counting (i.e., no points for same activity under different actions)

• Apply for a point total beyond the required thresholds to allow for some “not 
approved” marking

• Strong focus on equity needed for application success

• Strong attention to actions where only one in the category completed

• Be realistic: aim for the right certification level & apply in the year right for you

Point Approval 
Rate

One approved per 
category?

Number of equity 
toolkits approved?

  



Coming Soon: Sustainable CT Community Match Fund

• Extensive training, support and 
funding for great projects

• Must align with Sustainable CT 
actions

• Launch announcement and training 
sessions forthcoming



Questions?


