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Mansfield keeps planet’s health in mind
MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

MANSFIELD — Over the
years, Mansfield officials
have been active in their efforts to reduce energy and
water usage, as well as being
open to educational programs
about the Good Earth.
In fact, as Earth Day approaches Monday, the town
seems to be a leader in that
area.
For example, Mansfield
was the first town in eastern
Connecticut, and one of the
first in the state, to implement a plastic bag ban.
“We have a culture of caring
about our planet and making
sure it is passed on to future
generations,”
Mansfield
Mayor Paul Sha-piro said.
“That’s part of our ethos in
Mansfield.”
The town has several goals
related to sustainability in
its 10-year plan of conservation and development, also
referred to as “Mansfield
Tomorrow.”
Local officials recently
reflected on the sustainability
initiatives that are underway
in Mansfield.

Local worm farmer Casey Cohen shows what a handful of worms looks like at a Mansfield Library program
recently. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff
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Town Initiatives
Town officials are applying for certification through
Sustainable CT this year, a
program administered by
the Institute for Sustainable
Energy at Eastern Connecticut
State University.
Through the program,
towns are recognized for
commitments to sustainability in various areas, including
environmental sustainability.
“While we’re excited about
the Sustainable CT initiative, we’re planning to make
sustainability a culture in
Mansfield,” Mansfield Town
Manager Derrik Kennedy
said.
Penny Chaurette, 3, of Mansfield, doesn’t mind holding a handful of earth and earthAug. 30 is the final submis- worms at a Mansfield Library program called ‘Learn About Worms.’ Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff
sion deadline for Sustainable
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CT is for towns to look at tion with the November elec- — enjoying the opportunity at 860-429-3333.
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webPlans to build a new elementary school involve con- sible in the school dining site, www.mansfieldcc.com.
structing a net-zero build- halls and at least one water Trash bags and yellow vests
ing, an initiative Mansfield bottle filler is in each school, are available for “Rid Litter
Superintendent of Schools to name some examples.
Events
Kelly Lyman said has “excitSeveral programs are
ed a lot of people.”
Net-zero entails a building being and have been held in
in which the amount of ener- Mansfield to educate resigy used on an annual basis is dents about how to protect
roughly equal to the amount the planet.
Evidence of this was a
of alternative energy generated on site, usually solar recent program at the Mansfield Public Library, which
energy.
If achieved, the school earlier this month showed
would be the first net-zero visitors the important role
earthworms play in the envipublic school in the state.
“We would like it to be a ronment.
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net-zero building or as close
to net-zero as current tech- aptly named “Learn About
nology would allow,” Shapiro Worms.”
With this event, organizsaid.
A referendum will likely ers literally brought the
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