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CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Re- 
viewing dozens of Connecti-
cut towns’ progress in sus-
tainability is no easy feat.

But for the director of 
the Institute for Sustainable 
Energy at Eastern Connecticut 
State University, that task is 
one she believes in through 
and through.

Lynn Stoddard worked at 
the Connecticut Department 
of Energy and Environmental 
Protection before arriving as 
the director of the institute 
five years ago.

The institute works to be 
an educational resource in 
achieving a sustainable ener-
gy future for Eastern, but also 
for the state of Connecticut at 
large.

As part of her work, she 
and her team have built from 
the ground up Sustainable 
CT, a certification program 
that recognizes and rewards 
Connecticut municipalities 
for their work in sustainabil-
ity and environmental protec-
tion.

The program launched in 
November 2017 and award-
ed 22 towns sustainabil-
ity certificates at the end of 
2018, including Windham, 
Coventry and Hebron.

Communities first regis-
ter for the program and then 
track their sustainable efforts 
before submitting them for 

review every year. Currently, 
83 towns are registered.

“Lots of towns are working 
really hard right now for the 

second year’s certification,” 
Stoddard said.

Towns and cities get cred-
it for obvious eco-friendly 

efforts like putting solar pan-
els on town-owned buildings, 
but also for more obscure 
efforts that increase equity
and inclusion for all town 
residents, like library reading
programs and diverse hous-
ing.

“It was really important for
us to include inclusion because
it’s often left out in programs 
like these,” Stoddard said.
“Equity is looking out into 
your community and finding 
who might not be tradition-
ally invited to the table.”

Stoddard has lived in Storrs
for about 30 years. In addition 
to her roles at Eastern, she 
has also been the chairman of 
the Mansfield Sustainability
Committee for a number of
years.

She and her husband own
the Adventure Park at Storrs 
and she spends much of her
time up in the trees.

“I’ve always felt I need
to get up in the trees to get
grounded,” Stoddard said.

Stoddard also practices 
what she preaches and rides
her bicycle to work when the
weather allows it, riding past
the bucolic farms and fields 
of Mansfield.

More information about 
Stoddard or the Institute for
Sustainable Energy is avail-
able at easternct.edu/sus-
tainenergy.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.
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FIVE-DAY FORECAST FOR WILLIMANTIC

REGIONAL CITIES

TIDES

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

NATIONAL CITIES

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

WORLD CITIES

Temperature

Precipitation
Last New First Full

May 26 June 3 June 10 June 17

Rise Set

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

8 a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m. 6 p.m.
The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, 
the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 
3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.
The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature
is an exclusive index of effective temperature based on 
eight weather factors.

24-HOUR TEMPERATURE FORECAST
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UV Index and RealFeel Temperature®

REGIONAL WEATHER Colchester 73/57/pc 84/58/pc
Columbia 73/56/pc 83/57/pc
Hamden 72/58/pc 84/60/pc
Hyannis, MA 69/57/s 71/58/pc
Lebanon 74/57/pc 83/58/pc
Newport, RI 67/57/pc 75/60/pc
New York City 72/62/pc 88/66/pc
Pittsfi eld, MA 70/57/pc 79/54/pc
Providence, RI 75/58/pc 83/61/pc
Southbury 71/57/pc 84/58/pc
Springfi eld, MA 75/57/pc 84/56/pc
Wallingford 73/58/pc 86/59/pc
Warwick, RI 74/57/pc 82/61/pc
Windham 74/57/pc 84/58/pc

High 2:53 a.m. 2.7 ft. 3:51 a.m. 2.5 ft.
Low 9:35 a.m. 0.5 ft. 10:24 a.m. 0.5 ft.
High 3:35 p.m. 2.5 ft. 4:33 p.m. 2.5 ft.
Low 10:02 p.m. 0.9 ft. 10:58 p.m. 0.8 ft.

High 3:45 a.m. 2.6 ft. 4:43 a.m. 2.5 ft.
Low 10:32 a.m. 0.4 ft. 11:21 a.m. 0.4 ft.
High 4:27 p.m. 2.5 ft. 5:25 p.m. 2.5 ft.
Low 10:59 p.m. 0.7 ft. 11:55 p.m. 0.7 ft.

Albuquerque 83/53/s 80/48/s
Anchorage 60/48/c 54/47/sh
Atlanta 94/73/s 96/72/s
Boston 72/60/pc 80/61/pc
Charlotte 93/72/s 95/68/s
Chicago 81/61/t 67/51/pc
Cincinnati 88/67/c 83/63/t
Cleveland 85/65/t 77/55/t
Dallas 89/72/pc 89/69/pc
Denver 73/45/s 75/46/s
Detroit 82/63/t 75/54/pc
Honolulu 87/74/s 87/73/s
Houston 90/73/pc 90/74/pc
Indianapolis 85/67/t 77/61/t
Kansas City 80/63/t 80/67/c
Las Vegas 85/62/s 73/50/pc
Los Angeles 69/56/pc 60/51/sh
Miami 87/78/s 89/75/s
Minneapolis 72/52/pc 76/57/s
Nashville 93/67/s 94/67/s
New Orleans 91/73/s 91/74/s
Orlando 93/70/s 95/69/s
Philadelphia 75/65/pc 90/68/pc
Phoenix 92/64/s 84/60/s
Portland, ME 69/53/pc 72/54/pc
St. Louis 85/70/t 82/68/t
Salt Lake City 71/52/pc 73/51/pc
San Diego 67/59/pc 63/56/sh
San Francisco 66/52/pc 60/51/t
Seattle 59/50/sh 73/55/pc
Washington, DC 81/70/pc 91/70/t

Forecasts and graphics provided 
by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2019

Beijing 95/69/s 75/59/pc
Cairo 96/67/s 93/69/s
Hong Kong 87/78/r 88/79/t
London 71/55/sh 70/51/c
Mexico City 79/55/pc 81/55/pc
Moscow 70/56/sh 72/52/pc
Paris 71/52/pc 70/57/c
Rio de Janeiro 81/70/pc 80/69/pc
Rome 70/58/c 66/58/t
Sydney 77/60/s 73/53/s
Tokyo 86/68/s 86/69/pc
Toronto 75/58/t 74/51/pc
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Partly sunny and 
warmer

Partly sunny Spotty morning 
showers; not as warm

Mostly cloudy and 
warmer

A blend of sun and 
clouds

Some clouds, a stray 
t-storm late

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAYTODAY TONIGHT

CONDITIONS TODAY

Shown are today's 
noon positions of 
weather systems 
and precipitation. 
Temperature bands 
are highs for the 
day. Forecast high/
low temperatures 
are given for 
selected cities.

Today Sunday

Today Sunday

New London Today Sunday

Niantic Today Sunday

Today Sunday

Willimantic through 6 p.m. Friday
High  ...............................................................................  72
Low  ................................................................................  58
Normal high  ..................................................................  72
Normal low  ...................................................................  48
Last year high  ...............................................................  81 
Last year low  .................................................................  51 

24 hours through 6 p.m. Friday  .............................  0.24"
Month to date  ..........................................................  3.02"
Normal month to date  ............................................  2.82"
Year to date  ............................................................  19.78"
Normal year to date  ...............................................  18.10"

Sun today  ............................. 5:21 a.m.  ...........  8:11 p.m.
Sun Sunday  .........................  5:20 a.m.  ...........  8:12 p.m.
Moon today .......................... 1:10 a.m.  .......... 11:19 a.m.
Moon Sunday  .....................  1:42 a.m.  .......... 12:18 p.m.
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Shown is today's weather. Temperatures are today's highs and tonight's lows. Today

ANDOVER
Tuesday: conservation com-

mission, 7 p.m., town hall.

ASHFORD
Tuesday: library board of 

trustees, 2:30 p.m., library.
Saturday: commission on 

aging, 10 a.m., senior center.

CHAPLIN
None.

COLUMBIA
Tuesday: planning and zoning 

commission, 7 p.m.
Wednesday: Democratic town 

committee, 7:30 p.m., both in 
town hall.

COVENTRY
Tuesday: planning and zoning 

commission, 7 p.m., town hall 
annex building; town council 
steering committee, 7 p.m., town 
hall.

EASTFORD
None.

FRANKLIN
Tuesday: zoning board of ap-

peals (if necessary), 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday: water pollution 

control authority, 6:45 p.m.; 
board of selectmen, 7 p.m., all 
in town hall.

HAMPTON
Tuesday: planning and zoning 

commission, 7 p.m., town hall. 

HEBRON
Tuesday: planning and zon-

ing commission, 7 p.m.; public 
building committee, 6:30 p.m., 
both in town hall.

LEBANON
Tuesday: Jonathan Trumbull 

Jr. House Museum board, 4 p.m.; 
economic development commis-
sion, 6 p.m.; planning and zon-
ing subcommittee, 2:30 p.m.; 
planning and zoning commis-
sion, 7 p.m., all in town hall.

MANSFIELD
Tuesday: town council, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday: human services 

advisory committee, 3:30 p.m.
Saturday: Democratic town 

committee, 7 p.m., all in town 
office building. 

SCOTLAND
None.

WILLINGTON
None. 

WINDHAM
Tuesday: water pollution con- 

trol authority, 6 p.m., water pol- 
lution control facility; Williman-
tic Library board, 7 p.m., lib-
rary; town meeting, 6 p.m., town 
hall.

Wednesday: housing authority,  
2 p.m., housing authority; Wind-
ham historic district commis-
sion, 7 p.m., Windham Center 
School.

 Special Neighbor

ECSU sustainable energy director
strives to make state eco-friendly

Lynn Stoddard of Storrs serves as the director of the 
Institute for Sustainable Energy at Eastern Connecticut 
State University. Contributed photo

Last chance to discuss budgets
CLAIRE GALVIN

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WINDHAM — Voters 
will have one last opportu-
nity to comment on the 2019-
20 Windham budgets in a 
town meeting Tuesday night 
at the Windham Town Hall 
Bellingham Auditorium.

At 6 p.m., discussion will 
be heard on the board of edu-
cation and general govern-
ment budgets.

Then, at 6:15 p.m., voters  
can comment on the Williman-
tic Taxing District budget.

Voters will soon decide a 
$16,551,929 general govern-
ment budget, an increase of 
5.28 percent over the cur-
rent year’s budget, and the 
$48,935,576 school budget, 
an increase of 2 percent over 
the current year’s budget.

They will also need to ap-
prove the $1,040,500 town 
and $4,470,000 school capi-

tal improvement plans.
The total proposed mill rate 

for Windham spending would 
be 37.92 mills, including the 
0.41 increase.

Windham, however, recent-
ly concluded a town-wide 
revaluation.

How that will impact tax-
payers depends on the new 
property values, with some 
seeing a tax hike and others, 
possibly, seeing a decrease. 

That figure does not include 
the Windham First Taxing 
District and the Willimantic 
Taxing District mill rates, 
which are additional taxes 
for taxpayers in those parts 
of town. 

Taxpayers previously ap-
proved a $944,837 Windham 
First Taxing District budget, 
an increase of 5.9 percent, and 
a mill rate of 1.96 mills for 
Windham villages residents.

Voters will also approve the 

Willimantic Taxing District  
$10,999,359 budget, an inc-
rease of 3.72 percent from 
the current budget, and capi-
tal improvement plans of 
$89,700.

The Willimantic district 
mill rate would be 12.73, an 
increase of 0.64 mills. That is 
added onto the town mill rate.

Finally, the referendum 
is set for Tuesday, June 4, 
at various polling locations 
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Voters can submit their bal-
lots at the Elks Lodge, 198A 
Pleasant St., Willimantic; the 
Windham Center Fire House, 
Route 203, Windham Center; 
or the VFW, 1415 W. Main 
St., Willimantic.

A full street list of poll-
ing locations is available at 
windhamct.com on the regis-
trar of voters page.

Follow Claire Galvin on 
Twitter - @CGalvinTC.

WILLIMANTIC POLICE 
860-465-3135

Jose Javier Vega, 36, of 10 
Spring St., Willimantic, was 
charged with sixth-degree lar-
ceny May 10. Court: May 10 in 
Danielson. Bond: $7,500.

Charles E. Wilson, 58, no 
address given, was charged with 
second-degree failure to appear 
in court May 11. Court: May 24 
in Danielson. Bond: $1,500.

Jerry Garcia Rivera, 39, of 
13 Bristol St., Willimantic, was 
charged with possession of a 
controlled substance or more 
than one-half ounce canna-
bis May 12. Court: May 24 in
Danielson. Bond: $5,000.

Carlos Roberto Ovalle, 22, of  
480 Main St., Apt. 214, Willi- 
mantic, was charged with dis-
orderly conduct May 13. Court: 
May 14 in Danielson. Bond: 
$500.

Jasmine Nicole Menard, 30, of 
88 Jackson St., Willimantic, was 
charged with second-degree
failure to appear and two counts 
of violation of probation May
13. Court: May 14 in Danielson. 
Bond: $12,500.

See list of Memorial Day 
observances on Page 11
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