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CONNOR LINSKEY
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

MANSFIELD — Mans-
field is looking to have a 
successful 2022 after a chal-
lenging, yet rewarding 2021.

One of the major high-
lights of 2021 was the begin-
ning of construction for the 
new Mansfield Elementary 
School.

Mansfield Mayor Antonia 
Moran said she believes one 
of the past year’s top accom-
plishments was how the town 
handled the COVID-19 pan-
demic, especially the schools.

“Our public schools have 
functioned beautifully through 
the pandemic,” she said.

The mayor was also 
impressed by the town’s 
social services.

“We’ve been providing 
food and services to members 
of our community through 
the most difficult circum-
stances,” Moran said.

Last month’s unveiling 
of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. mural at the Mansfield 

Community Center was also
a huge step forward.

Creating the mural engaged
the community, as many vol-
unteers painted its panels.

Moran underscored the im- 
portance of the mural to the
town back in November, prior
to the unveiling of the design.

“It is a demonstration of
our commitment to diversity,
to justice, to equality and
to remembering the heroism 
of one of the 20th century’s 
great leaders in this country,” 
she said at the time.

In 2021, the town also had
a series of organizations do
significant work on racial
issues both in and out of the
schools.
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Around town
Ring in the New Year with an 
early New Year’s Eve cele-
bration from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday 
at the Willimantic VFW. See 
more calendar on Page 3.
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Lotteries
WEDNESDAY

Mid-Day 3: 9-2-3 / 7

Mid-Day 4: 2-8-1-2 / 3

Play 3: 2-0-2 / 9

Play 4: 9-2-2-9 / 6

Cash 5: 5-11-13-17-21

Powerball
2-6-9-33-39-11

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 229, Willimantic, CT 
06226.

Location: 
322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, Willimantic, 
a quarter-mile east of the Frog 
Bridge intersection.

To Subscribe:
860-423-8466 or 
delivery@theChronicle.com

To Report News:
860-423-8466, ext. 3337 or 
news@theChronicle.com
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Sophia Bush stars 

in “Good Sam,” 

premiering Wednesday 

on CBS.

ENTERTAINMENT GUIDETV&STREAM
the Chronicle

We are

Open 8am-8pm 7 Days a Week

91 Valley Street, Willimantic, CT 06226

WWW.WILLIMANTICFOOD.COOP

NEW HOURS!

8am-8pm EVERY DAY

MASKS REQUIRED

CURBSIDE AVAILABLE FOR A $5 FEE

See our website - www.willimanticfood.coop

for more information

Nachos for New Years!

Garden of Eatin’ Organic Tortilla Chips

Blue, Yellow or Red Hot Blues $4.49 16 oz

Field Day Organic Salsa $3.39 16 oz

Organic Refried Beans $1.49 15 oz

Sliced Black Olives $1.79 3.8 oz

Closing at 5 on New Year’s Eve and Closed on New Year’s Day

Sonya Maher, L.O.

A Portion of 

Every Purchase 

Helps Others See!

Optical & 

Sunglass  

Shop in 

Coventry

Call Sonya 

for your 

personalized 

eyeglass/sunglass 

fitting 

appointment 

today!

860-498-0717

eyeTrad
e

eyeTrade, LLC, Optical Shop

1197 Main St., Coventry, CT 

www.eyetrade.vision

Buy One 

Get One 

50% OFF!
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CUMULATIVE 
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Based on Wednesday report

Source: Gov. Ned Lamont’s office

• The state hosts a test 
clinic Monday and Thurs-
day from 2 to 7 p.m. and 
Wednesday, Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Rec Park, 50 
Main St., Willimantic. For 
more information, call 211 or 
visit www.211ct.org.

• Generations Family 
Health Center in Willimantic 
has free testing the week 
of Dec. 27 Tuesday and 
Wednesday, 9 a.m. to 
noon and 1 to 4 p.m., at 
its 40 Mansfield Ave. site. 
Testing will only be avail-
able for those who had 
previously had health care 
at Generations, a COVID 
vaccine or COVID testing 
and have an established 
account. Appointments are 
required. For more infor-
mation, visit genhealth.org.

• Hartford HealthCare 
offers testing at its urgent 
care centers. For more 
information, visit www.hart-
fordhealthcare.org/testing.

Local COVID 
testing sites

Source: Gov. Ned Lamont’s office
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VACCINATIONS  
PER TOWN
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Percentage of residents 
who have had at least one 
COVID-19 vaccine dose, 
based on  Dec. 23 report

*Mansfield’s vaccination rate 
is statistically lower due to a 
number of factors related to the 
population of UConn.
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RED ALERTRED ALERT
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Source: Gov. Ned Lamont’s office

Average rate of COVID  
cases  per 100,000  

population by town as of 
Dec. 23.  A rate  of 15 or more 

is  a ‘red alert.’

Not responsible for typographical errors. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Photos are for design purposes only and do not necessarily depict actual sale items.

Route 66-127 Main St.  Hebron, CT  Phone 860-228-4311 THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED
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SALE PRICES
EFFECTIVE:

New Year’s Celebration

Buy 1 Get 1 Buy 1 Get 1 Buy 1 Get 1

Sour CreamPolar Seltzer 
12 pk

3/$10 2/$6

Doritos and 
Tostitos

Cabot Cheese Heluva Dip

Mansfield

The Chronicle will 
not be publishing  
a print or online  
edition Saturday in 
recognition of New 
Year’s Day. The 
Chronicle office 
will also be closed 
Friday and Saturday. 
Have a happy and 
safe holiday!

Test kit distribution hits delays
CONNOR LINSKEY

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

With shipping of COVID-
19 test kits to Connecticut 
delayed according to Gov. 
Ned Lamont Wednesday, 
multiple local towns may 
have to postpone distribution 
events today.

One local town, Chaplin, 
has already postponed its 
planned COVID test kit dis-
tribution.

This morning, local munic-
ipal leaders were awaiting 
more information from the 
state regarding the test kit 
supplies. The situation is 
very much in flux.

“There’s still a chance that 
everything could be fine 
tomorrow,” Columbia Town 
Administrator Mark Walter 

said Wednesday evening.
He added the town will not 

cancel its distribution of test 
kits until they know for sure 
if the delivery made it or not.

“We’re hoping the flight 
gets in late and we can still 
get our supplies, otherwise 
we’re ready to delay things 
until probably Friday,” 
Walter said.

Columbia tentatively plans 
to distribute its test kits 
today from noon to 3 p.m. 
at Rec Park, located at 50 
Hennequin Road.

Mansfield Town Manager 
Ryan Aylesworth said he 
is eagerly awaiting news 
regarding the shipment of 
COVID-19 test kits.

“As soon as Mansfield 
obtains its allocation of test 
kits, we will immediately 
operationalize our planned 
local mass distribution event 
to ensure that the test kits are 
put to use in our community 
as soon as possible,” he said.

Mansfield currently is 
planning to hand out the 

Check theChronicle.com and 
municipal websites for the latest 
COVID test distribution updates

Shipping, warehouse 
bottleneck holds up 
CT test distribution

THE DAY

Shipping and warehouse  
delays have put Connect-
icut’s distribution of 3 mil-
lion at-home rapid corona-
virus tests, planned to start 
today, on “standby.”

Municipalities have 
been planning how to get 
these critical resources to 
residents since Gov. Ned 
Lamont announced the ini-
tiative Monday. 

But on Wednesday eve-
ning Lamont announced 
the “state’s anticipated 
shipment of COVID-19 
at-home rapid tests are cur-
rently delayed from arriv-
ing in Connecticut.” 

He noted “a shipping 
and distribution bottleneck 
on the West Coast amid 
unprecedented internation-
al demand for tests.”

Due to high demand, testing at Rec Park in Willimantic ended about two hours early on 
Wednesday. Testing will also be held today, Friday and Sunday this week. Michelle Warren | Staff

New school, 
COVID remain
top priorities

COVID snags in Windham

MICHELLE WARREN 
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER 

WINDHAM/WILLIMAN-
TIC — As COVID soars 

locally and lines to get test-
ed grow long at Rec Park, 
Windham officials this morn-
ing postponed a planned test 

kit distribution slated for 
today.

Windham Town Manager Town hopes for normalcy after 
a challenging, rewarding 2021

A groundbreaking ceremony was held June 24 for  Mansfield’s 
new net-zero energy elementary school. File photo

NEW SCHOOL, Page 4

COVID TEST, Page 4
SHIPPING, Page 4

COVID SNAGS, Page 4

See more COVID 
coverage, Page 7
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As cases rise, town has long lines 
for testing and distribution delays
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TO PLACE AN OBITUARY:  CLASSIFIED DEPT. AT 860-423-8466, ext. 3363, OR 860-423-8466, ext. 3337  AFTER 5 P.M. ON FRIDAYS

There are no obituaries in today’s Chronicle

COVID test kit distribution hits delays locally
kits via drive-through distri-
bution at Mansfield Middle 
School on Friday. A time had 
not been announced for the 
drive-through.

Lebanon, meanwhile, 
announced Wednesday on its 
website the distribution of 
COVID-19 test kits sched-
uled for today might be post-
poned.

“We will provide an update 
about the status of the distri-
bution when we know more,” 
stated a post on the Lebanon 
town website.

As of Wednesday evening, 
the town was still tentative-
ly planning to distribute the 
test kits from the public side 
of the Lebanon Fire Safety 
Complex at 23 Goshen Hill 
Road, today starting at 2 p.m.

Chaplin, meanwhile, has 
officially postponed its test-
ing distribution event that 

was slated for today.
“Unfortunately, due to 

shipping issues, the distri-
bution of the COVID-19 
At-Home Rapid Tests has 
been postponed,” reads a 
notice posted by the Town 
of Chaplin. “As soon as we 
get a definitive date and time 
when we will receive the 
shipment, we will send out 
another announcement.”

Chaplin’s distribution 
was slated to be from noon 
to 4 p.m. at the Chaplin 
Fire Department at 106 

Phoenixville Road.
Coventry had not yet post-

poned its planned COVID 
test kit distribution event as 
of early this morning.

But Coventry did post an 
update on its town website 
reporting Lamont’s delay 
announcement, adding it 
will post further information 
today as it comes in from the 
governor’s office.

It was tentatively planning 
its distribution from 4 to 7 
p.m. (or until supplies run 
out) at Capt. Nathan Hale 
Middle School, which is 
located at 1776 Main St., 
Coventry.

Like the pandemic itself, 
however, the situation regar-
ding the testing kit events 
could change rapidly.

Residents should check 
their towns’ municipal web-
sites for any information on 
their respective testing kit 
distribution events.

Shipping, warehouse bottleneck 
holds up state’s test distribution

The announcement comes 
as the state’s positivity rate 
hit a record-high — 17.78 
percent — on Wednesday. 

Out of the latest round of 
42,295 tests, 7,520 came 
back positive. 

Coronavirus-related hos-
pitalizations climbed by 
more than 150 in 24 hours, 
to 1,113 Wednesday, the 
state reported.

In eastern Connecticut, 
municipal officials had 
planned to collect their 
allotment of test kits at the 
Mohegan Sun Expo Center 
this morning. 

Uncas Health District 
Director Patrick McCormack 

notified municipalities early 
Wednesday evening the 
state said the cargo plane 
carrying the supplies had to 
be in Connecticut by 5 a.m. 
this morning to get the test 
kits to the regional distri-
bution site in time for dis-
tributions planned for later 
in the day.

“The State of CT said the 
message should be that ‘we 
are on standby,’” McCormack 
wrote in the email. 

“Emergency Management 
and Municipal CEOs will be 
alerted to the cargo plane’s 
arrival with an Everbridge 
message.”

On Tuesday, Lamont said 
he’d be calling up almost 

100 state National Guard 
members to help with the 
distribution. 

The municipal test kits, 
each containing two rapid 
coronavirus tests, are 
intended for residents who 
have interacted or intend 
to interact with numbers of 
people whose COVID-19 
status is unknown. 

Next week, school dis-
tricts throughout the state 
will receive additional test 
kits for families of students 
returning to school after 
holiday breaks.

The state also plans to 
distribute 6 million N95 
masks in January.

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Like the pandemic 
itself, the situation 
regarding the 
testing kit events 
could change 
rapidly.

One of Mansfield’s prior-
ities in the new year is to 
obtain gold certification from 
Sustainable CT.

Sustainable CT is a vol-
untary certification pro-
gram to recognize thriving 
Connecticut towns.

It offers a list of best prac-
tices to make towns more 
sustainable.

Towns choose Sustainable 
CT actions, implement them 
and earn points toward cer-
tification.

The program is in the pro-
cess of creating a gold certi-
fication, which the Town of 
Mansfield hopes to earn in 
the new year.

The town is looking to 
build a number of projects to 
help them obtain the honor.

“We’re looking at a whole 
range of environmental pro-
posals from solar power at 
the new school to solid waste 
management,” Moran said. 

Next year, the town will 
continue to work with the 
University of Connecticut 
and the surrounding towns to 
attract businesses.

Mansfield hopes to gain 
businesses from a variety of 
different sectors including 
agrotourism and high-tech 
manufacturing. 

Another priority for the 
town in 2022 is allocating 
funds it received from the 
American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA).

Over the summer, the town 
received half of its $7.5 mil-
lion allocation from the grant.

It expects to receive the 
second half of funding next 
summer.

Mansfield Town Manager 
Ryan Aylesworth said he 
expects the funding to be 
used for a variety of projects 
and services.

“I suspect we’ll run the 
gamut,” he said. “Everything 
from investment in social 
services to facility upgrades 
to make them safer and more 
pandemic proof.”

Aylesworth added that 
ARPA funding also might go 
toward investments in water 
and sewer infrastructure.

One of next year’s most 
exciting events in town is 
the opening of Mansfield 

Elementary School. 
Construction is expected to 

be completed in time for the 
new school year.

The new elementary school 
will replace the school dis-
trict’s three existing elemen-

tary schools: Dorothy C. 
Goodwin Elementary School, 
Southeast Elementary
School and Annie E. Vinton
Elementary School.

Aylesworth said he is excit-
ed for the new school to be 
complete.

“We look forward to see-
ing it through and certainly
not just realizing the net-zero
environmental sustainability
goals but really just offering
a topflight educational facili-
ty,” he said. 

“We believe it’ll be just a
phenomenal public school in
terms of its physical layout
and its ability to help educate
the next generation of youth
that are going through those 
doors.”

Folks can even watch the
progress of the school con-
struction on the Town of 
Mansfield website at www.
mansfieldct.gov.

Like every municipality, 
Mansfield officials hope the
COVID-19 pandemic will
fade in 2022, so life in town
can return to a semblance of
normalcy.

The mayor also hopes for a
happy and healthy communi-
ty in the new year.

“(I hope) to return to a 
more normal kind of life,”
Moran said.

New school, COVID remain 
top priorities in Mansfield
Continued from Page 1

Last month’s unveiling of the Martin Luther King Jr. mural at 
the Mansfield Community Center was also a huge step for-
ward for the town, Mayor Antonia Moran said. File photo

Moran said she believes 
one of the past year’s top 
accomplishments was how 
the town handled the COVID-
19 pandemic, especially 
the schools. Here, masked 
Mansfield Middle School stu-
dents wait to be picked up 
after the last day of school in 
June. File photo

WILLIMANTIC — A Willimantic mother 
and her young son were injured in a two-car 
accident in Willimantic on Wednesday eve-
ning.

According to Willimantic Fire Department 
Chief Marc Scrivener this morning, the crash 
happened at about 6:12 p.m. at Jackson and 

Valley street.
He said a 6-year-old boy and his 30-year-

old mother were transported to Windham
Community Memorial Hospital in Willimantic
“for evaluation of minor injuries.”

No further information was available this 
morning.

Crash sends Willi boy, mom to hospital

Due to high demand, testing at Rec Park in Willimantic ended about two hours early on 
Wednesday. Testing will also be held today, Friday and Sunday this week. Michelle Warren | Staff

COVID snags in Windham
Jim Rivers said town staff 
got a call in the middle of the 
night that the airplane carry-
ing at-home test kits for the 
Town of Windham would not 
be arriving today. 

Therefore, the town will 
not be holding its distri-
bution event today, which 
was scheduled to be held at 
Windham Middle School this 
afternoon. 

The town was expecting to 
get about 3,000 test kits as 
part of Gov. Ned Lamont’s 
initiative, which Lamont 
announced on Monday. There 
are two tests in each kit. 

This morning, Rivers said 
he doesn’t know when the 
test kits will come in. 

“We should have them 
soon,” he said. 

Rivers said the town is try-
ing to get them to people 
before New Year’s, as the 
governor’s office intended. 

That was the goal because 
there could potentially be an 
increase in cases after holi-
day festivities. 

Rivers said the town will 
adjust its plans accordingly 
and asked residents to “stay 
tuned.” 

More information will be 
posted on the town’s website, 
www2.windhamct.com.

Rec Park lines
With the number of 

COVID-19 cases continuing 
to surge, there has been a 
high demand for testing at 
Rec Park in Willimantic this 
week. 

The site closed early 
Monday and Wednesday 
after an estimated 400 to 500 
tests were distributed each 
day. 

While some are getting 
tested because they have 
symptoms, others are doing 
so as a precaution. 

One individual who got 
tested at Recreation Park 
Wednesday was 17-year-old 
E.O. Smith senior Julianna 
Kozyra, who got a positive 
result after taking an at-home 
COVID-19 test. 

“I’m just very congested,” 
she said, adding she has also 
had a headache and a runny 
nose. 

Kozyra’s mother, Willing-
ton resident Lora Wasilefsky, 
said the rest of the family was 
doing well. She said it was 
important that her daughter 
get tested before going back 

to school and work. 
Wasilefsky said her daugh-

ter was scheduled to get 
her booster shot, but they 
cancelled the appointment 
because she wasn’t feeling 
well. 

While waiting for test-
ing at Rec Park, Storrs res-
ident Kirk Murad said he 
was fully vaccinated and was 
getting tested in preparation 
for going back to work at 
Windsor High School, where 
he is a math teacher. 

He said he was trying to 
be safe and said there had 
been cases among staff and 
students at his school. 

Murad acknowledged the 
possibility of school return-
ing to remote learning fol-
lowing winter break, as other 
schools have already decided 
to do. 

However, as of now, that is 
not the plan at Windsor High 
School. 

“I don’t know if that will 
happen,” Murad said. 

Turned away
Starting around 11 a.m. 

Wednesday, Willimantic 
police had to turn people 
away while parked at the 
entrance of Rec Park, which 
is at 50 Main St. 

The site opened at 8 a.m. 
Wednesday and was sched-
uled to be open until 2 p.m., 
but staff from Sema4, the 
contractor running the test-
ing, ran out of tests. 

“They move people through 
very quickly,” Rivers said. “I 
think we have enough hours 
over there.” 

He said the physical capac-
ity of the park is adequate, 
as is the number of people 
working there, but supplies 
are in short supply. 

Initially, there were only 
three testing days at Rec Park, 
but those have increased over 
time and recently, two more 
days were added. 

The town council recently 
requested additional testing 
days in response to a surge 
in cases. 

The site is now open six-
days-a-week, with the fol-
lowing hours: Monday from 
2 to 7 p.m.; Wednesday from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Thursday 
from 2 to 7 p.m.; Friday from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
Sunday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

It is closed on Saturday this 
week because of the holiday. 

Rivers said he anticipated 
the testing site would still 
open at 2 p.m. today and 
wasn’t sure how many tests 
would be available. 

“We just have to play it by 
ear,” he said. 

Those who got tested 
Wednesday were given a 
nasal swab, which will be 
sent to a lab in Branford to be 
processed. 

Results are expected to be 
available within two days 
from the time the lab receives 
the swabs, according to mate-
rials issued by Sema4 staff at 
the testing site.

According to Sema4, it 
may take up to half-a-day 
for samples to reach the lab, 
depending on where and 
what time the sample was 
collected. 

Once the sample arrives at 
the lab, those who have been 
tested will receive an email 
with a link to register via the 
Sema4 Patient Portal.

Testing is also available at 
Generations Family Health 
Center, though the test-
ing there is only open to 
patients and appointments 
are required. 

“Demand is very high,” 
Rivers said, referring to 
Generations. 

Testing is generally avail-
able at Generations Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 
4 p.m. 

Windham surge
In Windham alone, there 

were 41 more COVID-19 
cases between Tuesday and 
Wednesday, according to 
data reported by the state. 

Like the majority of the 
towns in the state, Windham 
is in the red zone, meaning it 
has a COVID-19 case rate of 
15 or more cases on average 
per 100,000 people per week. 

The color rating system is 
used to measure transmission 
rates in each Connecticut 
town. 

Red is the most serious rat-
ing, followed by orange, then 
yellow and then grey. 

The rates are reported by 
the state every Thursday. 

As of last Thursday, 
Windham’s case rate was 
83.5 per 100,000 people. 

For a list of COVID-19 
testing sites in the area, visit 
www.211ct.org. 

Follow Michelle Warren on 
Twitter-@mwarrentc.

Continued from Page 1


