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Our View

Towns take steps
to help the planet
Sometimes doing what’s good for the environment is also good for the town.
Three local towns — Windham, Coventry and
Hebron — ought to know.
All three were recently honored with
“Sustainable CT” status by the Institute for
Sustainable Energy at Eastern Connecticut State
University in Willimantic.
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So, what does it all
mean?
It means these three communities have undertaken actions aimed at improving their towns via
means that are not only beneficial to residents, but
to Mother Earth as well.
For example, one look at Coventry’s town hall
shows row after row of solar panels, meaning at
least part of Coventry’s building is powered by the
sun’s rays.
Windham has also showed a commitment to sustainability, with a new microgrid system installed
at Windham Middle School (to provide power to
key town facilities in the event of an emergency),
LEED bulbs in streetlights and making a commitment to local water quality.
Hebron is also in on the sustainability game,
with pro-environment zoning regulations tweaked
and the town hosting a document-shredding event
this year.
This is much more than just hugging trees.
Achieving this status represents a commendable effort to looking beyond a town’s borders and
toward the planet as a whole.
It means when folks open up a sustainable town’s
website or receive a notice from such a town, the
“Sustainable CT” logo will be present.
It means people will know these towns care
about much bigger causes than themselves, possibly attracting new businesses and the type of residents desired in such a community.
And, to boot, it gives other towns something to
shoot for.
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Your view

Why public college
Over the past decade, state government funding of higher education in
the United States has fallen by $7 billion after inflation. The implications
include increased tuition, which has
received much public attention, but also
a reduction in the relative quality of
public higher education, which has gone
largely unnoticed.
Surprisingly, the most important driver of these trends at public institutions
has little to do with education directly: it
is instead the rising cost of health care.
State support for public colleges and
universities has been on the wane for a
few decades (the precise peak depends
on how the measurement is done). The
trend, though, shows no sign of slowing:
Since 2008, state government outlays
have fallen by more than $1,400, or
16 percent, per student on an inflationadjusted basis. Over that period, the
only states with increases in spending
were California, Hawaii, North Dakota
and Wyoming. In nine states, spending
fell by more than 30 percent in real
terms.
The much-discussed consequence:
More than 30 percent increases in tuition
at both four-year and two-year public institutions since 2008, again after
accounting for inflation. Historically,
state appropriations were much more
important than tuition in funding higher
education, but the cumulative effect of
the constraints in government spending
and rises in tuition have
flipped that
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pattern. For the first time, the majority
of states now rely more on tuition than
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