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Taking action. 
Making an impact. 

Celebrating success. 



Vernon achieved Gold 
Certification with 980 
points, and Climate Leader 
with 155 points, on May 21, 
2025. 

Vernon is a wonderful 
community to live, work and 
visit. It is home to dozens of 
miles of walkable trails, including 
the Hop River Rail Trail, and 
winter activities such as ice 
fishing and cross country skiing. 
Henry Park features summer 
concerts, farmers markets, youth 
and adult sports and community 
festivals, and in the winter, there 
is a free holiday light display. 
Vernon was once a center of 
agriculture and textile 
manufacturing. Today, several of 
the mills have been transformed 
into apartments. The town still 
features a mix of charming 
farmhouses and barns and old 
Victorians. Check out Vernon for 
their restaurants, businesses, 
parks and other attractions.  
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GOLD CERTIFICATION GOLD 2025: POINTS EARNED BY CATEGORY Increasing access to farmers’ 

markets: a Vernon success story 

Vernon has partnered with Ellington 

and the Hockanum Valley Community 

Council (HVCC) to increase resident 

transportation to the local farmers' 

markets in Vernon and Ellington. 

Transportation to the markets for 

residents of both towns is much more 

accessible, allowing residents to attend 

and enjoy more farmers' markets. 

Vernon has also provided financial 

support through their campaign efforts 

with the Community Match Fund and 

funds for the contract with HVCC.  

View Vernon’s 
Sustainable CT 
Municipal Profile 

$85,361 
Raised through the 

Community Match Fund 

19 
Total Action 

Success Stories 

50 
Total Sustainability  
Actions Completed 

980 
Total Certification 

Points Earned 

Vernon climate leadership: 

equitable tree canopy coverage 

Vernon has shown strong commitment 

towards making their town a more equitable 

place, especially through the Live Here Love 

Trees program. This program provides 

educational workshops to any interested 

community member about best tree planting 

and management practices. In addition, the 

program planted various native tree species, 

prioritizing areas with limited tree canopy 

coverage to ensure equitable distribution of 

tree cover and access to woodlands.  
Photo by Sveva Marcangeli 
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ABOUT 

Corporate sponsorship opportunities are available. Visit sustainablect.org/sponsorship 
for information. 

Sustainable CT is independently funded, with strong multi-year support from   

Sustainable CT is a free, voluntary 
certification program that supports and 
recognizes thriving and resilient 
Connecticut municipalities. An 
independently funded, grassroots, 
municipal effort, Sustainable CT 
provides a wide-ranging menu of best 
practices. Municipalities choose  
Sustainable CT actions, implement 
them, and earn points 
toward certification.  

Sustainable CT also provides 
opportunities for grant funding through 
its Community Match Fund 
program to help communities promote 
economic well-being and enhance 
equity, all while respecting the finite 
capacity of the natural environment.  
The program is designed to support all 
Connecticut municipalities, regardless 
of size, geography, or resources.  

Sustainable CT 
info@sustainablect.org 

sustainablect.org  
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