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CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — The 
Thread City’s downtown 
library may soon have its 
own pair of wheels to cruise 
around in style and deliver 
library services to locations 
outside its Main Street site.

Folks with the Willimantic 
Public Library are asking 
community members to 
donate to a crowdfunding 
campaign for a library “book 
bike.”

The library is looking to 
purchase a Haley electric tri-
cycle, with a cargo bin, to 
bring the library and its ser-
vices out to the community.

The bin will be loaded 
with books, a laptop, WiFi 
hotspot and other materials 
for library patrons.

The bike will appear at 
community events like the 
farmers market, 3rd Thursday 
street festivals, Shaboo Stage 
performances and the Boom 
Box Parade.

In addition, library staff 
members could pedal to 
schools, daycares, apartment 

complexes, the senior center, 
nursing homes, the co-op or 
the laundromat. 

“I’m very excited about the 
prospect of reaching out to 
the whole community, espe-
cially to people who can’t 
make it to the library,” said 

Willimantic Library Director 
Dan Paquette in a release 
issued by the Friends of the 
Willimantic Public Library.

The campaign opened 
Monday and closes June 1.

If the campaign reaches 
its $5,500 goal by the dead-

line, the project will receive 
a matching grant from 
Sustainable CT’s Community 
Match Fund. 

The total budget of $11,000 
will cover most or all of the 
expenses of the Book Bike 
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Mid-Day 3: 9-5-8

Mid-Day 4: 9-2-6-7

Play 3: 0-9-1

Play 4: 0-1-9-8

Cash 5: 1-13-15-22-25
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Mailing Address: P.O. Box 229, 
Willimantic, CT 06226.

Location: 322 Main St., Unit 1-1B, 
Willimantic, a quarter-mile east of 
the Frog Bridge intersection.

Contacting the Chronicle

The State of Connecticut’s 
COVID-19 metric report is 
now issued every Monday 
through Friday. The report 
that is issued Monday 
afternoons will contain 
combined data that was 
collected  Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday.
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Currently, health care 
personnel, long-term care 
facility residents, medical 
first responders and people 
16 years and older are eli-
gible to get the COVID-19 
vaccine. Qualifying locals 
can access the shot at:

• Windham Community 
Memorial Hospital through 
Hartford HealthCare. More 
information at hartford-
healthcare.org/health-well-
ness/covid-vaccine.

• Generations Family 
Health Center, located at  
40 Mansfield Ave., Willi-
mantic, is offering vac-
cinations for its current 
patients. More informa-
tion available at genhealth. 
org/vaccine-news-2021.

• The local health districts 
are also hosting events to 
vaccinate those in need. 
Eastern Highlands Health 
District can be reached at 
860-429-3325 and North 
Central District Health 
Department can be reached 
at 860-745-0383.

• For more information 
about appointments, visit 
dphsubmissions.ct .gov/
onlinevaccine or vams.cdc.
gov. To find a list of the clos-
est available clinics, visit 
ct.gov/covidvaccine.

How to get 
the vaccine

• Generations Family Health Center in Willimantic has free 
testing Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to noon and 1 
to 4 p.m., at its 40 Mansfield Ave. site. 

• Windham Community Memorial Hospital has free testing 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Rec Park, 79 Main St., Willimantic. Those who require pre-
op testing will be given preferred access from 8 to 10 a.m. 
Learn more at windhamhospital.org.

Local COVID testing sites

Best Gas 
Price

Cumbys Jackson 2.75
Shell Jackson 2.77
Stop & Shop Main 2.79
Mobil Boston Post 2.79
Valero Main 2.87
Shell Main 2.89

Gasbuddy.com

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Folks 
in Willimantic’s lower-in-
come homes may soon be 
living in newly renovated 
homes.

The State Bond Com-
mission is expected to 
approve a $2.66 million loan 
for the Willimantic Housing 
Authority to renovate units at 
Hevrin Terrace.

The loan will renovate 
90 two- and three-bedroom 
units in a neighborhood 
on Keating Street off of 
Holbrook Avenue.

The state will help pay 
about 42 percent of the pro-
jected $6.37 million renova-
tion cost.

The bond commission is 
scheduled to meet this Friday 
to approve the loan for 
Hevrin Terrace, as well as 
many other public projects in 
Connecticut.

“It’s good news,” said 
Windham Town Manager 
Jim Rivers. “Any money 
we can put in the affordable 
housing pot is a good thing.”

Windham Mayor Thomas 
DeVivo said news of the 
funding’s availability was 
encouraging.

“Housing for the poor 
should never be poor 
housing,” DeVivo said. 
“Previously we had spent too 
many years not doing hous-
ing infrastructure improve-

E.O. Smith budget finalized by BoE
MICHELLE WARREN 

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER 

STORRS — The proposed 
2021-22 budget approved by 
the Regional School District 
19 Board of Education last 
week represents a 1.45-per-
cent increase from the cur-
rent budget. 

The budget was approved 
by vote of 8-0 during the 
April 6 board of education 
meeting. 

Now, the budget is up to 
the tri-town district’s voters, 
who will tentatively decide 
on it early next month.

District 19 Board Chairman 
Jim Mark does not typically 
vote unless there is a tie and 
did not vote on the budget. 

The proposed budget is 
$22,322,352, an increase of 
$318,562, or 1.45 percent, 
from current spending. That 

budget was recommended by 
the finance committee. 

“I am happy with the bud-
get we are bringing forward,” 
District 19 Superintendent of 

Schools Sharon Cournoyer 
said in a statement. 

“I feel it is fiscally respon-
sible during this very diffi-
cult time for families and the 

community and it also main-
tains the high quality staffing 
and programming that E.O. 
Smith is known for.” 

As board member Janice 
Chamberlain noted, the bud-
get approved by the school 
board was reduced from the 
original budget Cournoyer 
proposed. 

That budget was 
$22,507,430, a $503,640, 
or 2.3 percent, increase 
from the 2020-21 budget. 
Cournoyer said she was able 
to find savings without hav-
ing “programmatic impact” 
on students. She said she was 
grateful to Finance Director 
Charmaine Bradshaw-Hill 
and District 19 Board of 
Education members for their 
support throughout the bud-
get process. 

Donations 
sought for 
‘book bike’

Willi library ready to roll

The exterior of the Willimantic Public Library is seen here in September. The library is looking 
to purchase a ‘book bike’ to bring its services throughout the community. File photo

A sign points the way to the main entrance at E.O. Smith High 
School in Storrs, which educates District 19 students. File photo

Dr. Gregory Shangold gets the first of two shots to prevent 
COVID-19 in December. H e was vaccinated  at Windham 
Community Memorial Hospital in Willimantic. File photo

Booster shots 
likely needed, 
experts think

JORDAN FENSTER
CONNECTICUT POST

While about half of Con-
necticut’s population has 
received a single dose of 
the COVID vaccine, there 
is already discussion about 
booster shots.

Pfizer’s Angela Hwang 
said this month that immu-
nity granted by her compa-
ny’s vaccine lasts at least six 
months, and so far it’s effec-

tive against emerging, more
infectious variants. 

But, she said, booster shots
will likely be necessary.

“What we know today is 
that we have a highly effec-
tive vaccine that is safe, that 
the duration of protection as 
we know it is six months,”
she said. 

“This next study will help
us to understand what are
the time intervals by which
you need to boost — at six
months or at 12 months?”

Ohm Deshpande, who runs 
Yale New Haven’s vaccine
program, described it as a
race. 

Some say we’ll 
never be truly  
free of COVID

EXPERTS, Page 4

WILLIMANTIC, Page 4

E.O. SMITH, Page 4

STATE LOAN, Page 4

I’m very excited about the prospect of reaching out to the whole 
community, especially to people who can’t make it to the library.

Willimantic Library Director Dan Paquette

State loan in works  
to revamp housing
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TO PLACE AN OBITUARY:  CLASSIFIED DEPT. AT 860-423-8466, ext. 3363, OR 860-423-8466, ext. 3337  AFTER 5 P.M. ON FRIDAYS

There are no obituaries  
in today’s Chronicle

US suggests pause 
of J&J shots due to 
blood clot reports

ZEKE MILLER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The U.S. is recommending 
a “pause” in administration 
of the single-dose Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 vaccine 
to investigate reports of poten-
tially dangerous blood clots.

In a joint statement today, 
the Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention and the  
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration said they were inves-
tigating clots in six women 
that occurred in the days after 
vaccination. 

The clots were observed 
along with reduced platelet 
counts — making the usual 
treatment for blood clots, the 
blood thinner heparin, poten-
tially “dangerous.”

More than 6.8 million doses 
of the J&J vaccine have been 
administered in the U.S., the 
vast majority with no or mild 
side effects. 

U.S. federal distribution 
channels, including mass 
vaccination sites, will pause 
the use of the J&J shot, and 
states and other providers are 
expected to follow. 

The other two authorized 
vaccines, from Moderna and 
Pfizer, are not affected by the 
pause.

CDC’s Advisory Commit-
tee on Immunization Practices 
will meet Wednesday to dis-
cuss the cases and the FDA 
has also launched an inves-
tigation into the cause of the 
clots and low platelet counts. 

“Until that process is com-
plete, we are recommend-
ing a pause in the use of 
this vaccine out of an abun-
dance of caution,” Dr. Anne 
Schuchat, Principal Deputy 
Director of the CDC and Dr. 
Peter Marks, director of the 
FDA’s Center for Biologics 
Evaluation and Research said 
in a joint statement.

They are recommending 
that people who were given 
the J&J vaccine who are 
experiencing severe head-
ache, abdominal pain, leg 
pain, or shortness of breath 
within three weeks after 
receiving the shot contact 
their health care provider.

Officials say they also want 
to educate vaccine provid-
ers and health professionals 
about the “unique treatment” 
required for this type of clot.

The J&J vaccine received 
emergency use authoriza-
tion from the FDA in late 
February with great fanfare,  
with hopes that its single-dose 
and relatively simple storage 
requirements would speed 
vaccinations across the U.S. 

Yet the shot only makes up 
a small fraction of the doses 
administered in the U.S. as 
J&J has been plagued by pro-
duction delays and manufac-
turing errors at the Baltimore 
plant of a contractor. 

Last week, the drugmak-
er took over the facility to 
scale up production in hopes 
of meeting its commitment 
to the U.S. government of 
providing about 100 million 
doses by the end of May. 

Until now concern about 
the unusual blood clots has 
centered on the vaccine from 
AstraZeneca, which has not 
yet received authorization in 
the U.S. 

Last week, European regu-
lators said they found a pos-
sible link between the shots 
and a very rare type of blood 
clot that occurs together 
with low blood platelets, one 
that seems to occur more in 
younger people.

The European Medicines 
Agency stressed the bene-
fits of receiving the vaccine 
outweigh the risks for most 
people. But several coun-
tries have imposed limits on 
who can receive the vaccine; 
Britain recommended that 
people under 30 be offered 
alternatives.

But the J&J and Astra-
Zeneca vaccines are made 
with the same technology. 

Leading COVID-19 vac-
cines train the body to rec-
ognize the spike protein that 
coats the outer surface of the 
coronavirus. 

But the J&J and Astra-
Zeneca vaccines use a cold 
virus, called an adenovirus, 
to carry the spike gene into 
the body. J&J uses a human 
adenovirus to create its vac-
cine while AstraZeneca uses 
a chimpanzee version.

The announcement hit U.S. 
stock markets immediately, 
with Dow futures falling 
almost 200 points two hours 
before the opening bell. 
Shares of Johnson & Johnson 
dropped almost 3 percent.

Program for one year.
The Friends of the Library, a group 

responsible for fundraising efforts for 
the library, is asking the community to 
donate to the campaign.

“I’m thrilled that the Friends are sup-
porting this effort and doing the work 
to make it happen,” Paquette said. “It 
wouldn’t be possible otherwise.”

Board chairman Merle Potchinsky 
said the bike is one way to be out in 
the community.

“One of the most significant aspects 
of our board’s strategic plan is to reach 
out to our diverse Windham commu-
nity in appealing, engaging and, yes, 
delightful ways,” Potchinsky said in 
the release.

“This extraordinary book bike pro-
gram will be so exciting to our chil-
dren, so accessible to our less mobile 

elderly, and so convenient to our adult 
population.”

Sustainable CT is an initiative of 
Eastern Connecticut State University’s 
Institute for Sustainable Energy. 

The fund is supported by the Smart 
See Fund, the Emily Hall Tremaine 
Foundation and the Connecticut Green 
Bank.

“Through the Community Match 
Fund, we aim to put residents at the 
forefront of creating positive, impact-
ful change,” wrote Abe Hilding-
Salorio, community outreach manager 
for Sustainable CT.

For more information about the 
fundraiser and making donations, visit 
Patronicity.com/WPLBookBike. For 
more information on the Willimantic 
Public Library, call 860-465-3079 or 
visit https://willimanticlibrary.org.

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter - @
CGalvinTC. 

The spending plan includes 
$19,048,791 in contribu-
tions from the three member 
towns, Mansfield, Ashford 
and Willington, an increase 
of $98,491, or 0.5 percent, 
from the 2020-21. 

Mansfield’s contribution is 
proposed at $11,157, 419, an 
increase of $129,618, or 1.8 
percent, from the 2020-21 
budget.

Ashford’s contribution is 
proposed at $3,511,472, a 
decrease of $355,924, or 10 
percent, from the 2020-21 
budget.

Willington’s contribution 
is proposed at $4,379,900, 
a $358,933, or 8.9 percent 
increase from 2020-21. 

There is also $3,273,282 
in the budget for revenues, 

an increase of $219,792, or 
7.2 percent. Member town 
contributions are based on 
enrollment in the three towns. 

Ashford’s enrollment is 
projected to be 186 students 
next year, a decrease of 10 
students. Mansfield’s enroll-
ment is projected to be 591 
students, an increase of 37. 

Meanwhile, Willington’s en- 
rollment is projected to be 232  
students, an increase of 30. 

The budget includes mul-
tiple cost drivers, including:

• A $131,110 increase in 
the benefits line item based 
on claims.

• An increase in certified 
salaries due to the addition of 
a counselor to the academic 
support center. 

• And increases in pur-
chased services, among other 

costs. 
The following new posi-

tions are included: an academ-
ic success center coordinator, 
added this year through sala-
ry savings caused by the pan-
demic; two part-time school 
security officer positions; a 
new home/school/communi-
ty engagement coordinator; 
four assistant coaching posi-
tions; and a world language 
position added last spring. 

The annual meeting on the 
budget is tentatively sched-
uled for May 3 at 7 p.m. at 
the library media center. 

A referendum is tenta-
tively scheduled for May 4 
in Mansfield, Ashford and 
Willington. 

Gov. Ned Lamont passed 
an executive order last year 
restricting towns from hav-

ing town meetings and ref-
erendums for budgets due to 
pandemic concerns. 

Town government bodies 
decided spending plans.

That’s not the case this 
year.

On April 6, Lamont 
allowed boards of education
to extend the budget process
through June 30, provided it
is adopted by that date. 

Under that executive order,
the town meeting must be
held by June 30. 

If the board decides to alter
budget dates, it would need
to do so by May 20. 

The board has not yet dis-
cussed whether they will
change the date of the town
meeting or referendum. 

Follow Michelle Warren on
Twitter-@mwarrentc.

Can we vaccinate every-
one and achieve population 
immunity — a state in which 
the virus cannot transmit 
from person to person — 
before immunity runs out?

“If large portions of soci-
ety don’t get vaccinated, it 
creates a pool for viral rep-
lication and mutation, which 
could be very dangerous,” 
Deshpande said. 

“The quicker we vaccinate 
as many adults as we can, 
and then the 20 to 25 percent 
of society under the age of 
16 when the vaccines are 
approved, the less likely we 
will need vaccine boosters.”

Vaccine boosters are not 
uncommon, according to 
David Banach, an infectious 
disease physician and hospi-
tal epidemiologist at UConn 
Health.

“In terms of existing vac-
cines, like pneumonia vac-
cines, after five years or so, 
we get repeated pneumonia 
vaccines,” he said. 

“Even the childhood vac-
cines are multiple doses to 
be given over time. Very few 
of them are single-dose vac-
cines. The single dose for a 

lot of those vaccines can get 
short-term immunity. But if 
you really want to get lon-
ger lasting immunity, there’s 
boosting involved.”

But it remains unknown 
what those COVID-19 vac-
cine boosters will do.

“That’s something that we 
also have to be aware of, if 
boosters are either going to 

be directed toward address-
ing changes associated with 
variants, or if the boosters 
would be directed toward 
bolstering existing immuni-
ty, because immunity wanes 
over time,” Banach said.

It does not appear to be a 
situation similar to the flu 
vaccine, which patients are 
encouraged to get annually.

“With flu, we use the 
term ‘genetic drift,’ signifi-
cant changes to the flu that 
you need to base our adap-
tation of the vaccine on in 
order to provide protection,” 
Banach said. “Right now, it 
doesn’t seem like that sort of 
virus-vaccine relationship is 
there for SARS-CoV-2.”

There may, however, 

be variants that evade the 
immune response granted 
by vaccines. Deshpande said 
reaching herd immunity is 
the key to stopping the gen-
eration of those variants.

“The quicker we reach 
herd or population immuni-
ty, the less likely we will 
have variants that necessitate 
a booster,” he said. “Viral 

variants arise through viral
replication. Vaccination pre-
vents viral replication.”

However, Banach argued
the world may never be truly
free of COVID-19.

“In the scientific commu-
nity, there’s a strong consen-
sus that we won’t be able to
eradicate the virus entirely,”
he said. 

“With our current mea-
sures and vaccines in terms
of global eradication, we 
think about that with other 
kinds of infections, things 
like polio and smallpox. But
the general feeling is that we
won’t be able to achieve that
with this virus, at least in the
near future.”

There may be periods of
time with no cases of the
coronavirus in Connecticut
and in the United States, but
Banach said reaching glob-
al population immunity with
highly infectious respiratory
diseases is difficult.

“Here in the U.S., espe-
cially in Connecticut, our 
vaccine coverage is very 
high,” he said. “But for us to
achieve that across the entire
world, I think it’s a difficult
or unrealistic expectation.”

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.

People walk in to get their COVID-19 vaccine at the Baldwin 
Hills Crenshaw Plaza in Los Angeles April 1. AP

Police: Deadly shootings of  
toddler, teen appear related

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD — Police 
in Connecticut’s capital 
city believe separate shoot-
ings over the weekend that 
killed a 3-year-old boy and a 
16-year-old boy were related.

Hartford Police Chief Jason 
Thody said Monday inves-
tigators have found connec-
tions between the shootings, 
which happened about two 
hours apart on Saturday after-
noon in the city’s North End. 

No arrests have been 
announced, but Thody said 
city police “will continue to 
devote every resource to bring 

the perpetrators to justice.”
Police said Randell Jones, 

3, was riding in a car with his 
mother, other relatives and 
a man when another vehicle 
pulled alongside them and 
someone opened fire. 

Randell died in the shoot-
ing, which appeared to have 
targeted the man in the car, 
police said. No one else was 
hurt. The shooter’s car was 
stolen, authorities said.

Later in the afternoon, 
16-year-old Jamari Preston, 
of New Britain, was shot to 
death less than a mile away 
from the first shooting.

Willimantic library is ready to roll
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

With our current measures and 
vaccines in terms of global eradication, 
we think about that with other kinds 
of infections, things like polio and 
smallpox. But the general feeling is that 
we won’t be able to achieve that with 
this virus, at least in the near future.

David Banach, infectious disease physician

A sign shows current hours of operation at 
the Willimantic Public Library. File photo

E.O. Smith budget finalized by BoE

Experts: Booster shots likely needed

State loan in the works for housing revamp
ments in those facilities.”

State Sen. Mae Flexer, 
D-Willimantic, said the fund-
ing is timely.

“The pandemic has kept 
people in and around their 
homes for longer periods of 
time, so any improvements 
are immediately appreciat-
ed,” Flexer said in a release 
issued by Windham’s legisla-
tive delegation. 

“Affordable housing con-
tinues to be a challenge for 
much of Connecticut. Here 
in Willimantic, our commu-
nity understands the need for 
affordable housing and knows 
that neighborhoods like 
Hevrin Terrace are import-
ant for our community and 

should be well maintained.”
Local legislators said 

investing in housing will 
help the state move forward 
from the pandemic.

“This is great news. 
Investing in our existing sub-
sidized housing not only ben-
efits Windham residents, it 
benefits our entire state and 
will help Connecticut move 
forward from the pandem-
ic,” said state Rep. Susan 
Johnson, D-Willimantic. 

“Expanding subsidized and 
affordable housing options 
throughout our state remains 
a top priority, but equally 
important is renovating our 
current housing stock.”

Johnson and others thanked 
Gov. Ned Lamont for leading 

the state in this initiative.
“Investing in and reno-

vating our existing housing 
stock will pay dividends in 
Connecticut’s rebound from 
the virus-induced recession,” 
said state Rep. Brian Smith, 
D-Colchester. 

“Thank you to Gov. 
Lamont and the State Bond 
Commission for taking up 
this matter and investing in 
Connecticut’s future.”

Overseen by the housing 
authority in Willimantic, 
the Town of WIndham is 
home to a larger percentage 
of affordable housing units 
than any other community 
in Connecticut, except for 
Hartford.

“It’s a very difficult situ-

ation,” Rivers said. “When
you have a lot of people 
in the lower income area,
you don’t have the economic 
engine you normally would.”

Hevrin Terrace is a state-fi-
nanced development for res-
idents with incomes at 25 to
50 percent of the area median 
income.

The complex also earned
$1.3 million in state funding
in 2018.

Friday’s bonding commis-
sion meeting will be held vir-
tually and will be streamed at
ct-n.com.

Willimantic Housing Auth-
ority representatives could 
not be reached for comment.

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 
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