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Impasse 
resolved
No-freeze shelter will stay at  
its current location until April

The new Coventry Town Council was sworn in back in November. From the left are, Democrat Lisa Thomas, Republican 
Richard Williams Jr., Democrat Lisa Conant, Republican Matthew O’Brien Sr., Republican Matthew O’Brien Jr., Democrat 
Jonathan Hand  and new town council chairperson Julie Blanchard, a Republican. Lisa Massicotte | Staff

A year of triumph, tumult in Coventry
LISA MASSICOTTE

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

COVENTRY — Time flew 
by for Coventry in a very 
active 2019 that came and 
went while town officials 
worked to make progress on 
several long-term projects.

But that progress did not 
come without a little bit of 
political strife indicative of 
the divisive times the nation 
is in.

Infrastructure and energy 
was a major theme of 2019 for 
Coventry, as voters approved 
a $4 million bond in May to 
make improvements to town 
roads, the Coventry Gram-
mar School parking lot and 
the Hop River Road Bridge 
— some of which will con-

tinue into 2020.
Additionally, the town 

worked hard in reducing 
its electricity consumption 
over the year and achieved 
the Sustainable CT Silver 
Certification in November.

Coventry Town Manager 
John Elsesser said progress 
has also been made regard-
ing the microgrid project, but 
there is a lot of technicalities 
to still work out. “That’s just 

CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLIMANTIC — Doz-
ens in the Willimantic area 
who don’t have secure hous-
ing are celebrating a small 
victory this week regarding 
their local shelter.

After some uncertainty, the 
Windham Region No Freeze 
Project is confirmed to stay 
in its current location at 75 
Bridge St., 
Willimantic, 
through the 
end of the 
cold-weather 
season.

“ T h e y ’ r e 
going to be 
allowed to 
stay,” build-
ing owner 
M i c h a e l 
Haddad said 
Friday. “I’ve 
accommodated them for 
many years, I’m not going 
to throw them out on the 
street.”

The overnight shelter offers 
warm and safe housing for 
adults between November 
and April.

The shelter’s current lease 
expires on Tuesday.

While Haddad had origi-
nally offered to extend the 
lease on a month-to-month 
basis from January to April, 
an incident at the shelter’s 

plaza near his business nearly 
made him change his mind.

In early December, 
Haddad’s adult son was 
threatened with a knife by 
one of the shelter guests.

Although the shelter then 
permanently banned that cli-
ent from ever staying at the 
shelter again, Haddad had 
still originally asked the shel-
ter to vacate on Dec. 31.

However, 
he has since 
reconsidered.

“ H e ’ s 
backed off. 
He said we 
can stay until 
we find a 
new place,” 
shelter exec-
utive direc-
tor Avery 
Lenhart said. 
“We’re going 

on a month-to-month lease, 
on a month-to-month basis.”

Lenhart said she believes 
Haddad realized how diffi-
cult it would be for the shel-
ter to vacate so quickly and 
during the colder months.

“I think he knew that there 
was no place for us to go,” 
Lenhart said. “He didn’t 
want to put these people on 
the street. He was initially 
reacting to a very unfortunate 
situation, but it’s over now.”

They’re going to 
be allowed to stay. 
I’ve accommodated 
them for many 
years. I’m not going 
to throw them out 
on the street.

Michael Haddad

NO-FREEZE, Page 4

Willington museum captures local firm’s past

Left, a large Toledo scale, which was produced in May 1901, 
is displayed. It was used to weigh the spools produced by the 
Gardiner Hall Jr. Co. Right, a  fire hose cart built around 1920.
Michelle Firestone | Staff

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

WILLINGTON — The 
well-being of Gardiner Hall 
Jr.’s employees was of utmost 
importance to him.

Unlike other mill owners, 
he knew the names of all 
the employees at his spooled 
thread production compa-
ny, Gardiner Hall Jr. Co. in 
Willington.

And, while strikes were 
common at mills, work-
ers at the Willington mill 
were never involved in one, 
according to Gardiner Hall 
Jr. Museum Curator Tyler 
Hall. 

In fact, he said, employ-
ees stayed at his great, great, 
great-grandfather’s company 
for many years because they 
were happy there.

“He treated them like they 

were his family,” Tyler Hall 
said during a tour of the 
museum Tuesday.  

According to the website, 
the  museum was established 
by the Friends of the Mill 
Works in 2014.

 It  is located in the mill 
building at 156 River Road 
in Willington, which is now 
known as “The Mill Works” 
and, according to the town 

of the Month

This sign on its side symbolized the fall of the embattled 
Caprilands site in Coventry. In July, a public auction took 
place to sell off items to benefit the estate of the herb farm’s 
founder. Lisa Massicotte | StaffCOVENTRY, Page 4

MUSEUM, Page 4

Gardiner Hall Jr. Museum curator Tyler Hall 
talks about his ancestor, William Henry Hall, 
at the museum recently. William Henry Hall, 
a former state representative and state 
senator, was Gardiner Hall Jr.’s son. Michelle 
Firestone | Staff
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a huge project,” he said.
Also still in the works for 

2020 will be the library ren-
ovation project, the merg-
er of the two fire depart-
ments, the development of a 
regional economic develop-
ment action plan, the Nathan 
Hale Greenway, the Bolton-
Coventry sewer initiative and 
much, much more.

Coventry Lake seems to 
be improving from a serious 
case of the invasive aquatic 
plant hydrilla. 

This summer the town con-
tinued the hydrilla treatments 
in Coventry Lake along 
with fanwort treatments in 
Eagleville Lake.

“We made very good prog-
ress on hydrilla,” Elsesser 
said. “We stopped the spread 
and the original colonies 
were decimated. But we’ll 
have to keep going.”

Back in late February, the 
First Congregational Church 
of Coventry took heavy 
damage to its roof structure, 
forcing the church to hold 

Sunday sermons outside of 
its sanctuary.

Damages from what the 
church believed was a wind 
storm caused a beam sup-
porting a truss - the roofing 
framework - split, causing a 
safety hazard. 

The truss has since been 
repaired, but the construction 
destroyed the interior of the 
sanctuary and it is anticipated 
worship will 
resume with-
in the sanctu-
ary by spring 
of 2020.

Also recov-
ering from 
damages is 
the Vinton 
Village Plaza, 3466 Main St. 
Wicked Slice came back and 
reopened in August, a little 
over a year after a fire in July 
2018 destroyed the building 
and severely damaged ten-
ants in the Vinton Village 
Plaza. 

Wicked Slice is the only 
business operating out of the 
plaza, however, space is cur-

rently available to rent on 
the upper level of the facil-
ity, according to Coventry 
Director of Planning and 
Development Eric Trott.

This past year was a very 
productive year for the 
legal disputes regarding the 
future of Caprilands Herb 
Farm and the widower of 
Adelma Grenier Simmons 
fight regarding the site. 

Elsesser said 
he believes 
2020 might 
be it for the 
Capr i l ands 
saga. 

“I think 
this will be 
the year for 

Caprilands,” Elsesser said. 
“The litigation continues but 
it is winding down.”

Coventry received a 
$20,000 grant for an assess-
ment of the Caprilands build-
ings, which is expected to 
occur in three months.

“We’ll put out a request 
for proposals to see what the 
private sector has for ideas 
that could adaptively reuse 
(Caprilands) with the hope 
of seeing who can come 
closest to Adelma (Grenier 
Simmons’) will, while still 
being economically viable,” 
Elsesser said last week. 

“The clock is ticking. I 
think by this spring we’ll 
know much more about Cap-
rilands.”

Political tension was ram-
pant in Coventry leading up 
to and following the 2019 
municipal elections.

The Coventry Republican 
Registrar of Voters’ lack of 

certification was brought to 
the attention of the Office of
Secretary of the State.

In addition, political sig-
nage from the Coventry
Republican Town Committee
created talk in town. 

Election Day Nov. 5 result-
ed in a close call between
some candidates, prompting
a lengthy vote recount.

And ultimately, the elec-
tion results changed the party
majority in both the town
council and board of edu-
cation from Democrat to 
Republican.

The new town council is 
currently working on devel-
oping its goals, according to
Elsesser.

As for the residents of
Coventry, Elsesser had an 
important message for them
for the new year.

“Our town staff is here to 
assist and serve the public,”
he said. “And for us to do our 
job, we do need direct com-
munications with residents. 
So if you have a question the
right place to get an (answer)
is actually from staff and
not from Facebook or social
media.”

He said Facebook does not 
allow for proper dialog.

“We know it’s easy and we 
know it’s fun, but that’s not 
the media you get answers
from,” he said. 

“Above all else, this town
has so much to be proud of.
The quality of life is demon-
strated by the people who
live here and that’s an honor
for us to be part of.”

Follow Lisa Massicotte on 
Twitter - @LmassicotteTC.
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Janet A. Miller
COLUMBIA

Janet A. Miller, 81 years of 
age, of Columbia, CT passed 
away December 26, 2019. 
Janet was born in Willimantic, 
CT, and was the eldest daugh-
ter of the late Louis and Nettie 
(Sherman) Rosen. 

She was predeceased by her 
husband, Melvin A. Miller and 
is survived by her three chil-
dren: son, Bruce Miller and 
his wife, Gail of Colchester, 
CT; two daughters; Debra 
Miller Sarazin and her hus-
band, Paul of Columbia, 
CT and Lauren Miller of 
Orange, CT. Janet will be 
forever remembered by her 
grandchildren: Paige Sarazin 
Witkovic, her husband, Matt; 
Ryan Sarazin, his wife, Sarah; 
Alyssa and Jordyn Tapper; 
Aaron and Samuel Miller and 
her great-grandson, Michael 
Sarazin. Janet also leaves 
behind her loving brothers 

and sister and many nieces 
and nephews.

Janet attended Mount Ida 
college. Soon after she met 
the love of her life, Mel.  
They were married for a short 
time and Mel was deployed 
to Korea. During that time, 
Janet purchased their first 
home in Willimantic amongst 
family and close friends. 
Janet enjoyed, cooking, bak-
ing, reading, old movies, 
show tunes, musicals, word 
puzzles, the beach and above 
all else, her family. She was 
the glue that held generations 
together; her compassion and 
caring for others made her 
unforgettable. 

Funeral services will be held 
on Monday, Dec. 30, 2019 
at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
of Temple B’nai Israel, 345 
Jackson Street, Willimantic 
with Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz 
officiating. Interment will fol-
low in Temple B’nai Israel 
Cemetery, Mansfield.  A meal 
of consolation will be held at 
Temple Bnai Israel following 
burial. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to http://
act.alz.org/goto/Janet_Miller. 
For further information, direc-
tions, or to sign the guestbook 
for Janet, please visit online 
at www.weinsteinmortuary.
com/funerals.cfm.

Walter Irving Chase, Jr.
STAFFORD SPRINGS

Walter Irving Chase, Jr., 
of Thomas Drive, Stafford 
Springs, CT, passed away 
on Tuesday, December 24, 
2019 at Bickford Healthcare 
Center. He was born in 
Putnam, CT and raised in 
Danielson, CT, son of the late 
Walter I. Chase, Sr. and Ella 
M. (Bailey) Chase. 

Walt graduated from 
Killingly High School in 
1940. While in school he 
played basketball and base-
ball in team sports. Then 
after graduation he attended 
Harvard H. Ellis Technical 
School in Putnam, having 
graduated in 1943. He then 
joined the United States 
Navy during World War II, 
and served at Patuxent River, 
MD where he worked on 
the Naval helicopters before 
they went out for duty. After 
the war, he used the GI Bill 
to obtain his pilot license 
and eventually worked at 
Plainfield Airport, Jewett 
City Airport, Woodstock 
Airport and Windham Airport 
where he flew and fixed the 
planes. Later he worked for 

24 years at Kaman Aircraft 
Corp. in experimental flight 
test, followed by 12 years at 
Stanadyne Corp. in Windsor, 
CT, finally retiring in 1988. 
He loved being outdoors, 
boating, picnicking, and was 
an avid Boston Red Sox fan.

Walt is survived by his 
three children, Jay Chase 
of Stafford, CT, Dorothy 
Blocker of Hampton, CT and 
Linda Devillez of Brooklyn, 
CT; four grandchildren, Jeff 
Blocker, Cary Blocker, Amy 
Devillez-Quinn and Jenny 
Devillez; four great-grand-
children; his nieces and 
nephews, Carol (Billie), 
Rand (Pam), Stephen, Gary 
(Donna), Ronnie (Ann) and 
Carol (Franco); and several 
great-grand nieces and great-
grand nephews. He was pre-
deceased by his loving wife, 
Lillian (Gelinas) Chase; and 
his sister, Mary E. Chase-
Joly.

Calling hours will be 
held on Sunday, December 
29, 2019 from 2 p.m. To 4 
p.m. at Introvigne Funeral 
Home, Inc., 51 East Main 
St., Stafford Springs, CT. His 
funeral service will take place 
on Monday, December 30, 
2019 at 11 a.m. at the Second 
Congregational Church of 
Stafford at West Stafford, 197 
West Stafford Rd., Stafford 
Springs, CT. Burial with 
Military Honors will fol-
low at Westfield Cemetery, 
Danielson, CT. Memorial 
donations may be made to 
Connecticut Junior Republic, 
550 Goshen Rd., Litchfield, 
CT 06579. For online con-
dolences or directions, please 
visit: www.introvignefuneral-
home.com.

Thomas John Flynn
WILLIMANTIC

Thomas John Flynn, 71, of 
Willimantic, CT passed away 
unexpectedly in his home 
on Saturday, December 21, 
2019. Born in Windham, CT 
to the late Rita (Derosier) and 
John Flynn.

Tom graduated from 
Windham High School in 
1966 and Thames Valley State 
Technical College in 1968. 
Survived by his son, Kyle; 
grandson, Devon (Sheyanne 
Aubin); great-grandson, 
Jameson; granddaughter, 
Susan Feinberg; great-grand-
daughter, Zori; sister, 
Kathleen (Steve) Belsar; 

brother, James; and nieces, 
Jessica and Stacey; and many 
friends. 

He served in the National 
Guard for 6 years. Tom was a 
home improvement contrac-
tor, primarily did masonry. 
He was a kind, generous, and 
gentle soul; always helping 
friends and family. Tom loved 
his dog, Bruno, Nascar rac-
ing, and westerns. He will be 
missed by all.

A celebration of Thomas’s 
life will be held at a later date. 
To sign an online memorial 
guestbook, visit www.potter-
funeralhome.com.

WILLIMANTIC, TOLLAND
Olga Kurnyk Ezis, died 

peacefully early Christmas 
morning, at Hartford Hospital, 
surrounded by her loving 
family. 

Olga was born on February 
18, 1945 to Wasyl and 
Emilia (Colyhan) Kurnyk in 
Kleinschwechten, Germany. 
Olga immigrated to America 
on February 2, 1950 and set-
tled in Willimantic. Four years 
ago, Olga moved to Tolland 
to be with her daughter Amy, 
Amy’s husband, Jeff, but 
most importantly her grand-
daughter, Phoebe Andie.

Her love of grammar 
and vocabulary led her to 
Windham Public Schools, 
where she served in several 
capacities for 35 years. Olga 
loved sharing meals with 
family, especially at restau-
rants where she’d routinely 
order off-menu, then some-
how arrange to pay the bill. 
She was a loyal volunteer at 
the Covenant Soup Kitchen. 
She was an active member 
of countless boards, charities 
and organizations and will be 
dearly missed by all those 
who knew her, and the com-
munity she so proudly served. 

Olga was predeceased by 
her loving husband of 37 
years, Andris (Andy). She 

leaves behind her daughters, 
Adrienne (Ron) Humiston and 
Amy (Jeff, Phoebe) Green. 
Celebrating her life as The 
Top Sister, is the Kurnyk fam-
ily of Irene and Rene Goss; 
Rose, Steve, Kevin, Eric and 
Brian Dean; Kessenia, Gilles 
and Emilia Gagnon; Natalka, 
Michael, Cynthia and Shawn 
Paulhus; Myron, Janine, 
Margaret and Olivia Kurnyk. 
Olga is also survived by her 
niece, LeeAnn Ezis and neph-
ew, Ernest Ezis. 

Relatives and friends may 
call on Sunday December 29, 
from 4 to 7 p.m. at Bacon 
Funeral Home 71 Prospect 
St, Willimantic. A Mass of 
Christian Burial will be cele-
brated on Monday December 
30, at 10 a.m. directly at St. 
Joseph Church 99 Jackson 
St, Willimantic. Burial will 
be in St. Joseph Cemetery, 
Windham.

In honor of Olga’s volun-
teerism, the family requests 
in lieu of flowers, dona-
tions be made to Willimantic 
Covenant Soup Kitchen 220 
Valley St, Willimantic, CT. 
06226. 

To send an online expres-
sion of sympathy, please visit 
www.baconfh.com.

Olga Kurnyk Ezis
Obituaries

Haddad said he asked 
the shelter to make several 
changes, including moving 
the entrance from the front 
of the building to the back 
of the building, moving the 
dumpster out front and ask-
ing guests not to loiter out-
side.

Despite the fact those 
changes have not been made 
yet, Haddad said, the shelter 
will be allowed to remain.

“I’ve gone out of my way 
to pacify things and make 
things right,” Haddad said.

Lenhart said the shelter is 
still working to meet those 
requests during this busy 
time of year.

She said the shelter plans 
to move between April and 
November.

The shelter is looking for 
a permanent location which 
they could buy outright.

In its 16-year history, the 
No Freeze Project has oper-
ated in five different loca-
tions within Willimantic.

An ideal location would 
be large enough to accom-
modate all services, or about 

3,000 square feet, and be cen-
trally located in Willimantic.

“We have heard about a
few possible places, but hav-
en’t gone to look at them
yet,” Lenhart said. “There
are random possibilities
we’re going to explore, but 
at this point it’s too early to 
even say where they are.”

Although a move between
April and November while
the shelter is not open over-
night will be easier, the shel-
ter may still face difficulties
continuing intake services or 
shower amenities during the 
move. 

Haddad said he is helping 
to work with the town’s code
enforcement department to
find a suitable place for the
shelter.

Haddad said he plans to
renovate the plaza once the
shelter vacates.

“We’re going to try to get as 
many retail units as we can,
to make this plaza as attrac-
tive as we can,” Haddad said.
“That’s my plan of attack and
the shelter is not part of it.”

Follow Claire Galvin on
Twitter - @CGalvinTC. 

Continued from Page 1

No-freeze shelter will 
stay at site until April

Third annual New Year’s bonfire to warm Jillson
WILLIMANTIC — The town’s annual New Year’s Day 

bonfire will take place on Wednesday to bring in a new year 
and a new decade.

The town-wide bonfire will take place on Wednesday, New 
Year’s Day, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Jillson Square.

The event is free and open to all.
This will be the third New Year’s Day bonfire the town has 

held.
The bonfire first took place in 2017 as part of the town’s 

325th anniversary celebration.
In addition, this bonfire is the second bonfire of the winter 

season.

 News in brief

Our town staff is 
here to assist and 
serve the public.

John Elsesser

Coventry had an active, controversial 2019

Don Imus 
dies at 79

ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLLEGE STATION,
Texas — Radio legend Don
Imus, whose career was made
and then undone by his acid
tongue during a decades-long
rise to radio stardom and an
abrupt public plunge after
a nationally broadcast racial
slur, has died. 

He was 79.
Imus died Friday morning

at Baylor Scott and White
Medical Center in College
Station, Texas, after being 
hospitalized since Christmas
Eve, according to a statement
issued by his family. 

Deirdre, his wife of 25
years, and his son Wyatt, 21, 
were at his side, and his son
Lt Zachary Don Cates was
returning from military ser-
vice overseas.

property card, is owned by 
The Mill Works LLC. “We 
want this to be a destination 
in eastern Connecticut,” Hall 
said. 

In the museum, there are 
displays about the history of 
the Gardiner Hall Jr. Co. and 
the Hall family. “This was 
actually one of the first cot-
ton-spooled thread mills in 
the United States,” Hall said.

Hall said about 80 percent 
of the items in the museum’s 
collection were loaned to the 
museum from the Halls. 

As a member of the Hall 
family, Hall, a junior major-
ing in history at Eastern 
Connecticut State University, 
said it was an honor to be the 
museum curator. “I would 
say it’s humbling,” he said. 
“As the saying goes, if these 
walls could speak.”

The museum is currently 
undergoing a renovation that 

involves building new wood-
en display cases, cabinets and 
pedestals, and a new accent 
wall, a project expected to be 
finished in the spring.

“We want the guests to 
walk in and feel like they’re 
walking through the history 
of the building, without being 
guided,” Tyler Hall said. 

In addition to the museum, 
there is also a performance 
venue, “The Packing House,” 
and an art gallery, “Dye and 
Bleach House Community 
Gallery” in the building, 
both of which are run by 
the Eastern Connecticut 
Center for History, Art and 
Performance, a nonprofit that 
leases from Mill Works.

Items displayed at the 
museum include photos, 
spools of thread, fire hose 
carts and a ledger where 
information about employee 
work days was recorded.

The Gardiner Hall Jr. Co. 

was established in 1860 and 
was open until 1954. “It fell 
prey to the use of synthetic 
threads,” Tyler Hall said.

He said when the company 
opened, it produced about 
800 boxes of spools, with 
one dozen spools in each. 

By 1915, Tyler Hall said, 
the company had grown to 
have more than 150 employ-
ees and produced 36 million 
spools annually.

He said Hall was most suc-
cessful during World War 
I and World War II. “They 
had government contracts,” 
he  said, noting the mill pro-
duced surgical cotton thread.

The museum can be reached 
at 518-791-9474. It is open 
on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., excluding holidays. 
For more information about 
the Hall family or EC-CHAP, 
visit www.ec-chap.org. 

Follow Michelle Firestone 
on Twitter-@mfirestonetc.

Museum honors Hall firm
Continued from Page 1
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