
The Chronicle - 06/22/2020 Page : 03

Copyright (c)2020 Chronicle Media LLC 06/22/2020
June 23, 2020 11:37 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by QContent

the Chronicle, Willimantic, Conn., Monday, June 22, 2020 3

 News in brief

EAST BROOK ANIMAL 
HOSPITAL 

143 Storrs Rd. Mansfield Center 
860-456-1759 

Open for appointments Curbside 
Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-2 

eastbrookanimalhospital.com

PARKERVILLE WOOD 
PRODUCTS, INC. 

580 Parker St. Manchester 
GPS address: 22 Mitchell Rd. Manchester 

860-649-9663 
Mon.-Fri. 8-4:30, Sat. 8-Noon 

parkervillewoodproducts.com

GENERATIONS FAMILY 
HEALTH CENTER 
40 Mansfield Ave. Willimantic 

860-450-7471 
Mon. 7:15-6:30, Tues. 7:30-6:15, Wed.7:15-5:30 

Thur. 7:15-6:15, Fri. 7:15-4:30 
genhealth.org

TAKE-OUT/DELIVERY
DIRECTORY

Coyote Flaco 
50 Higgins Highway, Mansfield 

 
 

Farmer’s Cow Calfe & Creamery 
 

 
 

Gina Marie’s Restaurant 
 

 
 

 

Hosmer Mountain Soda 
 

860-423-1555 
 
 

Kathmandu Kitchen 
 

860-477-1148 
 

 

Monet’s Restaurant and Catering 
 

 

Roberto’s Log Cabin 
 

 
 

Subway 
 

 

Subway 
 

 
 

Taquitos 
 

 
 

 

Scotland bridge is temporarily closed today
SCOTLAND — The Merrick Brook Bridge on Route 14 in 

Scotland will be closed to all traffic beginning today. 
The bridge, near the center of town, was originally built in 

1914. 
The Connecticut Department of Transportation has been 

planning its replacement since 2017, as erosion of the bridge’s 
concrete structures has led to corrosion within the beams.

Traffic in the area will be diverted onto local roads and 
motorists are advised to proceed with caution on the narrower 
back roads, which have lower speed limits.

Willington collecting donations for food pantry
WILLINGTON — Donations for the Willington food pan-

try will be collected during an event June 29.
The event will be held from noon to 4 p.m. at the town 

office building,
The most needed items are: peanut butter, cereal, tuna, 

beans, rice, mac and cheese, chili, canned stew, canned soup, 
canned luncheon meats, can/box of full meals and pop-top 
food items.

Those with questions should contact the Willington Human 
Services department at 860-487-3118.

Call the Chronicle,  
860-423-8466

 Meetings for this week
ANDOVER

Tuesday: conservation commission, 7 
p.m. This meeting will be held virtually. To 
join, visit us02web.zoom.us/j/82644724356 
or call 646-558-8656, and use meeting ID 
826 4472 4356 and password 386895.

ASHFORD
Thursday: board of finance, 7 p.m. 

Instructions for the virtual meeting will be 
posted on the agenda at ashfordtownhall.
org.

CHAPLIN
Wednesday: inland wetlands commission, 

7 p.m. This meeting will be held virtually. 
To join, call 877-309-2073 and enter access 
code 369-252-749.

COLUMBIA
Today: planning and zoning commission, 

7 p.m., Zoom teleconference.
Information for public access to all virtual 

meetings will be posted before the meeting 
at columbiact.org.

COVENTRY
Today: town council steering committee, 

7 p.m., Zoom teleconference.
Zoom teleconference links will be 

on the agenda center at coventryct.org/
AgendaCenter.

HAMPTON
Today: planning and zoning commission, 

7 p.m. This meeting will be held virtual-
ly. To join, visit global.gotomeeting.com/
join/317153389 or call 224-501-3412 and 
enter access code 317-153-389.

Wednesday: board of education, 7 p.m. 
This meeting will be held virtually. To join, 

visit www.hamptonct.org, click on the Town 
Hall tab, select Boards, then choose Board 
of Education, then select View Board, then 
click on the Meetings tabs, and then choose 
View All Minutes and Agendas, and then 
click on the date, to see the instructions 
posted on the agenda.

HEBRON
Tuesday: planning and zoning commis-

sion, 7 p.m.; water pollution control author-
ity, 7:30 p.m. Thursday: board of finance, 7 
p.m.; green committee, 7 p.m.

All meetings will be held virtually. To 
join, visit www.hebronct.com, click on the 
Agenda, Minutes and Legal Notices tab, 
select the agency, and then click on the date 
to see the instructions posted on the agenda. 

LEBANON
Wednesday: library building committee, 7 

p.m., Zoom teleconference.
Thursday: water pollution control author-

ity, 7 p.m., Zoom teleconference.
Information for public access to all virtual 

meetings will be posted before the meeting 
in the meeting agendas at lebanontownhall.
org.

MANSFIELD
Today: town council, 7 p.m.
Tuesday: planning and zoning commis-

sion regulatory review committee special 
meeting, 2 p.m.; zoning board of appeals, 
6:30 p.m.

Wednesday: traffic authority, 9 am.; his-
toric district commission, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday: school building committee, 
4:30 p.m. 

Instructions on how to join virtual meet-
ings will be on the agenda, which will be
posted at mansfieldct.gov.

SCOTLAND
Wednesday: board of selectmen, 7 p.m.

This meeting will be held virtually. To join,
visit www.scotlandct.org, click on Board
of Selectmen under Upcoming Events, and
then click on resources to see the instruc-
tions posted on the agenda. 

WILLINGTON
Today: inland, wetlands and watercourses

commission, 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday: planning and zoning commis-

sion, 7:30 p.m. 
Information about joining the virtual

meeting will be on the agenda, which will
be posted at www.willingtonct.org. 

WINDHAM
Today: board of education policy commit-

tee special meeting, 4 p.m.
Tuesday: Willimantic Library board, 7

p.m.; town council-Willimantic Taxing
District, 7 p.m.

Wednesday: Windham historic district
commission, 7 p.m.; board of education, 7
p.m.

Thursday: planning and zoning commis-
sion, 7 p.m.

All meetings will be held virtually. Visit
windhamct.com to view the meeting’s agen-
da, which includes connection information.

REGIONAL
Friday: Windham Region Transit District

public hearing, 2:30 p.m., 28 South Frontage
Road, Mansfield Center.

Coventry council takes stand on Floyd
OLIVIA REGEN

JOURNAL INQUIRER

COVENTRY — The Cov-
entry Town Council last 
Monday unanimously adopt-
ed a statement in response to 
the killing of George Floyd, 
a black man, by a white Min-
neapolis police officer last 
month.

The statement supports the 
community, especially peo-
ple of color, and condemns 
what they referred to as 
“senseless acts of overt and 
covert racism.”

Council Democrats called 
for the statement after rais-
ing concerns about an initial 
statement on Floyd’s death 
put forth by the council’s 
Republican chairperson, Julie  
Blanchard, June 4 and posted 
to the town’s website.

Democrats argued it was 
not inclusive of support for 
the community, including 
people of color, but instead 
was focused primarily on 
support for the police.

Democrats also raised con-
cerns Blanchard’s statement 
was not approved by the 
council before she issued it 
as chairperson.

Blanchard defended her 
statement during Monday’s 
meeting, which was held 
at the Coventry Town Hall 
Annex, with several council 

members participating via 
Zoom teleconferencing. 

The annex remains closed 
to the public and the meeting 
was broadcast live.

“I wanted to support our  
staff and the town,” Blanch-
ard said. “I wanted to support 
the police officers and the 
work they do.  
I believe in 
the work they 
do. You can’t 
let one bad 
apple spoil 
the bunch.”

She added 
she believes 
the Coventry 
communi ty 
is caring and 
supportive.

Prior to 
the meeting, 
Councilperson Lisa Conant, 
a Democrat, drafted a new 
statement from the council, 
which had been discussed 
at a meeting June 8 and, 
once again, Monday before 
the vote.

Councilman Matthew 
O’Brien Sr., a Republican, 
raised concerns about one 
part of Conant’s statement, 
which read: “We are equally 
appalled by, and unequivo-
cally reject and condemn, the 
systemic and structural rac-
ism in our country.”

“I am happy to condemn 
all forms of racism where 
they exist,” O’Brien said. 
“The systematic and struc-
tural racism in our country 
seems to be more of a polit-
ical statement of facts. I am 
not sure.”

O’Brien asked that the 
words “sys-
tematic” and 
“structural” 
be replaced 
with “con-
d e m n i n g 
racism in all 
forms.”

In response, 
Councilman 
J o n a t h a n 
Hand, a De- 
mocrat, said 
it was para-
mount to re- 

fer to racism as systemat-
ic and structural because it 
describes the type of racism 
that is occurring.

“If it does exist, I oppose 
it,” O’Brien said. “I am not 
making a blanket statement 
that I think in our country 
there is systematic racism.”

O’Brien said he was con-
cerned that Conant’s state-
ment was condemning all 
police departments as racist. 

But he said when he 
received clarification from 
Coventry Town Manager 

John Elsesser at the meeting 
that the term structural and 
systematic refers to “institu-
tional racism” as a whole and 
was not referring specifically 
to police officers, he could 
support the statement.

Councilperson Lisa Thom-
as, a Democrat, said she was 
dismayed about how long 
“it has taken the council to 
come together and issue a 
statement in support of racial 
justice.”

“Black lives matter and so 
does support for people of 
color living in our town,” 
she said.

While she said she was 
pleased Blanchard issued 
a statement supporting the 
town’s police department, “I 
think the very first statement 
communicated from anyone 
on the council should have 
been about supporting our 
community and affirming 
our commitment to residents 
who are people of color.”

Conant said the statement 
is a “small and imperfect first 
part of a long conversation 
that Coventry needs to have 
regarding racism.”

Hand said it was overdue. 
“It is to put the word out to 
the people of color in our 
community that we stand 
against racism,” he said.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

I wanted to support 
the police officers 
and the work they do. 
I believe in the work 
they do. You can’t let 
one bad apple spoil 
the bunch.

Julie Blanchard

TRACI HASTINGS
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

CHAPLIN — As Chaplin marches 
toward its bicentennial year, celebration 
volunteers hope the anniversary will not 
only honor the town’s past but help the 
future take root as well. 

Organizers hope to plant an arbore-
tum at the municipal Edward Garrison 
Park over the next three years, with the 
first planting slated for this fall. 

 “They will be planted in such a way 
as to expand, enhance and educate res-
idents’ and others’ understanding of 
our environment, while complementing, 
rather than intruding on, the recreational 
uses of the park,” said an announce-

ment from the Chaplin Bicentennial 
Committee and the Chaplin Recreation 
Commission.  

The arboretum will be partially fund-
ed by monies set aside for the bicenten-
nial in the town’s budget, and partially 
by a matching grant from Sustainable 
CT, a state initiative that promotes best 
practices for participating municipali-
ties to improve their communities and 
enhance local resources. 

The matching grant requires that 
donors contribute $5,000. 

“We hope to make this a true com-
munity effort by raising donations from  
local businesses and members of the 
community,” the organizers said. 

Those who donate can choose to 
remain anonymous or be listed on a 
registry with a note as to what or who 
their donation commemorates. 

Donors may also choose the type of 
tree they wish to help plant, including 
beeches, birches, black walnuts, butter-
nuts, dogwoods, elms, hemlocks, iron-
woods, larches,  maples, oaks, spruces, 
sycamores, and more. 

In addition, donations are tax-deduct-
ible.

To donate, send a check to the Town 
of Chaplin, 495 Phoenixville Road, 
Chaplin 06235. For more information 
on the project, or to help volunteer for 
it, email chaplintrees@gmail.com.

Chaplin seeks donations for bicentennial trees

Still closed  
for now

Someday this playground, 
located at the Mansfield 
Public Library off Route 
89, will see smiling happy 
children again. But, for now, 
we will have to wait for the 
safety of everyone.  Roxanne 
Pandolfi | Staff


